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HE history of Kansas City in the 
business of flour milling began 
with the erection, nearly forty 
years ago, of a mill not far from 
the banks of the Missouri river in 

what is now the north part of the whole- 
sale district of the present city. Follow- 
ing this, mills were built farther uptown. 

The Wilhite mill, at one time a plant of 
considerable local importance, stood for 
many years on the present site of the New 
York Life building, the town’s largest of- 
fice structure. The Moore & Rayburn 
mill was built somewhat later at what is 
now 22nd and Walnut streets; Col. John 
W. Moore, later president of the Board of 
Trade and mayor of Kansas City, was the 
principal partner in this mill. 

The Duer mil! in the West Bottoms was 
located on the present site of the Atlas 
oatmeal mill, not far from the Union sta- 
tion. This mill was of much importance 
and did a large business not only locally 
but in shipping. The shipping of flour at 
that time was, however, largely a matter 
of consigning to St. Louis, 
then the principal flour mar- 
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has a capacity of 800 bbls and the elevator 
holds 60,000 bus. 


AUG. J. BULTE MILLING CO. 


The Bulte plant is the newest of the 
mills now in operation in Kansas City. 
Like the Interstate mill, it is located in 
Kansas, about a mile and a half westward 
of the state boundary line. Mr. Bulte, 
Annee of the company, has long been 

nown in the trade as proprietor of the 
White Swan Mills, Clinton, Mo. Seven 
years ago he moved his office to Kansas 
City in order to get into closer touch with 
the trade. 

Within the next few years he enlarged 
the Clinton mill from 800 to 1,200 bbls ca- 
pacity, and a little more than a year ago 
determined further to increase his_busi- 
ness by the building -of a mill at Kansas 
City for the grinding of hard Kansas 
wheat. 

Work on the new mill was begun in the 
spring of 1904 and it was put in operation 
in the autumn of the’same year. The ca- 


built five years ago, was in excess of 1,500 
bbls, but improvements and additions 
since that time have materially increased 
this output. John Kelley, for many years 
identified with milling at Leavenworth, 
Kansas, is president and active head of 
the company. His twosons, Arthur B. 
Kelley, secretary, and John M. Kelley, 
treasurer, have however, almost entire 
charge of the business details, and the eld- 
er Mr. Kelley now leaves the management 
of affairs largely to them. 

When the mill was built the larger out- 
let for the product was in foreign markets, 
but since that time the trend has been 
toward domestic business, and, since the 
decrease in American flour’ business 


abroad, the company bas found a sufficient | 


outlet in home markets. 

The Kelley plant is a large and hand- 
some property, with more than ample ele- 
vator storage and excellent flour ware- 
house facilities. 


KEHLOR FLOUR MILLS CoO. 


Though the management of the Kehlor 
mil] at Kansas —— is largely conducted 
from the main offices at St. Louis, the 
property here is in a measure handled lo- 
cally, under the style of the Rex Mill Co. 
The present mill was built fourteen years 
ago, following the burning of the former 
plant which stood on the same site. This 
is on the south bank of the Kaw river, in 
what is locally known as Armourdale, 
Kansas. 

The mill has a capacity of between 3,500 
and 4,000 bbls a day, with large wheat 
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1,800 bbls. L. R. Hurd, formerly mana 
of the Duluth-Superior Milling Co~ will 
manage the property and will make his 
home in Kansas City. 

The Ismert-Hincke Milling Co. will be- 
gin work shortly on the construction of 
a mill of from 1,000 to 1,500 bbls capacity 
on a site already purchased, about one 
og westward from the Bulte and Hurd 
mills. 

The men at the head of the new concern 
are already well known in the trade and 
are attracted to Kansas City by its obvious 
advantages as a terminal market and as aq 
milling center. It is planned to have the 
mill in operation early in the winter. 


ALLIED CONCERNS 


The Kansas Milling & Export Co., while 
owning no mill in Kansas City, is an im- 
portant factor in the town’s growing im- 
portance in milling. The company was 
established five years ago through an alli- 
ance of forty-two leading mills in Kansas, 
and within that time bas rapidly estab- 
lished itself in the trade. Its business is 
handling the product of the mills associ- 
ated with it, to eastern and foreign mar- 
kets. Charles L. Roos has been manager 
of the concern since its organization. 

The firm of David B. Kirk & Co., an 
old-establisbed house, has contributed 
much to making Kansas City’a flour-trade 
center. Mr. Kirk has been continuously 
in the flour trade for thirty-five years, 
fifteen years of that time being spent in 
Kansas City. He is now the sole active 
partner in the business. 

Several other concerns «re 
actively engaged in the flour 





ket of the west. In the late 

seventies the Zenith mill was 

added to the number of local 

mills, making a _ total of 

three, the mill on the river 

bank having, meantime, 
’ ceased to be operated. 

In the earlier days, the 
growth of milling was slow. 
The wheat nar gd was large- 
ly limited to the wheat grown 
in the immediate neighbor- 
hood. Kansas hard wheat of 
the sort now almost exclu- 
sively milled here was then 
practically unknown and all 
the mills ground soft red win- 
ter wheat, most of it grown 
in Missouri. 

It was not until the value 
of the hard wheat introduced 
into Kansas by the Russian 
settlers came to be of known 
value, that Kansas City made 
any advance as a milling 
town. In the years following 
the new popularity of the 
hard wheat, milling there in- 
creased rapidly and has since 
made steady advancement. 

The great increase in the 
wheat acreage of Kansas and 
Oklahoma has, in the past 
few years, given an added in- 








STACKING ‘‘HAY’’ IN AUSTRALIA 


trade here. Important amoig 
them is the Standard Grail: & 
Milling Co., which is closely 
associated with the Yost mii], 
of 600 bbls capacity, at Hays 
City, Kansas, and sells ‘ts 
product in outside marke's. 
Otto Swaller of the Kan«as 
City company, is secret:.ry 
and sales manager of the n i! 
company. 

Other Kansas mills a‘so 
have selling agencies in K:n- 
sas City, marketing much of 
their product through offi-es 
here. ; 


Haymaking in Australie 


The accompanying illust:a, 
tion shows men at work stac k- 
ing hay on the Brumskill 
farm, Wagga Wagga, New 
South Wales. It is from a 
photograph taken by Walter 
G. Klein, Dec. 3, 1904. Owing 
to the lack of rain in Austra- 
lia, grass is not grown there 
to any extent for hay. In- 
stead, oats and wheat ure 
used. The ‘‘hay”’ in this in- 
stance consisted of oats cut 
green and not threshed. 

Wagga Wagga (pronounced 








centive to the building of 
mills at the principal termin- 
al market of the wide wheat-producing 
territory to the south and west of Kansas 
City. This vast country is all ‘‘wheat 
land;’’ practically every acre of it can be 
profitably sown to wheat, and the in- 
creased cultivation of the land has elimi- 
nated, to a large extent, the former uncer- 
tainty regarding Kansas crops. 

The wheat crop is now as well assured 
in Kansas as in any other part of the 
world where wheat is produced. So far, 
the mills of the state grind hardly more 
than one-third of the wheat raised, and 
not more than 20 per cent of this amount 
is milled in Kansas City. It does not, in 
view of this, take a gift of foresight to 
see a further important increase in the 
flour output of the principal terminal 
wheat market of the territory growing 
hard winter wheat. 

Conditions inevitable determine the di- 
vision of the west into two great milling 
sections, the one on the north, in spring 
wheat territory, with Minneapolis its al- 
ready-determined center, and the one on 
the south, in hard winter wheat territory, 
with Kansas City its nucleus. 


ARMS & KIDDER 


The Arms & Kidder mill is located in 
the southwest part of town, barely across 
the state line in Kansas. The property 
was built in the winter of 1891 and 1892 
and was first operated in March of the lat- 
ter year. The original partners in the en- 
terprise were Edward Arms of Bellows 
Falls, Vermont, and R. E. Kidder, who 
has always been the sole active partner. 
Mr. Arms died some years ago, but his es- 
tate continues to own the interest in the 
mill company. 

Mr. Kidder first milled on St. Anthony’s 
Falls in the Washburn-Crosby mills, but 
later was for many years associated with 
the Crosby Roller Milling Co. at Topeka, 
Kansas. His management of the Inter- 
state mill has given it a conspicuous place 
among bard winter-wheat mills, especial- 
ly in the trade in eastern and central 
states and in foreign markets. The mill 





pacity of the plant is 1,500 bbls a day, 
making the total capacity of the Bulte 
mills nearly 3,000 bbls. The Kansas City 
mill grinds hard wheat exclusively, while 
the Clinton mill operates largely on soft 
red wheat. 

No mill in the southwest is more com- 
plete and modern than the Bulte property 
in Kansas City. Without regard to initial 
cost, it was built for economical opera- 
tion, and such it has proved itself to be. 
Mr. Bulte is president of the company and 
Joseph S. Geisel is secretary and treasurer. 


ZENITH MILLING CO. 


The beginning of the Zenith Milling Co. 
was in a buhr mill of about 150 bbls ca- 
pacity on the site of the present property. 
It is by many years the oldest established 
of the present milling concerns here. The 
original mill was built by L. M. Miller, L. 
S. Mohrand C. A. Young, as a partner- 
ship, the same gentlemen being now the 
only ones connected with the corporation 
which has succeeded to the business of the 
partners. 

Mr. Miller and Mr. Mohr have always 
been the active managers, until within 
the past year when other business interests 
have compelled the partial retirement, for 
the time, of Mr. Miller. Mr. Mohr is now 
assisted in the active management by his 
son, Paul Mohr. 

In the 26 years since the building of the 
first mill, periodical changes and increases 
in capacity have been made, and the pres- 
ent property has a daily capacity of near- 
ly 1,000 bbls. The company has its trade 
well entrenched, with its brands strongly 
established in the markets to which it 
sells. 

Both Mr. Miller and Mr. Mobrare active 
and prominent in Kansas City’s business 
and civic affairs. Mr. Miller is the present 
president of the Commercial Club, the 
principal local organization of business 
men. 

KELLEY MILLING CO. 


The Kelley mill is the second largest of 
the plants here. Its initial capacity, when 


storage and warehouse facilities. In many 
points of construction and finish the mill 
is one of the finest and most costly proper- 
ties in the west. 

J. F. Bowman, until recently cashier 
for the company, is local manager at the 
mill, having been advanced to that posi- 
tion through the recent retirement of T. 
H. Sopher. Major J. C. Edwards, second 
vice-president of the Kehlor Flour Mills 
Co., looks after the wheat supplies. 


KANSAS CITY MILL 


The Kansas City mill was built in 1882 
by George H. Winn, still a resident of 
Kansas City but no longer associated with 
milling. Its original capacity was 250 
bbls, but later additions have increased 
oe to the present capacity of 700 bbls a 

ay. 

Following Mr. Winn’s ownership, the 
property was owned by George L. Brink- 
man and E. C. Sooy, the former being the 
active manager. Following his death five 
years ago, J. P. Prescott became manager, 
and it was during his conduct of the com- 
pany’s affairs that it came into greatest 
prominence in the trade. Mr. Prescott re- 
tired April 1 of the present year, and sub- 
sequently sold a considerable part of his 
interest inthe company. He is now en- 
gaged in building a general warehouse on 
property adjoining the mill and will con- 
tinue to devote his entire time to that 
business. 

INDEPENDENCE MILL 

This property is not technically a Kan- 
sas City plant, being located ten miles dis- 
tant, at Independence, Mo. It is, however, 
identified with this market, and its out- 
put is included in the Kansas City totals. 
The mill is managed by W. H. Waggoner. 

NEW. MILLS 


In addition to the mills noted now in 
operation in Kansas City, two others are 
now under way and still others are 
planned. One of those already assured, is 
to be built by the Standard Milling Co. It 
will be located on property adjoining the 
Bulte mill and will have a capacity of 





locally Wahga Wahga), gaiued 
a certain notoriety, many 
years ago, when the celebrated Tichborne 
case attracted such widespread interest. 
It was here that Orton, the claimant to the 
Tichborne estate, had a _ butcher shop 
which is still shown to visitors. 

At the time this photograph was taken, 
Mr. Brumskill expected to cut his wheat 
in about a week. The crops on his farm 
looked well, though in general the crop of 
wheat was disappointing in New South 
Wales this year. Of all the Australian 
states visited by Mr. Klein, only South 
Australia had a good wheat crop. 

There are always exceptions to every 
rule, and while the drouth was so bad in 
New South Wales, a few years ago, the 
Brumskill farm was exceptionally fortu- 
nate in having a large supply of focler. 
Thus, while other farmers were sen ing 


their sheep away to other states, or losing 
or selling them, the Brumskill farm, 
which is 8,000 acres in extent, took cave of 
80,000 sheep for other farmers. Poss'bly 
the very stack of hay shown here may be 


of incalculable value, and help to save 
starying animals, should New South \ les 
again be afflicted with unusual drcut! 





Whitman college has just lately re 
ceived, through the efforts of Senator \n- 
keny, of Walla Walla, Wash., the ori: nal 
millstones cut for the old mill at Whit..an 
Mission by Dr. Whitman. They have ven 
placed in the historical museum where | i¢y 
are regarded as valuable relics of Was! -1g- 
tonis early flour mill. Following ‘he 
Whitman massacre and the burning 0! the 
mill the stones lay unused for many y: *!s- 
They were finally removed to old Fort | ol- 
ville where they were used’ for atime "! 4 
mill on the river. The mill fell into d -use 
and became dismantled. The mills: nes 


disappeared. Through Senator Ank: 'y's 
efforts they were discovered last sun ner 
by the sheriff of Stevens county in th: bed 
of the river. After much effort the n: ler 


millstone, in six separate wedge-s! ped 
pieces, was recovered and turned ov © [0 
the college. They were cut by Dr. 
man personally, supposedly about 
from the granite quarries on Snake © ve?: 
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MINNEAPOLIS mills found trade condi- 
tions exceedingly unsatisfactory last 
week. Most of them sold less than their 
output. Buyers hold off and do not want 
to pay cost price of flour. The apparent 
manipulation in May wheat has beena 
most disturbing factor in the trade. 

Kansas mills did a restricted business, 
mostly domestic, though a few export 
sales were made. Prices showed consider- 
able variation, due to the uneven cash 
wheat market. Clears are accumulating. 
Wheat receipts increased. 

St. Louis millers sold less flour than in 
the week before, but realized better prices. 
Export business was almost nil. 

In Canada, flour prices are irregular, 
one large milling company having ad- 
vanced prices while others are selling at 
old prices. 

Detroit mills made a good run and had 
plenty of orders for prompt shipment. 

Indianapolis mills ground more flour 
than in the week before, but flour sales 
were on a most unsatisfactory basis. 

In the eastern markets prices were ad- 
vanced, but not much business was done. 

In Manitoba, wheat crop conditions are 
excellent. In Minnesota and the north- 
western states while crop conditions on 
the whole are favorable, bright warm 
weather is needed. In some sections the 
crop is backward, and in some the wheat 
plant is thin and appears to lack vigor. 
In the Pacific northwest, crop prospects 


are excellent. Kansas has had good rains .« 


and conditions have improved. In west- 
ern Missouri conditions are excellent. In 
southeastern Missouriand southern Illinois 
with favorable weather harvest will begin 
in a fortnight but the wheat crop will not 
be over one-half or three-fourths of an av- 
erage. In the eastern states crop condi- 
tions are favorable. 

THE Northwestern Miller’s cables indi- 
cate firmness without much activity in 
United Kingdom markets. In Glasgow, 
Australian flour is in demand. The Am- 
sterdam market is firm and a better feel- 
ing prevails there. 

* * 

SCARCELY has the milling trade re- 
gained its equipoise after the surprising 
developments in purifying and bleaching 
flour when it is called upon to reckcn 
with another factor which, if the press 
report be true, or, say, ten per cent true, 
will so shake up, startle, stun and gener- 
ally revolutionize conditions as to make 
the progress of centuries in milling 
seem like the first rudimentary grinding 


- of the two women at a mill mentioned in 


scripture. This time the alleged inventor 
gets right down to the very root of things 
and proposes nothing less than the mak- 
ing of flour without any wheat whatever, 
thus at last winning. hands down, the race 
in obtaining yields which American mill 
machinery makers have been so long con- 
testing. 


THIS great news comes from the hither- 
to obscure town of Le Sueur, Minnesota, 
and when this fact is known there will be 
such a rush of millers for the place that 
many of the pilgrims will have to sleep 
out doors for lack of hotel accommoda- 
tions. To get away entirely from the con- 
stant bother about obtaining sufficient 
wheat at a sufficiently low price; to be 
free at last from the mischievous manipu- 
lations of the speculator; to be independ- 
ent of the arrogant farmer, such has been 
the dream of the miller through all the 
ages and“at last, if the press report, 
marked special, that comes flashing over 
the wires from Le Sueur, Minnesota, be 
reliable — and who would question. the 
truthfulness of newspaper information— 
this dream has come true. Cesar Trim- 
bow] of Wheatley is the name of this in- 
ventor of artificial wheat. Great Cesar 
indeed ! 


Tne following account of this wonder- 
ful process is taken from the report re- 
ferred to: 

**Mr. Trimbow] in the first place manu- 
factures a substance which he calls his 
‘flux,’ and which isa colorless, viscid li- 
quid, about the consistency of thick soup. 
This flux is almost entirely without nutri- 
tive qualities, containing about 3 per cent 
as much nutrition, weight for weight, as 
wheat flour. It is cheaply manufactured, 
costing not over one-quarter of a cent per 
pound, and the ingredients from which it 
is made are readily obtainable in unlim- 
ited quantities.”’ 
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In order to keep its readers fully posted 
and to give them a clear understanding of 
this marvelous invention, the North- 
western Miller, with its customary enter- 
prise, of which innate modesty forbids 
mention, has at enormous expense caused 
its artist to prepare, execute and design 
several views of the immortal Cesar per- 
forming his marvelous feat of transform- 
ing thick soup into a successful substitute 
for wheat. The first view shows the in- 
ventor giving an exhibition of his meth- 
od. In his left hand he holds a bowl of 
the ‘‘colorless viscid liquid,’’ evidently 
drawn from a barrel of the same close at 
hand. In his right, appear the ringed 
glass tube and the magnifying glass es- 
sential to the process, the use of which is 
explained in the context. While the plac- 
ing of the glass tube in juxtaposition to 
the brain is regarded as necessary to suc- 
cessful procedure, the inventor does not 
claim that the peculiar cut of the trousers 
used by him in making the demonstration 
is requisite or that the same results can 
not be produced in an ordinary coat. 
Eye-glasses may be worn during the proc- 
ess either with or without rims and even 
the ordinary spectacles can be substituted 
without seriously affecting the quality of 
the product. 





TuE second view illustrates the next 
step in the new process as described in 
the press dispatch, as follows: 

‘*This flux, at low temperature, is forced 
by a pressure of fifty pounds to the square 
inch into one end of a glass tube four 
inches in diameter, which is kept from 
bursting by thin, flat steel rings standing 
out edgewise to the glass and around it, 
and here the flux is combined with air 
forced in at equal pressure and in sucha 
manner that the two are mixed thorough- 
ly. While in the tube the mixture is con- 
tinuously subjected to an intense flood of 
sunlight poured upon it by concentric 
lenses which focus the sunlight upon it so 
as to produce a heat that would instantly 
melt the glass if it were not counteracted 
by the ice-cold flux.’’ 


CONTINUING, the perfectly lucid account 
given in the newspaper says: 

‘*When the rays first strike the flux, they 
turn it instantly to an intensely black col- 
or, but as it passes through the tube, 
which is three feet long, it continually 
grows lighter and lighter until it is finally 
discharged through a small aperture at 
the farther end in a dazzlingly white 
spray which soon hardens into crystals 6 
per cent heavier than when it entered the 
tube, and these crystals then are ground 
into white flour, three times as_ nutri- 
tious as wheat flour, and at a total cost to 
manufacture of only half a cent a pound.”’ 


Mieuty Cesar! Thou has accomplished 
the wonder of the age and great shall be 
thy fame therefore. Edison and the re- 
mainder of the puny inventors of thy time 
will sink into utter insignificance in com- 
parison. This generation of wheat-har- 
assed millers shall rise up and call thee 
blessed and generations yet unborn shall 
sing thy praises. How you escaped being 
captured by the Department of Agricul- 
ture and cribbed, cabined and confined 
with Tama James’ great collection of 
scientific freaks is a marvel, but thanks 
be, you are still free. A special emissary, 
travelling expenses paid out of the last 
liberal appropriation, will doubtless be 
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dispatched to Le Sueuer as soon as the news 
reaches Washington. They will want you 
to hold down a chair in a new bureau, 
next to that of plant industry; you will be 
hailed by Dr. Wiley as the inventor ofa 
food machine superior even to his belovid 
Sweitzer mill. 


GLorious Cesar, don’t go. Spurn the 
proffered bribe and stay in Le Sueur or 
Wheatley or wherever you may now be. 
Your invention is too practical to suit the 
Washington Institute for the Exploitation 
of Foolishness, presided over by Tama 
James. They may offer you big money to 
induce you to go to them, but they merély 
want you for advertising purposes, to add 
to their unique gollection of Wileys, Zin- 
theos and Mark Alfreds. After you arrive 
they will side-track you and your marvel- 
ous invention will be relegated to the gar 
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ret where rest the once greatly exploited 
Sweitzer mill, the late lamented bect root 
boom and other projects of the department. 
Stay at home, Cesar of the crinkly trous- 
ers, for Minnesota needs you. Her millers 
have for years been looking for you and 
now that you are discovered, they will pay 
you a king’s ransom for your invention. 
That is if you have invented it and also if 
there be any Cwsar, any viscid fluid, any 
ringed tube, any magnifying glass, any 
artificial wheat or anything whatever of 
the whole story more tangible than the 
idle fancy of an idle newspaper writer. 


* * 


Ir is about time that the real shippers, 
not the imaginary newspaper variety, but 
the shippers who actually ship things over 
the railways of the country, should express 
themselves forcibly and positively as to 
their sentiments regarding rate making, 
rate regulating, rate ‘‘fixing’’ or whatever 
term may be used to express the govern- 
ing of rates by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. These various words may 
have an individual meaning but to the 
practical mind it is a distinction without 
a difference. To ‘‘govern’’ a rate and to 
‘‘fix’? arate may possibly mean two dif- 
ferent things to those skilled in the hair- 
splitting arguments which have been ad- 
vanced in such profusion in the consider- 
ation of this subject, but to all intents 
and purposes a body authorized to ‘‘fix’’ 
a rate is a body which can makea rate and 
the real and vital question is, shall the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission be given 
the rate-making power? 


THERE is no question as to the desire of 
the President in this connection; he has 
expressed himself plainly as wanting to 
give more power to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. What the Interstate 
Commerce Commission wants is very evi- 
dent and has been so for many years. It is 
ambitious for more power. Ina geperal 
way, we know what the farmers want; 
they would be glad to hamper the railway 
as much as possible. The feud between 
the farmer and the transportation com- 
pany is of long standing. We know what 
a certain group of self-appointed repre- 
sentatives of the shippers want. It has 
appeared in behalf of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission at every session of con- 
gress since this anti-railroad agitation 
began. Its literature on the subject has 
poured from the printing press in an 
unending stream and its pamphlets cover- 
ing over and over again every one of its 
trite and time-worn theories and argu- 
ments have burdened the United States 
mails for years. People know these argu- 
ments by heart and the pamphlets and cir- 
culars of this group of non-representative 
representatives go into the wakte basket 
unread. They are too long-winded, too 
prosy and too trite to interest the practic 
al business man. 


WE know what some of the newspapers 
want. To oppose, harass and worry rail- 
ways is esteemed good newspaper policy; 
it imparts a fine, rugged flavor of being 
the people’s champion to the editorial 
columns; it can be done without any par- 
ticular hazard; retaliation is quite impos 
sible; the railway is always in season for 
abuse and criticism; it never gets ‘‘a lick 
amiss’’: while the stockholders may 
suffer, the railway itself is impersonal 
and can stand any amount of pounding 
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without danger of return fire from any 
quarter whence it is apt to hurt. To ac- 
cept passes from railways—even to de- 
mand them as a vested privilege—and at 
the same time to charge the railways with 
discrimination is regarded as good news- 
paper ethics. Everybody knows what 
some of the newspapers want. 


HAvina heard from his excellency, the 
President, in whose good intentions every 
one has confidence: having heard from 
the Interstate Commerce Commission of 
whose desire for greater power there is no 
question; having heard from the farmer, 
with his ancient anti-railroad sentiment; 
having heard from the paper shippers, 
whose officiousness is beyond question and 
having heard from the newspapers, whose 
motives are quite clear, it might bea good 
idea to permit the shippers as a class, the 
actual not the imaginary shippers, the 
men who are really responsible for the 
commerce of the United States, who deal 
with railways, whose whole business ex- 
istence depends upon rate getting and rate 
sustaining: it might, possibly be in order 
to let this class of responsible people have 
a voice in deciding whether there is need 
for extending the powers of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission in the direction of 
rate making, rate governing, rate con- 
trolling, rate ‘‘fixing’’ or rate tinkering 
by whatever pame it may be called. 


_ Iv is true that a few individual shippers 
—actual shippers who ship things— 
have appeared before various committees 
from time to time and have given their 
opinions. Usually, strange as it may ap- 
pear to the press, such testimony has been 
absolutely opposed to the desire of the 
President, of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, of the theoretical shippers, 
of the farmers and the newspapers. These 
actual shippers doing business daily with 
the railroads of the United States and hav- 
_ ing had a taste on one or two occasions of 
the sort and kind and quaiity of justice 
ladled out by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, have, with remarkable 
unanimity, expressed themselves as deci- 
dedly and positively opposed to granting 
any further power in the rate making way 
to that body. They say they would much 
prefer taking chances with the railways 
themselves and, if necessary, with the con- 
stituted and established courts of law. 


THIS strange perversity of opinion, so 
much opposed to that of the imaginary 
shippers and the newspapers, is readily ac- 
counted for by the press on the theory that 
the witness who does not want the govern- 
ment to regulate rates is either coerced by 
the railroads into giving favorable testi- 
mony or he is the beneficiary by some sys- 
tem of rebates, drawbacks or discrimina- 
tions. It is beyond the comprehension cf 


the newspapers that an actual shipper , 


should be satisfied with the policy of the 
railways unless he is receiving some per- 
sonal and selfish advantage. It is incon- 
ceivable to the enlightened press that 
any shipper having practical experience 
with the railways should refuse to join in 
a popular hue and cry against them unless 
he is paid to do so. Therefore the testi- 
mony of the few actual shippers who have 
dared to oppose the popular sentiment is 
publicly and promptly impeached. 

AFTER all is said and done, his excellen- 
cy, the President, popular, just and well- 
meaning as he is, ships but little freight. 
The Interstate Commerce Commission cre- 
ates no tonnage. The farmer has no part 

n the competition in manufactured prod- 
ucts and is only concerned in the rudiment- 
ary questions affecting the transport of 
the raw material. The theoretical shipper 
is only concerned in the cost of hauling 
his all too bulky literature. The newspa- 
per itself has no direct interest in the ad- 
justment of rates. After all, this whole 
question of rate making is in the realm of 
practical business and the real shipper is 
the one who is chiefly interested in its 
solution. Since the individual shipper can 
not testify effectually because his testi- 
mony is impeached, the shippers asa whole 
should now come forward positively and 
unmistakably and say what they want, 
brushing aside the mass of evidence of- 
fered in their behalf in great profusion by 
those who have voluntarily assumed to 
represent them publicly. 

SHOULD the real shippers do this, the re- 
sult might shock and surprise those who 
have been so vociferous in demanding 
more power for the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. Actual shippers are opposed 
to giving the rate-making power to this 
commission. While they would be glad to 
have the government insure justice, fair 
play and absolute impartiality in the giv- 
ing of rates; while they are anxious that 
rebates and drawbacks should be absolute- 
ly prohibited, they are equally anxious 
that the elasticity of the present rate-mak- 
ing system should be preserved and they 
believe that the rigidity and sluggishness 
inseparable from government contro! 
would result in the strangulation of com 
merce. ; 


UNLEss the actual shippers express 
themselves soon there is danger that the 
newspapers and the imaginary shippers 
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wil] run mie | with the idea that they and 
not the real shippers are the best judges of 
the country’s needs in this direction. 
There is danger also that congress will be 
misled into accepting this frothy clamor 
as the real sentiment of the mat god pub- 
lic. In the end it will be found that those 
who make the commerce of the gouetey. 
who actually ship things, who deal daily 
with the railways and stand or fall on the 
justice and impartiality of the rate are ex- 
ceedingly conservative in their desire for a 
change; they oppose radical railway legis- 
lation and, on the whole, hold with Thom- 
as Jefferson who said ‘‘Agriculture, man- 
ufactures, commerce and navigation, the 
four pillars of our national prosperity, are 
most thriving when left most free to indi- 
vidual enterprise.”’ 
* 


* * 

AN important southwestern railway, 
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé, which 
has consistently pursued a most enlight- 
ened and progressive policy toward fiour 
shippers, has recently taken another ad- 
vanced step in the same direction which is 
worthy of especial comment. Hereafter it 
is the intention of this road to properly 
prepare cars for carrying flour by provid- 
ing linings and floor coverings. When 
flour is to be transferred, the road will 
place bran and paper so as to protect the 
contents from damage. Formerly millers 
would ship their flour from the mill in 
properly lined cars but damage would en- 
sue from transferring to other cars not so 
protected. The operating department of 
the Santa Fé has decided to co-operate 
with its shippers henceforth and by pro- 
viding bran for the bottom and paper for 
the lining of cars used at transfer points, 
it expects to do away with all complaints 
of damage. 


Tus railway has been paying very par- 
ticular attention to the condition and care 
of its flour business and this is but one of 
several improvements which it has brought 
about. The freight department of the 
road has done much for the better handling 
of export flour while in transit and at the 
seaboard and is now giving especial at- 
tention to the domestic flour trade. Mill- 
ers who have to do business with such an 
enlightened and progressive railway are 
to be congratulated and it is to be hoped 
that other roads will follow the example 
of the Santa Fé and realize that it is worth 
while from an economic standpoint to 
transport flour in such a manner as will 
insure its arrival at destination in first- 
class condition. If this policy be followed 
consistently, claims for damage from flour 
shipments will become a thing of the past. 





John V. Brinkman Critically Il 


KaNnsAS City, Mo., May 29.—(Special 
Telegram. )—John V. Brinkman, president 
of the Walnut Creek Milling Co., Great 
Bend, Kansas, is lying very seriously sick 
at a Kansas City hospital, with small 
hope of recovery. Mr. Brinkman has been 
in bad health for many months. Recently 
his trouble took a serious turn, ending in 
his present critical state. He is one of the 
oldest millers in Kansas and has been in 
business more than forty years. 


R. E. STERLING. 





Condition of Kansas Wheat 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., May 29.—(Special 
Telegram.)—Kansas crop conditions are 
greatly improved and but few unfavora- 
ble reports are being received. Rains were 
followed by fine warm weather. On the 
whole present weather conditions are all 
that could be desired. Absolutely relia- 
ble information from South Platte country 
in Nebraska says that wheat was never 
better. There are only occasional reports 
of fly and these not serious. 


R. E. STERLING. 





W. H. Stokes, president W. H. Stokes 
Milling Co., Watertown, S. D: Flour is 
exceedingly dull. Wheat is too high in Min- 
neapolis for northwestern millers to make 
poss that would be recognized east of 

hicago. We shall do very little with our 
mill until northwestern prices get some- 
where near where they should be. At the 
present time, our mill is down and will 
remain so until we can see a chance to at 
least get out even in operating it. Rain 
and bad roads have interfered with wheat 
receipts from farmers, and very little is 
coming in. Think there is some little to 
come yet, but believe there will not be 
much movement until in June. While 
present weather is favorable for the grow- 
ing crop, in my opinion there can be no 
condition that will make a big crop of 
wheat this year in this vicinity. It has 
already had too many backsets. The 
ground is weedy and the plant slight and 
spindling for this time of the year. 





J.G. Davis & Co., Rochester, N. Y: 
Wheat is scarce; local stocks are about ex- 
hausted. Growing crop is the most promis- 
ing in several years. Feed isin good de- 
mand; orders exceed output. 
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There was an increase in the Minneapo- 
lis flour output last week of 37,000 bbls. 
This was due to more mills being in oper- 
ation. The quantity of flour turned out 
(week of May 27) was 215,170 bbls, against 
240,615 in 1904, and 325,420 in 1903. This 
week, the production promises to fal] be- 
low 200,000 bbls. One group of mills will 


, not start until tomorrow (Wednesday ) 


Decoration day turning the scales in favor 
of a shut-down for twodays. The output 
for the corresponding week in 1904 was 190,- 
655 bbls. 

The week’s business with Minneapolis 
mills was pretty tame. Mill managers 
could scarcely say anything except that 
trade was unsatisfactory. One with light 
capacity in operation, reported sales of 
flour in excess of production. With most 
mills, sales were smaller than in the pre- 
ceding week. The May deal just being 
brought to an end, has kept wheat prices 
above other markets and placed flour on 
an artificial basis. Buyers, predisposed 
to the bear side, have recognized the sit- 
uation and held off for lower prices. Con- 
sequently, they have taken flour in small 
lots, as their absolute necessities demand- 
ed. Hope has been entertained that with 
the May deal out of the way, the market 
would settle down to a more natural con- 
dition. However, there are indications 
that the July future is likely to be subject 
to similar manipulation as has been May. 

One effect of prevailing high prices has 
been to bring in shipping directions more 
freely on old orders. 

Patent is so much out of line for export 
that millers almost refuse to quote prices. 
At best, those quoted are nominal in the 
most pronounced degree. 

Clears are very dull, and no foreign 
business is at present being done. While 
some importers have advanced their bids, 
the mills are asking so much more as to 
place buyer and seller farther apart than 
heretofore. Minneapolis mills are com- 
fortably situated as to orders, and, consid- 
ering that patent is slow of sale and that 
they are running lightly, stiff prices are 
being asked. Though exporters offer both 
first and second clear at a discount from 
mill prices, they find it impossible to do 
business at present. London appears to- 
tally indifferent, while bids from Holland 
are too low. 

The heavier operation of the mills last 
week affected millfeed, and the market is 
dull and prices easy. ° 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for patent $5.50@5.80, 196 lbs in wood 
f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Eastern prices today (May 30) asked by. 
Minneapolis and outside mills for patent 
in wood, were: Boston rate points, $6.65 
(6.75; New York rate points, $6.60@6.70; 
Philadelphia rate points, $6.55@6.65; Bal- 
timore rate points, $6.50@6.60; Albany 
rate points, $6.60@6.70; Utica, Syracuse, 
Hornellsville and Rochester rate points, 
$6.55@6.65; Buffalo and Pittsburg rate 
points, $6.45@6.55; Ohio, lower peninsula 
of Michigan and Indiana, $6.45@6.55; up- 
per peninsula of Michigan, in sacks, $6.15 
(06.25; Missouri points, $6.05@6.15; Wis 
consin Iowa and Illinois, $6.20(@6.30. 


Of the 22 Minneapolis mills, the follow- 
ing 1244 are expected to be in operation 
tomorrow (Wednesday) : 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
© and E mills 
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Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., A. 
B, Anchor and Palisade mills. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C (one-half) and 
D mills. 


REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports from 52 outside mills 
(outside of Minneapolis and Duluth) with 
a total daily capacity of 38,150 bbls, show 
that in the week ended May 27, they made 
126,410 bbls of flour (representing the con- 
sumption of approximately 653,000 bu: of 
wheat), against 109,570 in 1904. : 


The experience of ‘‘outside mills’’ as 
to trade for the week, is best told in t):eir 
own words; and excerpts from confi. ¢n- 
tial reports follow: 

‘*Dullest week on the crop. Did not <ell 
one-third of our output. Flour buyers are 
looking for lower prices, and usiny up 
their last barrel before taking more. No 
foreign business in any grade. Deni nd 
for feed only fair and prices 50c ton low: «.” 

‘*Flour sales this week about the li. :t- 
est in history of our business. No in cr- 
est abroad in any grade. Feed ma) <et 
weak; no demand.’’ 

‘Some improvement in home tr: ‘ec; 
made a few good sales for the week. (© od 
trade in feed at better prices.’’ 

‘*Recent advance in wheat has shu ff 
business entirely. Feed trade good, |o- 
cally.’’ 

‘*Flour in relatively better demand t an 
last week. Local trade takes all sh. rts 
at good prices: no demand for bran.”’ 

‘*No demand for flour since the adve. ce 
in wheat. Buyers are waiting for br ak 
in prices. Feed demand brisk at satis’ :c- 
tory prices.”’ 

‘*Have had to turn down orders ov c- 
count of the scarcity of good mi! ig 
wheat. Demand for feed fair, but pr es 
are out of line with wheat.’’ 

‘*‘Small demand for flour and prices — re 
not in line with the price of wheat.”’ 

‘‘We notice a slight improvement in 
flour over last week. Nothing doing !»r- 
eign. Feed remains dull.”’ 

**Home trade still dead. Nothing doing 
abroad. Good demand for feed at sa‘is- 
factory prices.”’ 

‘*Very little inquiry for flour. Ship- 
ping directions are slow.”’ 

‘*Flour trade picking up some, Jnl 
prices are sadly out of joint.”’ 

‘*Flour very quiet. Demand for feed ot 
brisk, even at reduced prices.”’ 

‘*Local customers seem to be the only 
ones that eat, or think of doing so.”’ 

‘*Flour buyers indifferent; expecting 
lower prices after June 1. Feed prices im- 
preving with better demand.”’ 

‘Domestic flour business slow. No bids 
from abroad. Feed, good.’’ 

‘*‘Business fair, but not enough to keep 
us going full time. Very little export 
business. Sold 1,000 sacks clears this 
week. Light demand for feed; prices 
slightly lower.”’ 

‘*‘Some demand for flour at prices below 


‘cost, but made no sales. No complaint 


about feed.’’ 
**Domestic trade dull. Fair demani for 
feed, but prices off.”’ 
‘*Home trade very light. No foreign 
trade. Feed, good.’’ 


OUTSIDE MILLS REPORTING 


Minnesota— 
Arlington Milling Co., Arlington. 
D. M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis. 
Blaisdell Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Seymour Carter, Hastings. 
D. F. Chandler Milling Co., St. Charles. 
C. 8S. Christensen Co., Madelia. 
L. Christian & Co., Minneapolis. 
Crookston Milling Co., Red Lake Falls. 
Eagle Roller Mill Co., New: Ulm. 
Echo Milling Co., Echo. 
Everett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca. 
Fergus Flour Mills Co., Fergus Falls. 
Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls. 
Gooding-Coxe Co., Minneapolis. 
M. T. Gunderson, Kenyon. 
Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato. 
W. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis 
La Grange Mills, Red Wing. 
Lake Crystal Milling Co., Lake Crystal 
Lanesboro Milling Co., Lanesboro. 
Lindstrom Mill Co., Lindstrom. 
Mapleton Milling Co., Mapleton. 
Minnesota Flour Mill Co., Minneapolis. 
Montevideo Roller Mill Co.. Montevideo 
New Prague Flouring Mill Co., New Pra» 
New Ulm Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
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Phoenix Mill Co., Herman. 
James Quirk Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Red Lake Falls Milling Co., Red Lake Falls. 
Rush City Roller Mills, Rush City 
Sheftield-King Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Simmons Milling Co., Red Wing. 
S. Stewart, Morris. 
Geo. Tileston Milling Co., St. Cloud. 
Wabasha Roller Mill Co., Wabasha. 
Wells Flour Milling Co., Wells. 
Winnebago Flour Mills Co., Winnebago City, 
North Dakota— 
Drayton Milling Co., Drayton. 
Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore. 
La Moure Milling Co., La Moure. 
Lidgerwood Mill Co., Lidgerwood. 
Missouri Valley Milling Co., Mandan. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Jamestown. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Valley City. 
South Dakota— 
Aberdeen Mill Co., Aberdeen. 
Central Dakota Flouring Mill Co., Arlington. 
Ex elsior Mill Co., Yankton. 
Iowa 
Fa igatter Bros., Marshalltown. 
M. tic Milling Co., Sioux City. 
P!. mouth Milling Co., Le Mars. 
Si. nnon & Mott Co.. Des Moines. 


CROPS IN THE NORTHWEST 


\\-h several days of bright weather, the 
wh: ¢ crop in the northwest has made fair 
pro vess during the week and conditions 
as whole are favorable. However, in 
sor sections the season is regarded as 
ba. vard. Occasional] reports have this 
we been received speaking of the grow- 
ing (ant being thin on the ground and 
les. igorous in appearance than it should 
be. “levator men are watching closely 
the vogress of the plant from light seed. 
Th apprehend that such wheat will be 
les ble to withstand adverse conditions 
sho ‘d they develop later in the season, 
the will the wheat from heavy seed. So 
far. here has really been very little warm 
we: ter. The bright days have usually 
bee accompanied by a cool temperature. 
Th conditions have been unfavorable 
to seeding and growth of corn. 


(: OPS IN NORTHWESTERN CANADA 


A dispatch received yesterday (May 29) 
by ‘he Van Dusen-Harrington Co. from 
the Winnipeg office, says: ‘‘Crop condi- 
tions are perfect.’? This relates to both 
Menitoba and the Northwest Territories. 
EXCURSION TO KANSAS CITY 

The party which has been made up un- 
der the direction of Dwight M. Baldwin, 
Jr., chairman, to attend the forthcoming 
convention of the Millers’ National Fed- 
eration at Kansas City, will leave the 
Union Station, Minneapolis, on Tuesday, 
June 6, at 9:10 a. m. on the C. St. P.M. & 
O. railroad (Omaha Line). 

The equipment will consist of a com- 
partment car, a sleeping car and an obser- 
vation café car. The last named will be 
in charge of a special conductor who will 
look after the needs of the party. The 
train will arrive at Omaha at 10 p. m. and 
reach Kansas City at 7:10 a. m. Wednesday 
morning. Millers desiring to join the ex- 
cursion en route should advise Mr. Bald- 
win at once so that sleeping accommoda- 
tions can be reserved for them in advance. 

The following have booked for the excur- 
sion from Minneapolis, and any others 
who desire to join should make reserva- 
tions promptly, as the available berths on 
the train are now nearly all reserved. B. 
B. Sheffield, Faribault; Benjamin Ger- 
lach, Red Wing; A. B. Black, Duluth: 
Walter C. Stern, Milwaukee; P. P. Dono- 
hue, Milwaukee; J. F. Diefenbach, Red 
Wing; P. A. Robinson, Toronto, Can; 
Dwight M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis; E. 
J. White, Grand Forks; William C. Edgar, 
Minneapolis; J. A. Dunn, Grafton; E. 
Van Houten, Moorhead; A. Huhn, Min- 
neapolis; Seymour Carter, Hastings; 
Charles Silverson, New ‘Ulm; Howard 
Commons, Minneapolis: H. C. Stebbins, 
Montivedeo; William F. Gieseke, Mar- 
shall; W. B. Parsons, Winona; J.S. Math- 
ewson, Minneapolis; G. F. Ewe, Minne- 
apolis; A. F. Strong, Minneapolis: John 
S. Pillsbury, Minneapolis; H. C. Garvin, 
Winona; A. W. Howard, Minneapolis; W. 
\.. Harvey, New Prague: R. B. Knox, Du- 
luch; A. W. Bingham, New Ulm; F. A. 
Bean, Jr., New pe ved F. G. Atkinson, 

nnespouis, and Benjamin Stockman, 
w Ulm. 


WEATH OF CAPTAIN JOHN MARTIN 


Captain John Martin, a wealthy business 
in of Minneapolis, died Thursday, aged 
years. Mr. Martin’s interests were va- 
d, but he was most prominent in the 
mber, banking and milling businesses. 
was 6 partner in the old milling firm 
Sidle, Fletcher, Holmes & Co., and when 
's business, together with that of other 
\ls, was merged in the Northwestern 
nsolidated Milling Co., he became the 
‘ancial sponsor for that company, and 
‘s very influential in its affairs until 
ught out by Thomas McIntyre: and _ his 
leagues. He was born at Peacham, Vt., 
1g. 20, 1820, and came to Minneapolis in 
‘53. Starting as a poor boy, he accumu- 
sted large wealth, being known as one of 
e richest men of Minnesota. 
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PRICES OF SACKS 


Prices of sacks at Minneapolis range as 
follows: 140-lb jute, 71¢@9c, according to 
quality; 280-lb jute, 14144c; 100 kilos jute, 
113%{¢c; 1g-bbl bleached cotton, $27; 14-bbl 
bleached cotton, for sewing, $41: 14-bbl 
bleached cotton, for tying, $42; 14-bbl un- 
bleached, $42.50; 14-bbl unbleached, $62.50 
@70; 100 kilos cotton, $175. All-rope heavy 
paper corduroy bags in lots of 1,000 and 
over are quoted: 49 Ibs, $27; 244% Ibs, 
$16.50; 121¢ lbs, $11.25; 10 lbs, $11; 5 and 6 
Ibs, $9.25. For drab, 49 lbs are $2 less, and 
other sizes are $1 less. Where taken in 2,000 
lots in one brand, prices of paper bags are 
$1@2 less, according to size. The prices 
above include printing. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


W. R. Movius, president of the Lidger- 
wood (N. D.) Mill Co., was on ’change 
Saturday. 

All the Washburn mills were down yes- 
terday and today in observation of Decora- 
tion day. 

John M. Turner is among those who are 
expected to be at the Kansas City conven- 
tion next week. 


A. W. Smith, salesman for the Hardwood 
Mfg. Co., is now visiting his home ip Scot- 
land. He will return in July. 

The Woodworth Elevator Co., in which 
E. S. Woodworth is a principal, has in- 
creased its capital stock to $250,000. 

E. J. White, manager for the Russell- 
Miller Milling Co. at Grand Forks, N. D., 
was in the city on Friday, en route for the 
east. 


Money in the Minneapolis market is 
plentiful, and millers and elevator opera- 
tors in borrowing, get it at 44¢ per centon 
strong, endorsed paper. 

Peter Bendixen, president and manager 
of the Springfield (Minn.) Milling Co., has 
been at the springs at West Baden, Ind., of 
late, owing to poor health. 

The Warren ( Minn.) Milling Co. has been 
incorporated with $15,000 capital stock. 
The incorporators are Louis M. Johnson, 
C. H. Lindberg and John Lindberg. 


The Eagle Roller Mill Co. of New Ulm, 
Minn., has registered with the patent office 
as trade-marks for flour made from wheat 
the words, “‘Pure Silver,’ ‘‘Grit’’ and 
‘*Blizzard.’’ p 

The only Pillsbury mill not in operation 
is the Lincoln, which has finished grind- 
ing an odd lot of Canadian wheat in bond. 
It will now be got in readiness for opera- 
tion on home wheat. 

The Beaver Creek (Minn.) Elevator Co., 
with a capital of $25,000, has been incor- 
porated. The officers are B. M. Pengra, 
president; H. F. Cummings, vice-presi- 
dent, and J. S. Crawford, secretary. 

C. Burkhardt, miller at Burkhardt,Wis., 
on May 20 sailed from New York on the 
steamship Pretoria for his old home in 
Germany. He is accompanied by two 
daughters and will be gone until Septem- 
ber. 

Benjamin Stockman, manager of the 
New Ulm (Minn.) Roller Mill Co., was in 
Minneapolis Friday and Saturday, selling 


-wheat. Hesaid that farmers whom he 


was sure had no wheat, delivered 3,600 bus 
at his mill. 

Hon. Loren Fletcher, at present con- 
gressman from Hennepin county, and 
James M. Diment of Owatonna, have been 
mentioned as possible candidates for gov- 
ernor on the next republican ticket. Both 
are ex-millers. 

The Listman Mill Co. of La Crosse, Wis., 
has registered the following with the pat- 
ent office as trade-marks for wheat flour: 
‘*Laxota;’”’ ‘*Topluk;’’ ‘‘Marvel;’’ ‘‘Mira- 
cle;’’ ‘‘Malisco;’’ ‘‘Coyote.’’ All were 
filed April 17, 1905. 

On June 2, the Chamber of Commerce 
will vote on this rule: In all cases of 
grain, seeds or feed products which are re- 
ported in heating condition at time of sale 
the buyer must accept or reject the said 
grain so purchased within six hours from 
time of purchase. 


A common basis on which flour is sold 
by mills at interior points in Minnesota in 
straight or mixed car lots is: patent, $6.20 
(6.30 per bbl in 98 and 49-lb sacks; 
straight, $6@6.10: first clear, $5.20(@@5.30. 
For lots of less than one car, 20c per bbl is 
usually added. For spot cash, a discount 
of 5c per bb! is made. 


The range for patent reluctantly quoted 
by large Minneapolis mills is 32s 6d@35s 
per 280 bls in jute c.i.f. London, including 
two per cent commission. They are re- 
fraining from quoting for deferred ship- 
ment as much as possible. When new crop 
quotations are occasionally made, they are 
much above importers’ ideas. 


Appointments made by Governor John- 
son to membership in the state board of 
grain appeals, are: A. E. Evenson, St. 
Peter; Theodore Thorson, Glenwood; W. 
F. Kelso, Hallock: C. F. McCorger, Fergus 
Falls; T. B. McManus, Crookston, and F. 
B. Thorson, Winthrop. F. L. Greenleaf, 
who has served two terms, retires. 


The members of the Chamber of Com- 
merce have defeated a proposed rule per- 
mitting voting by proxy. Amendments to 
rules were adopted which disqualify a 
suspended member from trading through 
a broker; prohibit admission to the floor 
on non-payment of dues: require notice 
demanding reinspection of grain, to be 
filed within forty-eight hours after a pur- 
chase is made. 


This office has received from Piet Penn, 
Rotterdam, a chart showing by colored 
lines, the fluctuations in the price of No. 
2 mixed corn in Dutch florins, c.i.f. Rot- 
terdam in 1904. The prices are per 2,000 
kilos. The chart is a comprehensive one, 
indicating, by different lines, prices 
afloat, for prompt shipment, for later 
shipment and indicating when nothing 
was offering. Mr. Penn has copyrighted 
his chart, the compilation of which must 
have required no little work. 

J. J. Quinn, secretary, gives notice that 
the Tri-State Grain Dealers’ Association, 
will hold its annual meeting at Sioux 
Falls, S. D., on June 21 and 22. An inter- 
esting programme is being prepared, in- 
cluding addresses by speakers of promi- 
nence. A considerable delegation is ex- 
pected to go from Minneapolis. A. F. 
Brenner of this city is president. The as- 
sociation was very active this year in dis- 
seminating information as to the impor- 
tance of using seed wheat, and interested 
farmers in this matter to an exceptional 
degree. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 
Mizpah, Minn., wants a flour mill. 
Wallace J. Mitchell is now head miller 

for the Consolidated Milling Co. in its C 
and E mills (Galaxy and Zenith). 

James Leffel & Co., Springfield, Ohio, 
have registered with the patent office as a 
trade-mark for water-wheels, the word, 
‘‘Samson.”’ 

Michelson Bros. will build a 50-bbl mill 
at Leipzig, Minn., on the plansifter sys- 
tem, and the Willford Mfg. Co. will fur- 
nish the machinery. 


George M. Kempton has given up his 
position as miller for the Blaisdell Milling 
Co. at Detroit, Minn., and Fred Mensing 
succeeds him. 

The W. J. Davis Milling Co., Eau Claire, 
Wis., will remodel its mill, and has or- 
dered a plansifter and other machinery 
from the Willford Mfg. Co. Capacity, 100 
bbls. 

R. J. Megaw, superintendent for the 
Lake Huron & Manitoba Milling Co., 
Goderich, Ont., who had heen in Minne- 
apolis about a week, on Thursday left for 
home. 

C. C. Day formerly of Montgomery, 
Minn., was in Minneapolis Friday en route 
for Montevideo, Minn., where he takes a 
position in the Montevideo Roller Mill Co. 
as second miller under J. M. Gordon. 

The new Winona Mfg. Co., Winona, 
Minn., has registered with the patent office 
as a trade-mark applying to mills and 
their attachments for grinding grain, 
seeds and drugs, the words, ‘‘Royal Blue.”’ 

The Neidhardt Machinery Co. has lately 
opened in the second-hand machinery 
business at the old Menzel foundry build- 
ing, and is prepared to furnish millers all 
kinds of machinery. S. G. Neidhardt is at 
the head of the company. 

Under the new ownership of the Elmore 
(Minn.) Mill Co., J. F. Pinches is man- 
ager; J. F. Dobson, head miller; J. C. 
Ricbardson, under miller, and Charles 
Richardson, engineer. The capacity of 
the mill is to be increased from 75 to 125 
bbls. 

While President Gompers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor was in Minneapo- 
lis last week, the matter of declaring off 
the boycott on Minneapolis flour was 
presented by the two labor factions, pro 
and con, but he took no action. It is now 
to be taken up by the executive board of 
the organization. 

The Charles City (lowa) Water Power 
Co., whose 100-bbl mill recently burned, 
places its loss at $20,000, with $4,000 insur- 
ance. The cause of the fire is unknown. 
Water was the power. The company, of 
which Jobn Huck is manager, is uncertain 
about rebuilding. It would like to sella 
controlling interest in its property. 

The work of remodeling the Leeds mill 
of the Mystic Milling Co. at Sioux City, 
lowa, was begun yesterday. William Say- 
right has charge of the job for the Allis- 
Chalmers Co. He will have under him 
seven millwrights from Minneapolis and 
five from points near to Sioux City. H. J. 
Hutton, manager of the company, hopes 
tosee the mill ready for operation by 
July 1. 

Peter Provost, formerly of Minneapolis 
but now of Menominee, Mich., has re- 
ceived a patent on a grain heater. Appli- 
cations was made Nov. 14, 1904. Claim 3 
reads: A grain-tube having a plurality of 
tubes for the passage of grain, and a con- 
ical (spring aupporned ) regulator support- 
ed below the tubes, the regulator being pro- 
vided upon the face thereof with obstruc- 
tions to retard the passage of grain. 
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TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


Kistel Osel of St. Paul, Minn., has re- 
ceived a patent on a grain door for freight 
cars, 

Export shipments of flour from Minne 
apolis last week were 4,695 bbls — the 
smallest in years. 

Fifty-two ‘‘outside mills’? last week 
shipped 6,035 bbls of flour to foreign coun- 
tries, against 3,865 in 1904. 

Through rates on flour reported obtain- 
able via lake and rail from Minneapolis in 
cents per 100 lbs today (May 30) were: ‘To 
London, 22.00; Liverpool, 22.00; Glasgow, 
22.75; Amsterdam, 25.00; Rotterdam, 
24.00; Bristol, 25.00; Leith, 26.00: Copen- 
hagen, 28.00; Christiania, 27.50; Antwerp, 
23.00; Hamburg, 27.00; Hull, 29.25; New- 
castle, 29.25; Bremen, 26.00: Dublin, 26.50; 
Belfast, 26.50; Dundee, 31.00; Aberdeen, 
28.00; Manchester, 22.50; Southampton, 
29.25. 

The prospects are that the western 
roads will carry into effect on July 1, the 
new regulation making 30,000 Ibs the 
minimum carload, as it applies to flour. 
The present limit is 24,000 Ibs. A num- 
ber of northwestern mills have opposed 
the change as being detrimental to their 
business, as many buyers are not able to 
take that much flour-at once. Then, in 
some states like Iowa, there is a law 
which provides for a carload of 24,000 lbs, 
and so far as flour is concerned that is 
sold and delivered within the state, the 
railroads have to accept that quantity. 
Minnesota and South Dakota mills, in 
shipping to Iowa, do an interstate busi- 
ness and the law is not applicable to them. 
They are, therefore, placed at a disadvan- 
tage with Iowa mills in competing for 
business in Iowa. However, the railroads 
urge that with the larger-sized cars now 
steadily coming into use, they must insist 
on the change. Notice. of the rule was 
given the millers in March, that they 
might have ample time in which to ac- 
quaint their customers with the regula- 
tion. 

CEREALS AND FEED 

Season bran is quoted at $17.25 in 200-Ib 
sacks f.o.b. Boston. 

The government bulletin says: All re- 
ports indicate tbat a good crop of hay is 
promised. Haying is now in progress in 
California, with a heavy crop of excellent 
quality. 

The approximate price at which millsat 
interior points in Minnesota are selling 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour is $16@ 
16.25 for bran in 100-lb sacks and $16.50 
16.75 for shorts. When in 200-lb sacks, 50c 
per ton less is asked and when in bulk, 
$1.50 per ton less. 

Current prices of feed in mixed cars to 
points in Wisconsin, Illinois and Iowa, are 
delivered in 100-lb sacks: bran and shorts, 
$16.25@16.50; mixed feed, $19.25@19.50: 
flour middlings, $19.25@19.05 per ton. 
Red-dog, in 140-]b sacks, $20.50@ 20.75; and 
in 100-Ib sacks, $20.75(@21. 

WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Recent sales of No. 2 macaroni wheat in 
Minneapolis were at 87c. 

Receipts of wheat by carloads at Minne- 
apolis and Duluth on Monday of this 
week, were 511. 

Though public wheat stocks at Minne- 
apolis last week decreased 276,000 bus, the 
quantity of No. 1 northern in these stocks 
increased 113,000. 

The stock of wheat in public elevators at 
Minneapolis last week decreased 276,000 
bus. This makes the stock 7,158,000 bus, 
against 8,471,500 a year ago, and 6,986,000 
in 1903. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground ap- 
proximately 1,075,000 bus of wheat. Re- 
ceipts (less shipments) were 1,225,000 bus, 
against 588,000 in the preceding week, 633,- 
000 in 1904, and 468,000 in 1903. 

Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth for the week ended Saturday were 
1,507,000 bus, against 870,000 in 1904, and 
854,000 in 1903. Stocks in public elevators 
at the same points are 1,560,000 smaller 
than a year ago. 

A notable feature about the Minneapolis 
wheat receipts last week was the large 
proportion of No. 1 northern. Of this 
grade there was 30.6 per cent. The ex- 
planation is that No.1 northern was want- 
ed to apply upon May contracts. 

The Mineapolis Market Record estimates 
the area of spring wheat in Minnesota and 
North and South Dakota at 14,250,000 
acres, compared with 13,194,000 acres re- 
ported by the department of agriculture 
in 1904. Increase in Minnesota, 10.3 per 
cent; in North Dakota, 11 per cent, and 
in South Dakota, a decrease of 1.9 per cent. 

Duluth Commercial Recora: The Rec- 
ord does not desire to be sensational, but 
to the people who must have northwestern 
wheat or flour and are having their vision 
obscured by the Chicago July quotations, 
we would say, don’t do it. Northwestern 
wheat is up to stay and there is every rea- 
son to suppose that the Minneapolis July 
will sell as high as the May has. 

(Continued on page 537.) 






522 THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER May 31, 1905 














> _ —ar 





78 PAGE A.ROBINSON#MANAGER — is 
211- BOARD - oF ‘TRADE: BUILDING - TORONTO 
% CABLE-ADDRESS*“PALMKING” #% 





















Contents of this publication are protected by 
copyright. Republication permitted when 
credit is given the Northwestern Miller. 

















Manitoba 


Special Correspondence 


The continued strength in the raw ma- 
terial of late, however, has been the means 
of renewing the confidence of buyers in 
the situation to some extent and in spite 





1s 9d July; Antwerp, 1s 14d July; Car 
diff, 1s 6d June. Flour— Asking Sites an 
as follows: Liverpool, 7s 94; London, ss: 
Glasgow, 9s4!4d; Bristol, 10s: Belfast, its 





F een, 


i 
The market for flour is quiet and steady. of the irregular prices ruling they have 6d: Leith, 123 6d; Aberdeen, 14s 3d; Dub c 
ee ae 1 The good local demand so often men- Shown a disposition to operate more free- ’ lin, 17s 6d; Manchester, 8s 9d, and Ant : 
TORONTO, MAY 29, 1905 A oo A * : : - 
____ tioned in this correspondence of late is ly. werp, 10s. 
still a feature of the market. Orders of bok ag come - pene Greener this NOTES 
this nature are sufficiently numerousto week has been the largest for some time eae Wh : : 
take care of all the flour that mills have past which bears out the statement made cones Pg we = Post William de 
to offer and there is not much doingin in these columns some two weeks ago g fs ore 
the way of flour shipments. Millers have that stocks in second hands throughout Frost was reported at several points iu 
DO occasion to look keenly for shipping the country were small. the wheat district of the Canadian nort})- 
business as their home trade is good and _ The demand has not been for round lots west May 26. 
is increasing steadily. Of course most of inorder to provide for future require- Stocks of flour in Montreal are 32,:43 
the larger mills have their regular cus- ments, but principally for quantities to bbls, a decrease of 1,077 compared witi: a 
tomers abroad who must be served regu-_ fill actual wants, consequently a good week ago, and an increase of 10,719 wit!: a 
iaely et ae is no pressure to sell flour eon A seo ” looked forward to for year ago. 
outside of the country. some 1ittie time to come. — ; ins i 
Prices are steady. ‘There is no disposi- With reference to Ontario blended flour ogee oe ee er « hte u 
tion on the part of sellers to alter the ex- the tone of the market has been stronger increase of 96,376 compared with a wi--k 
isting price as there is plenty of business under an improved demand and millers in ago, and an increase of 118 965 with a vear 
going at eee figures and the state of the oy eg oy mh aged eater an sy dagen ago. ¢ 7 
‘ wheat market does not warrant cutting. of 30c per while sales of car lots on f T : 
The demand for flour has been disap- Wheat is still scarce with millers but ‘as spot have taken place at $250 per bag. Montreal, May 29 eeeren®. Ban 
pointing, in view of the strength shown joo for better deliveries from farmers There is also a much firmer feeling in On- : eile 
by the wheat markets generally, as it was from now on. The roads were bad last tario choice winter wheat grades and while . 
expected that the steady advance would re- eek and that cut down deliveries consid- sme dealers are asking an advance of 10c 1 
alg a Oe he Blige cir erably. per bbl others are still selling at the fig-. Toledo 
y. SA aie i a 3 Best patents are selling here today at ures quoted in another column, but the cand ‘ 
practically caused by the congestion which go g5 “i. sack of OF Ibs ty jobbing an ee impression is that if present prices for Special Correspondence V 
still exists to a considerable extent in the  <cconds, $2.65; first clears, $2.50; seconds, Wheat are maintained a general advance The demand for flour was light ag. e 
oo E rovinces, bt ing * the SNOW — $2.05@2.15; these prices being subject to Will take place in the near future. last week. Cash wheat prices everyw! 1 t 
bloc ade last winter delaying deliveries of "ajccount of 10c per sack to the trade, In regard to the export trade in spring were advanced to such premiums over \ : 
purchases. , : : and 15c to bakers. wheat grades reports are somewhat con-_ tures that millers and flour buyers \ °e 8 
Very few sales of flour for export haye WHEAT flicting, some millers state that they have not disposed to buy. With the end of 2 .y : 
been put through. Only those millers worked some business for shipment to the deals in all markets, the trade is look iz I 
most favorably situated to get their wheat The wheat market is extremely dull. United Kingdom while others say bids for a decline in the value of cash whes “3 C 
cheaply and secure low freights on the The general opinion is that there isnot have been from 1s 6d to 2s out of line for Two mills here have been doing s: ue i 
out-going flour, have been able todo any- much more wheat to come out. Some choice patents and strong clears, but bids necessary repairs and the week’s fi ir f 
thing. Winter wheat is in better demand, place the amount at 3,000,000 bus and on low grades have been fairly satisfac- production was light on that acco t. e 
although only car lots are mostly wanted. others say 4,000,000. The latter figure is tory. Sales about equaled output and a. oi 
The opinion of country dealers is that probably well over the mark. At the Recent advices from South Africa state them were to domestic trade. For -n 
Ontario farmers are more closely sold out close of the week No. 1 northern was sell- that dealers there are giving some atten- offers were not advanced in futures, » id 
of winter wheat than for years. With farm- ing at 93!¢c, No. 2 northern at 89!c and tion to Australian flour, owing tothe in- no business was concluded. Foreig: -'s t 
ers getting from $1 to $1.05 for several No. 3 northern at 85!gc, for cash stuffin ducements offered, and that Canadian do not seem disposed to buy freely al) ve t 
months it is natural they would sweep out store, lake terminals. July closed at 94c, flour in that market at present is some- prices at which they were paying tw: ‘o ¢ 
their bins very clean. f October 79c. These prices are 144c over what neglected which probably accounts three weeks ago. I 
Present indications point toa late har- those of a week ago. for the comparatively small shipments The total flour output last week wa- °,- : 
vest. If heavy demand comes on the pres- WEATHER AND CROPS niade on the last direct vessel from here. 200 bbls, against 10,700 the previous wii k, £ 
ent light supply, much higher prices for ‘ aa Ne Cables from London Saturday reported and 8,500 a year ago. u 
winter wheat may result. One miller We have hada week of cool weather the market quiet at the advance noteda Millfeed was in much better demsud t 
said, at a couple of cents more he would with two general rains. This was not so week ago and quoted Canadian spring pat- and, owing to light production, scored an t 
be disposed to sell ten thousand bushels. favorable to the wheat crop as warmer _ ents at 29s(@29s 9d and strong clears at 22s advance of fifty cents a ton, which was 
The demand fee Seepioenne hos been ~ weather is needed. The reports a allfa- 6d@24s. easily obtained. : I 
most entirely connned to the better grades, vorable as to condition, although in some x ate 3 r = ] 2 ats 2ash se- s 
some of the millers offering to resell their places the young plant has been beaten LAKE OF THE WOODS DIVIDEND mnt ee ol ga gy Ni aT “ 1 
No. 3 northern. down by heavy rain. This is true of the The dividend on the Lake of the Woods and to fill short sales. Cash wheat showed ‘ 
BIG NEW COMPANY FORMED nee ae oe geld In owe, West Milling Co., Ltd., common stock which arange of nine cents and closed wit!) an 
™ al Ganadian Milling Co... Ltd. avored localities the young shoots are jit was expected would be declaredon June advance of two cents over the previvus 
elevators and business of the Lake Huron ("8 ell. NOTES to the absence of Robert Meighen, the _ tirely checked milling demand and total i 
& Manitoba Milling Co., Ltd., of Goderich, ; il president, who is in Great Britain. The sales from here did not exceed ten cars to 
' so of t <ellv Milling The Brackman-Ker Milling Co. will dividend will be 6 per cent. small interior mills. 
Ont, and also of the A. Kelly Milling Co., erect an 80,000-bu concrete grain tank at The speculative trade was more active ; 
itd. “¢ ; x » elev . , 80,000- 2 gre a 2 Se Se) LO spec s re active 
Ltd . of Brandon, including the eiavator Strathcona this year. LAKE AND RIVER FREIGHTS and on both sides of the market. Interior 
lines operated by Parrish & Lindsay of =e J i t 
Winnipeg. Last week’s grain inspections at Win- There has been a fair demand for lake dealers near here are bearish on the jes: f 
The capital of the new company is $1,-_ nipeg totalled 394 cars. Of these cars 341 and river freights and rates have ruled ent crop prospects aud generally short, } 
500,000. S. A. Megaw will be general man- entered the milling grades. about steady. Engagements of corn from While the buying orders have come prin- | 


ager; R. J. Megaw, superintendent, and 
Andrew Kelly, president. The new com- 


It is reported here that some leading 
brands of Manitoba flour have brought 


Chicago to Buffalo have been made at Ic 
per bu and from Chicago to Montreal at 4 
(@4\4c: while oats have been taken at 314 


cipally from New York. 
There have been about 40 cars of wiicat 
transferred from private to public elvva- 


pany is arranging to build a 3,000-bb] mill i * prices in N said ith > DAB Dt. ; 
and large elevator at St. Boniface, across bane prices in Montreal within the past (#3°4¢ per bu. From Fort William through tors to fill May contracts, mostly from 
the river from Winnipeg. With the im- . to Montreal some business has been done Millers’ stocks. Actual receipts for (he 


provements to its plant and the new mill, 
it expects next year to have a capacity of 


The market for millfeed and chopped 
stuff is steady. Bran is worth $14 per ton 
in bulk, shorts $16, chopped oats $26, 


at a fraction under 6c per bu, including 
insurance. 


week were 19 cars, against nine the p: 
ous week and 34 last year. Stock in ;11b 
lic elevators, 74,000 bus, against 2%): ,\00 


ey eS ee ee 


5,500 bbls a day. ee a chopped barley $20, and mixed barley and OCEAN GRAIN FREIGHTS last year. 
OGILVIE CONTRACT LET oats $25. ’ Ocean grain room engagements during Corn movement and acceptances \vre 
The contract for the brick work of the A. H. BAILEy. the week were small owing tothe sharp larger than in the previous week, «nd 


Ogilvie mill at Fort William has been let, 
and the work must be finished by Sept. 1. 
Two hundred men will be engaged on the 
work. The dimensions of the mill are 
50x130 feet, seven stories high, with a ware- 
house five stories high. 

The barrel factory will also be five stories 
and the docks will be eight hundred feet 
long. 

CHARLES B. WATTS. 





Sackett & Fay, St. Peter, Minn: The 
flour trade is still out of joint and no 
doubt it will continue so as long as the 
raw material is higher at the producing 
end than at the consuming end. Feed, ow- 
ing to the limited production, sells fairly 
well. Growing crops look well and give 
promise of an abundant yield. 





C. I. Gross, local manager of D. M. Bald 
win, Jr., Moorhead, Minn: Crop condi- 
tions as a whole are very favorable. 
Weather last week has been all that could 
be desired, except for a light frost in some 
localities on May 24. Movement of wagon 
wheat is increasing and deliveries are 
above expectations. 


Winnipeg, Man., May 29. 





Montreal 


Special Correspondence 


The Ogilvie Flour Mills Co. on May 26 
announced an advance in prices of 20c per 
bbl, quoting choice patents at $5.80 and 
strong clears at $5.50. This rise in values, 
however, has by no means been general 
in the trade. 

The other large millers have made no 
change whatever and are still selling 
choice patents at $5.60 and strong clears at 
$5.30 per bb] while the smaller Manitoba 
millers are offering to deliver choice pat- 
ents to any point with a 5c rate of freight 
over Montreal at $5.40 and strong clears 
at $5.10. 

The advance in wheat at Canadian and 
American centers during the past ten 
days has no doubt warranted a higher lev- 
el of prices for flour, but in the face of the 
present unsettled condition of the market 
it is difficult to see how one miller can 
realize 20c per bbl more for the same 
grade of flour than another. 


advance in grain prices which was not re- 
sponded to by English importers. Local 
and western exporters were unable to close 
many new deals, consequently the demand 
for grain room was limited. There is plen- 
ty of room offering yet for June to most 
of the leading ports and the impression of 
some in the trade here is that without 
there is a sharp decline in grain values in 
the near future some of the vessels will 
sail next month with very small grain 
cargoes. : 

On the whole, the market is very quiet 
with an easy undertone and asking rates to 
some ports have been reduced 114@3d. With 
reference to flour space there has been no 
improvement in the demand from local 
shippers as bids from foreign sources for 
Canadian spring wheat grades are entire- 
ly out of line. It is reported that a fair 
amount of space has been engaged for 
western account and asking rates show no 
change from a week ago. 

Grain—Asking rates are as_ follows: 
Liverpool, 94 June; London, 1s@1s 1d; 
Glasgow, 744@9d; Avonmouth, 1s 4d; 
Manchester, 1s; Leith, 1s 9d@1s 104d; 
Aberdeen, 2s; Dublin, 1s 94 July; Belfast, 


this market had good domestic dem: iid, 
owing to extreme prices prevailing in 
some other markets. Receipts wer ‘W 
cars. Corn planting is about finished, )ul 
a good deal will have to be veplante: 
cause of wet weather that prevailed 
days ago. 

Oats are moving freely from the in’ "! 
or and are in good demand from dom: ‘i! 
trade. 


NOTES 


M. H. Davis of Shelby, Ohio, was re 
two days. He says the milling busi ‘ss 
has been slow. Dealers will not buy ‘| ur 
based on the premium for old wheat ‘er 
new. The growing wheat cropint! ‘ 
cinity of his mill looks fine. 


C. C. Greenleaf of Lyon & Green %, 
Wauseon, was here last week. He vs, 
‘‘Flour business is slow, but there a 
steady demand. New crop looking ll. 
but acreage smaller in our vicinity t! 
year ago. Have done some busines: (0 
export, August shipment, but the prr 1! 
advance in wheat prices has checked 
demand.’’ 


Toledo, May 29. 
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e flour output of the local mills last. 


we < was 16,800 bbls, against 13,000 in 
190, 15,400 in 1908, and 28,500 in 1902. 

\. :ile the prices were placed upon a firm- 
er vasis, the market was quiet. There 
wa. an advance of 20c on all spring patents 
ea; in the week, and on the last day of 
the week another a similar advance was 
reg stered. This put special patents up to 
$6.10 in wood. he gain was the direct 
res'it of the high prices in the cash wheat 
market, and was not due to any activity 
of iemand. At the present basis of prices 
it ‘< said that the margin of profit on the 
flour is very small, if-it is not entirely 
eliminated. 

TEAMSTERS’ STRIKE SITUATION 


Sellers were impotent to inject any ac- 
tivity in the trade, the chief deterrent fac- 
tor being the labor trouble. There is great 
diflieulty experienced by the sellers in 
making deliveries, and while the strike is 
in its present uncertain condition as re- 
gards a settlement, the buyers are not at- 
tempting to stock up heavily. They are 
taking only so much flour as is needed for 
their immediate use. 

There is no doubt that there is some rest- 
lessness among the retail grocery team- 
sters, and should they eventually become 
involved, the city would face a very seri- 
ous problem. None among the jobbers or 
the retailers has flour tolast any length of 
time. The high price to which wheat went 
under the influence of the Gates’ corner, 
curtailed the buying, and the stocks were 
kept at a very low ebb. Following on the 
heels of this came the strike, in which the 
flour trade had not the remotest interest, 
but which became involved through the 
teamsters refusing to make deliveries of 
flour to any of the wholesalers who would 
ners any trade dealings with the ‘‘unfair’’ 
1jouses, 

It was announced that the strike had 
been settled at the close of the previous 
week, but the position of the express com- 
panies in the matter threw the whole 
trouble back into its former state, and the 
sellers of flour have been compelled to re- 
main idle or make such sales only as were 
possible of being carried through to the 
point of actual delivery. 

Such hauling as has been done has been 
under police protection. A few buyers are 
willing to go to the warehouses for their 
tuff, and there has been some selling on 
rack, Aside from this the local millers, 
id the big Minneapolis mills might as 
cll have been out of business, for all the 
actual selling they did. 


FLOUR MARKET CONDITIONS 


lt would probably be correct to say that 
e present high prices are merely nomi- 
uel, as the trade appears to be determined 
) await a readjustment of values. A 
veak in cash wheat prices on the closing 
day of the week lent some encouragement 
» the buyers who were looking for a de- 
ine in the four market. May is drawing 
a close, and there are some who believe 
‘hat the sharp fluctuations which have 
heen the feature in the wheat pit for so 
\ong will give way to a steady tone. Brok- 

s declare that such an occurence, togeth- 

with a lifting of the strike difficulties, 
would mean an active market. 

Che offerings of flour from the interior 
ills were not heavy. Brokers report that 
ey made a fair number of sales, but they 
not fail to complain of the strike situa- 
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tion. Kansas flour was freely offered. It 
is believed that some of the interior mills 
have liberal stocks of flour, but are run- 
ning short of wheat. 

The same lack of uniformity as to prices 
which was recently noted, was reported in 
the offerings of flour from the small mill- 
ers. Northern patents have sold in bulk 
at $5, like in the previous week, while a 
high per cent, hard winter, Kansas flour 
sold as low as $4.45, and up to $4.75. 


THE WHEAT MARKET 


The speculative demand in the pit 
seemed to be possessed of greater strength 
the last week, and the transactions were 
heavier. The sentiment among the trad- 
ers was very mixed, but during the earlier 
part of the session the tone was more bull- 
ish than otherwise. The close, however, 
found the bears taking courage, and con- 
siderable short selling of the July option 
was indulged in. This delivery dropped 
14%c on the closing day of the week, and 
the net gain for the week was only 13g@ 
13{c. 

The September option lost %e on the 
closing day, and made a net gain of only 
1c fur the week. There was a good deal 
to encourage the short selling, the condi- 
tions in the cash market in the northwest 
not being so acute, and the grist of crop 
damage reports being much lighter. 
The advices from the southwest to the 
effect that the recent precipitation had 
been of decided benefit to the growing 
crops, was used to good advantage by the 
bears. The May delivery is of course con- 
gested, and the life of the option isso 
short that there is little trading in it, the 
seed week’s business being exceptionally 
ight. 

Armour was in evidence in the market 
at times during the week, and the opera- 
tions of this house were apparently of the 
scalping order. The strength which the 
market showed on Friday was the direct 
result of Armour buying and was con- 
ducted in both the July and the Septem- 
ber option. Later there was selling by 
brokers, reported to be for the same 
house, which was taken to strengthen the 
belief that the transactions were scalping 
ones. 

The market just now is showing much 
nervousness. It is the time of the year 
when the crop prophet is abroad in the 
land, and the news which may be expect- 
ed to come from the southwest, may be 


* bullish or bearish as it suits the mind of 


the sender. 

The bulk of the reports which came 
from the southwest last week were telling 
of wet weather, and of the presence of 
rust, while some even intimated that 
smut had made its appearance in some of 
the wheat fields of Kansas. In general 
they had little effect on the market. 

Cash wheat, while stronger during the 
early part of the week weakened at the 
close, losing 2c to 3c. The nearness of 
the final May delivery day, and _ the less 
urgent demand for from the millers was 
the reason for the declines. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


F. E. C. Hawks of Goshen, Ind., and 
August J. Bulte of Kansas City were 
callers at this office last week. 

A Kansas miller, writing to a local 
broker, says that he has little flour on 
hand, and his stock of wheat is very low. 
Unless he can secure more wheat, which 
he does not think possible, or profitable 
at the present prices, he declares that he 
will soon be compelled to shut down his 
mill. 


A cargo of Duluth No. 1 wheat arrived 
last week and was re-shipped to Minne- 
apolis. The history of the wheat is in- 
teresting. It was intended to be delivered 
here on the Gates deal, but when the col- 
lapse of that corner came, the shipment 
was diverted to Buffalo, having been 
bought in at $1.15. It was returned here 
to be re-shipped to Minneapolis to filla 
May contract in that market, sold at 
$1.24. 

Nothing more has been heard of the 
new board of trade which was to be 
opened in opposition to the regular one 
because of the decision of the United 
States supreme court, declaring that the 
exchange had a property right in its quo- 
tations, which apparently was the finish- 








THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 





ing blow to the bucket shops. It is gener- 
ally believed that such an institution as 

the one which was said to have been con- 
} ia could not exist any length of 
ime. 

The decision of the St. Clair county cir- 
cuit court, which dissolved the injunction 
against the Illinois railroad and ware- 
house commission, preventing the grad- 
ing of red Russian wheat as No. 2 red 
winter, was said to be the cause of some 
buying of July wheat here for the account 
of C. H. Spencer of St. Louis. This de- 
cision had an effect upon the May deal at 
St. Louis, in which Spencer is thought to 
be heavily interested. The local exchange 
accepted the Spencer view of the wheat, 
in deciding that it was not deliverable on 
contract here. 

C. H. CHALLEN. 





Milwaukee 


A. W. FRIESE, Agent, 66 Sentinel Building 
Special Correspondence 


Flour was strong last week at a further 
advance of 10c to the basis of $6.05@6.35 for 
hard spring wheat patents in wood, but 
only moderately active, buyers continuing 
to hold off and ordering out small quanti- 
ties on old contracts. During the week 
millers were able to dispose of more than 
half their production and shipping di- 
rections continued to come in slowly. 

Reports of price-cutting were again cur- 
rent, and quotations covered a wide range, 
instances of transactions 90c@$#1 below list 
prices being noted. The manipulation of 
the May option in leading spring wheat 
markets created a sentiment unfavorable 
to trade in fleur and curtailed the volume 
of business. 

Rye flour was firm and in fair demand, 
with a moderate volume of shipping direc- 
tions reported by city millers. Prices were 
unchanged at $4.20 for fancy and $4.10 for 
standard brands in wood, with country 
product in sacks ranging 25@30c below. 

The flour production by Milwaukee mills 
last week was 32,310 bbls, against 21,450 
the week preceding, 23,100 last year, 31,290 
in 19038, 30,600 in 1902 and 43,500 in 1901. 

Two plants, one of which ran half time 
the week before, were operated to their 
full capacity, one started up after being 
down a week, running on half time and 
two others continued to be operated on 
half time. 

Only two millers reported any activity 
worthy of mention, and they complained 
that low prices were being made in the 
east, Pennsylvania being a fruitful field 
for the shaving of values. 

There was a moderate business in spring 
patents and some clears were placed, 
though not at very remunerative prices. 
Winter patents found a fairly ready mar- 
ket at prices approximating a discount 
of 60c per bbl below the figures at which 
spring could be placed, but there was a 
lack of snap and action to’the market 
which was dispiriting. 

Wheat prices were about 4c higher than 
in the ‘preceding’ week, under the influ- 
ence of manipulation in Minneapolis, but 
at the end of the week an easier feeling 
prevailed and a portion of the advance 
was lost. Millers bought choice No. 2 
northern and No. 3 spring freely, and 
there was also an improvement noted in 
the demand for medium grades of spring 
and winter, while inferior qualities lagged 
as before. 

Good milling grades were difficult to 
obtain and buyers paid a premium of 1@ 
2c for fancy. 

Rye was in light supply and bids by 
nillers advanced prices one cent more to 
83c for No. 1, the closing figure of the 
week. 

Distillers were again the principal com- 
petitors of local millers in bidding, while 
shippers were out of the market. 

Millfeed was weak and at the close 
prices were 50c per ton lower than ‘those 
of the week before. Receipts were larger 
and outside offerings were the principal 
element of weakness. Millers reported a 
falling off in the demand from the east, 
and in the west business was curtailed 
by the improvement in pastures. Bran 
and standard fine middlings in 200-lb 
sacks ranged at $14.75@15.50, closing at 
$14.75@15. 

Transactions in options were on a large 
scale, the sharp advance in May corn, 
which sold at 68c on Thursday, being the 
predominating figure of the week. One 
line of 200,000 bus was settled at 65c on 
Wednesday which netted a loss of $40,000 
to the short-sellers, and the market wasin 
a highly nervous state, closing weak after 
all the shorts were forced to settle. Trade 
in July corn was also active, but fluctua- 
tions were rather narrow. 

In July wheat there were heavy transac- 
tions and more interest was also manifest- 
ed in September, while May was almost 
entirely nominal. Prices fluctuated wild- 
ly and operations were on a liberal scale. 


NOTES 


The Phoenix mills started up again last 
Monday after being down a week’ while 
the boilers were being overhauled. 
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Clement B. Stern and Jefferson J. 
Brooks of the Atlas mills have returned 
from Minneapolis. 

Ludwig Deetjen, manager of the Daisy 
and Duluth mills, returned to Milwaukee 
Friday evening after an absence of two 
weeks in the east. 

William O. Faist has disposed of his 
Chamber of Commerce membership. He 
succeeded to his father’s interest in the 
Milwaukee Barrel Co. 

The Globe Milling Co. of Watertown, 
Wis., is erecting a 150-bb]l mill which it 
purchased at Oconto. An elevator witha 
capacity of 40,000 bbls will also be erected. 

Several members of the Chamber of 
Commerce will attend the annual conven- 
tion of the Grain Dealers’ National Asso- 
= at Buffalo next Friday and Satur- 
day. 

The Reliance mill ran only five days last 
week, the shaft breaking on the evening 
of May 13, which compelled the mill to 
shut down until Tuesday morning while 
the repairs were made. 

A Milwaukee miller last week received 
directions to ship flour sold last October, 
but only after legal proceedings were 
threatened because of the dilatory tactics 
followed by the buyer. 

Revised figures supplied by the freight 
department of the Milwaukee road indicate 
that the receipts of hay at Milwaukee dur- 
ing March over that line were 645 tons and 
in April 798 tons less than reported previ- 
ously by their daily bulletins. The statis- 
tical errors were only recently discovered. 

Receipts of millfeed showed a marked 
gain last week, the total arrivals being 1,- 
050 tons, against 890 the preceding week 
and 720 last year. Shipments, too, were 
larger than in the week before, the total 
outward movement being 4,994 tons, 
against 2,860 the previous week and 2,323 
in 1904. 

H. H. Hathaway of Binghamton, N. 
Y., the New York state agent of the Atlas 
mills, was introduced on ’change last 
Thursday by Walter Stern. He said the 
trade was waiting for more settled wheat 
markets before placing its stocks for the 
season, the discount at which wheat fu- 
tures are selling creating an unsettled feel- 
ing among flour jobbers. 

A. W. FRIESE. 

Milwaukee, Wis., May 29. 


New Orleans 


Special Correspondence 


The improvement noted last week con- 
tinues, and a fair amount of business was 
done in patents throughout the week. 
The trade in Kansas flours is confined 
chiefly to patents, with a small demand 
for straights. Clears are flat, nothing be- 
ing done in them. Quotations range all 
the way from $5.10 for so-called patents 
up to $5.50 for favorably-known brands. 

Hard spring flours are up in sympathy 
with wheat, and show a gain of 5@20c 
over last week. Quotations are irregular 
and difficult to confirm. Some sales were 
reported as low as $5.30 in cotton, but the 
regular price is around $5.50@5.60, with a 
few mills asking as high as $6 per bbl in 
cotton. 

Soft wheat goods are in slow demand, 
with mills free offerers of straights at 
$4.75(@@4.85 in 98-lb cottons. 

Quotations today, per barrel of 196 lbs 
in 98-lb cotton or 140-lb jute bags, follow: 








Hard spring patents..... ...........6. $5.30@5.60 
Second patents...............ee0+ 022+ 5-00@5.20 
WORDMINE, os og cx chain os 's.siee.0'< g'seeieisise ve Not wanted 

Hard winter patents................... 5.10@5.40 
RR ease toss hc nente One tso Keene's 4.80@5.00 
CB acc wacciateiseed eapiss'sete chee 4.2 

Soft winter patents...............see06 De eODS.75 
EE wc cenebconguabaenahers 4.65@4.90 


CUBR isc ccc exceccckscseee sens cans SO) SRRIOE 

Millfeed is dull. with quotations lower; 
mills are asking 83@85c per 100 lbs for 
soft wheat bran in 100-lb bags. Spot 
goods are quoted at 85@87c for soft wheat 
bran in 100-Ib sacks; 838@84c for hard 
wheat and 80@81e for mixed bran. 

Corn isin good demand, with quota- 
tions showing a gain of 144@2c per bu. 
Stocks on hand are light, with no receipts. 
Quotations today follow: 
oe fs AP 
I OR ss as cigs nla Ganenee KAR eRae 58 @58% 
EO rr errr: 

Oats are in good demand with quotations 
showing no material change. Brokers are 
asking 35@354c for No. 2 mixed; 36@ 
3614c for No. 2 white. 

NOTES 


Robert Valier of St. Louis was in New 
Orleans a few days last week. 

Work on the new wharves and elevators 
at the Stuyvesant Docks, the terminal of 
the Illinois Central Railroad Co., is being 
pushed night and day. Electric lights 
have been strung about, and both night 
and day shifts are being used to rush the 
work. 

H. T. LAWLER, JR. 

New Orleans, May 27. 





Switzerland exports over $2,000,000 worth 
of milling machinery yearly. 
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St. Louis millers continued to do a fair 
business in flour, but toward the end of 
the week, owing to higher wheat prices, 
the demand was not so good, as buying 
was checked by the advance. Although 


not so much flour was sold as during the’ 


previous week, better prices were ob- 
tained. Domestic buyers continued to buy 
only in a hand-to-mouth way, and millers 
do not look for any large volume of busi- 
ness until after harvest. 

There was no export business to speak 
of, although one lot of 500 sacks of Kansas 
patent was sold to Great Britain for im- 
mediate shipment. This, however, was 
somewhat of a surprise to the seller. Ex- 
port business for future shipment is ata 
standstill as prices are too high. Trade in 
Cuba and the West Indies was light, the 
demand not being good. It is understood 
that stocks of flour in those islands are 
quite heavy, so that unless prices grow 
lower it is probable that business with 
the islands will not be heavy in the near 
future. 

The feed market was firm, there being a 
good demand both from the south and 
east. Offerings were not heavy, and prices 
remained practically the same, showing a 
tendency to go higher. Bran was scarce 
and in good demand, at 77@78c a hundred. 

The cash wheat market was very strong 
owing to the scarcity of track wheat. No. 
2 red sold as high as$1.14 during the week. 
On Saturday it was $1.10 to $1.12. The 
demand for wheat was not good except for 
the choice grades, and it was only with 
difficulty that the lower grades could be 
disposed of. Most of the wheat sold was 
red winter, very little business being done 
in hard winter wheat, which at the close 
of the week was worth $1.05@1.07 for No. 2. 

The flour output of the St. Louis mills 
for the week ending Saturday, May 27, 
1905, was 12,700 bbls, against 15,500 the 
week before. Outside mills, the product 
of which is sold from St. Louis, made 22,- 
500 bbls, compared with 20,400 the previous 
week. 


CONDITION OF THE GROWING CROP 


There is no doubt that conditions for the 
growing crop are not as favorable as they 
might be. The weather was altogether 
too wet and cold. Reports from the coun- 
try show considerable deterioration in the 
condition of the crop, and in some sections 
conditions are not as good as they were 
last year. Itis estimated that southern 
Illinois and southeastern Missouri will not 
have more than one-half to three-fourths 
of an average crop. In the southern sec- 
tions of the above states harvest will begin 
within the next two weeks with favorable 
weather from now on. Complaints of fly 
and rust damage are quite numerous. 


DELAYS IN TRANSIT 


An English importer in a letter to a St. 
Louis exporter, draws attention to delays 
in shipments as follows: ‘‘America will 
have some difficulty this year in getting 
back her old business, because so many 
other countries have got into the market, 
such as Belgium, Russia and Germany, 
all of which have been offering some ex- 
cellent value, and as they have been able 
to guarantee a stipulated delivery, we 
think importers will kick a good deal if 
they have the long delays to which we 
have been accustomed to occasionally on 
American flour. 
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‘Indeed, we give our American cousins 
credit for being about as smart as they 
claim, but — we are surprised that 
their ingenuity has not yet enabled them 
to offer a seaboard bill of lading on their 
shipments. If we may say so, and we 
would like you to noise it abroad among 
your brethren, we think that they feel 
that when the stuff has left the mill, it 
does not matter very much to the shipper, 
and that the importer does not mind wait- 
ing a month or two for his stuff. 

‘‘This opinion, however, is altogether 
wrong, and if the American exporters 
came in for half the abuse that the import- 
ers here receive from their customers, we 
think they would have found some rem- 
edy long ago, and we are quite convinced 
that proper attention to this point would 
have placed the trade on a very much bet- 
ter footing. 

‘“‘As it is, we have frequently to sell 
American flour to our customers at less 
than intrinsic value, simply because the 
baker knows that he is taking some extra 
risk as to possible time of delivery.’’ 


THE OLD EXCHANGE FOUNTAIN 


The accompanying illustration shows 
the fountain that formerly: occupied the 
center of the floor of the St. Louis Mer- 
chants’ Exchange, asit looks in its present 
location in Fountain park. When the floor 
was relaid inthe Exchange room in the 
anton of 1903, it was necessary to remove 
the fountain. 

It was then decided not to replace it, as 
in the opinion of some of the members it 
took up too much space that was needed 





by the growing wants of the Exchange. 
Finally it was presented to Fountain park 
by the members of the Merchants’ Ex- 
change with the consent of the original 
donor. 

The fountain which, as can be seen from 
the illustration, is a magnificent piece of 
work, was given to the exchange by John 
A. Scudder in 1880. It was due to the ini- 
tiative of Alexander H. Smith. He was 
president of the Exchange at the time and 
it was his idea that a fountain should be 
erected. 

He started a subscription for the pur- 
pose, but this was afterwards dropped and 
the whole cost, $4,500, was borne by Mr. 
Scudder, who is still a resident of St. 
Louis and was president of the Exchange 
in 1877. The fountain was always a famil- 
iar object to the many visitors to the St. 
Louis Exchange and no doubt many will 
be interested to know what has become 
of it. 


MILL SELLS TO CONSUMERS 


One of the large Minneapolis milling 
companies has adopted a somewhat un- 
usual method of selling its flour in St. 
Louis. Canvassers are sent from house to 
house and seli any quantity from a sack 
upwards to the consumer. Instead of 
getting the buyer to order through a 
grower, the company delivers the flour 
through its local selling agent. 

Some of the grocers of this city are 
quite indignant at this method of selling, 
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as it deprives them of their profit in the 
sale of flour to their regular customers 
who buy from the canvassers. 

Consequently there are many grocers 
who refuse to handle this well-known 
brand on this account, and it is hard to 
see how the Minneapolis concern will 
profit by this way of disposing of its prod- 
ucts. 

Another large Minneapolis company has 
given up ‘selling to the large wholesale 
grocers and is selling direct to the retail 
grocers in this city. This plan, it is un- 
derstood, is proving satisfactory. 

In the past, Minneapolis mills have 
made a house-to-house canvass and taken 
orders from consumers through their re- 
tail grocers, thus forcing the grocer to 
handle the flour. This, however, is the 
first instance of a mill endeavoring to sell 
direct to the consumer whereby the grocer 
is ignored entirely. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


L. S. Meyer of John F. Meyer & Sons, 
was a visitor on ’change during the week. 

Albert Kosmack, of M. Kosmack & Co., 
flour importers of Glasgow, Scotland, was 
in St. Louis during the week. 

Fred Hattersley of the F. Hattersley 
Brokerage & Commission Co., of this city 
returned from French Lick Springs, where 
he had been spending a vacation accom- 
panied by Adolph Boettler, of the Welle- 
Boettler Bakery Co. 

R. C. Stone and H. H. Verink of the R. 
C. Stone Milling Co., Springfield, Mo., 
were visitors on ’change during the week. 
Mr. Verink stated that the crop in that 
section of Missouri was somewhat spotted 
and not above the average. 

Charles Espenschied, president of the 
Millers’ National Federation, leaves for 
Kansas City tomorrow in order to assist 
in completing arrangements for the Kan- 
sas City convention. He will remain there 
until the convention is over. 

James L. Taylor of the Kehlor Flour 
Mills Co., has applied for membership in 
the New York Produce Exchange. It is 
understood that Mr. Taylor will remain 
permanently in the east where he will look 
after his company’s interests. 

Edward Schaaf, accompanied by his 
father Louis Schaaf, of the St. Mary’s 
(Mo.) Mill Co., was a caller at this office 
during the week. They said crop con- 
ditions in their section of the country 
were not good, and they did not look for 
a large crop. 

The Watson Mill Co., Wichita, Kansas, 
wrote the Hunter Bros. Milling Co. of this 
city on Saturday as follows: ‘‘Texas and 
Oklahoma have suffered about 15 to 20 per 
cent from rust, and Kansas is now experi- 
encing the same trouble and we should 
say each stalk in ten heads is blighted by 
rust. Kansas will do well if she produces 
70 million bushels wheat.”’ 

Suit was brought last week at Edwards- 
ville, Il., by Thomas Akin and Corwin H. 
Spencer, against the Illinois state railroad 
and warehouse commissioners to restrain 
them from grading No. 2 red Russian Pa- 
cific coast wheat as No. 2 red winter 
wheat. Practically the same evidence was 
submitted as in the case that was brought 
in St. Louis against the Missouri commis- 
sioners. The judge before whom the case 
was brought dissolved the injunction, thus 
upholding the views of the state commis- 
sioners. The Akin Commission Co., since 
the decision of this case, states it will ac- 
cept any of the local stock of contract wheat 
that may be delivered to it for May deliv- 
ery. 

Robert N. Walker of the Kehlor Flour 
Mills Co. of this city will in future act as 
foreign correspondent for that firm, tak- 
ing charge of the work that was formerly 
attended to by James L. Taylor. During 
Mr. Taylor’s absence from the office Mr. 
Walker has also attended to the domestic 
sales of this company. Mr. Walker was 
born in Edinburg, Scotland, and learned 
the flour business in Scotland, having 
served his apprenticeship with a well- 
known flour importing firm. He came to 
this country a little over two years ago, 
when he took a position with a firm in 
the flour business at Pittsburg, Pa. He 
soon after came to St. Louis with the 


Kehlor Flour Mills Co., with which he has. 


been ever since. The position he holds is 
quite a responsible one, as when flour is 
on an export basis the Kehlor company 
does a very extensive export business. 
Richard Kufeke, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Flour Importers, 
London, England, in a letter to Charles 
Espenschied, president of the Millers’ 
National Federation, regarding the ap- 
pointment of delegates to the conference 
on the London landing clause, which is to 
be held in London in the near future, 
says: ‘‘I congratulate you upon the result 
which your Federation has achieved in 
improving the relation between exporters 
and transportation companies, notably 
on your success in eliminating the dis- 
crimination between wheat and flour 
rates. We hope this better state of things 
will be maintained and, if possible, fur- 
ther improved, as our trade in the future 
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will require to be handicapped with as 
few impediments as possible. You are 
aware that the milling capacity of this 
country has been greatly increased of late 
an and this increase is still continuing, 
f, therefore, the American miller, when 
once again he is favored by good crops, is 
to regain his footing here, he will have to 
fight most strenuously for it. The Lon- 
don clause, to which you refer, is a matter 
with which the National Association of 
Flour Importers is not dealing, but we 
may inform you that the London Flour 
Trade Association has had this contro- 
versy in hand and has been working on it 
for years. I have, therefore, communi- 
cated your letter to them and no doubt 


they will duly attend to it.” 


C. F. G. RaIKEs. 





Louisville 


Special Correspondence 


Orders in the milling trade have bee 
more numerous in Louisville recently, 
though the volume has gained little. Miil- 
feed continues to be active, and is, in fact 
the a ee that can be said to be in 
normal demand. The end of the season 
has not brought so much improvement as 
some of the millers hoped for. Flour has 
been bought in small quantities and only 
where wanted for immediate consump- 
tion. Of course, the price has remained ss 
it was, $5 for family use, with the usual 
scale for the various grades. 

The corn mills have participated in the 
dullness. Corn has continued high, litile 
being available, with the price at 56c ov a 
fraction higher. There is little wheat in 
the market, but the demand is slight, |: 
asmuch as the Kentucky mills are having 
‘*spring cleaning.”’ 

Harvesting begins right away and wiih 
such good wheat crop prospects, the sitt- 
tion as regards the future does not seeii 
so gloomy.. Nothing has occurred in (he 
last fortnight to injure the splendid pros- 
pects fora full crop and, by the end of 
June, the Louisville market should }ie 
booming. Many of the mills have finished 
spring cleaning by that time and the 
others will be in the process, so that it is 
certain the first ten days of July will not 
pass without finding all the large Keu- 
tucky mills at work on the new wheat. 


OBJECTS TO RATE-MAKING PLAN 


The plan suggested by the New York 
Board of Trade and Transportation to the 
United States senate committee to preveuit 
rebates by making any reduced rate givin 
by a railroad the standard for the year, 
has interested Kentucky shippers, because 
of their constant troubles. A Louisvi!'e 
grain man finds flaws in the suggestion 

‘*Take two northwestern grain points,” 
he says, ‘‘and say the grain rate to Chica- 
go from one is eighty cents and from the 
other seventy-five. Suppose the former, 
which is much farther from Chicago than 
No. 2, cuts the rate to seventy cents in 0: 
der to compete. The interstate commerce 
commission would discover the reduction 
and fix seventy cents as the rate and city 
No. 2 would be out of the competition un- 
less she could persuade the railroads to 
reduce their rate, too, in which event they 
would have to let it stand for a year.”’ 


NOTES 


Oats are quoted at 36c and rye at dsc, 
with the market showing the same deai- 
ness as in other grain. 

The price of wheat has receded somewhat 
during the week from the previous figures 
of $1.05, though no active dealing has been 
noted. 

Plans for doubling the capacity of the 
Washburn-Crosby plant in Louisville are 
going steadily forward. Millwrights are 
said to be in demand. 

Several new mills have been started up 
in Kentucky despite the general dullness 
in the trade, and in addition several plants 
have been enlarged. The greatest activity 
in this direction has been noticeable in thie 
southwestern section of the state. 

The receipts and shipments of flour |: 
week were respectively 2,697 and 14,.!! 
bbls, against 2,344 and 17,133 last yeu! 
The receipts and shipments of corn wé« 
134,272 and 115.561 bus, compared wit! 
374,652 and 285,272 a year ago. Oats, 96,1)". 
and 62,388 bus, respectively and in 1%, 
48,300 and 46,795. heat, 25,112 and 19,775 
bus, and in 1904 were 64,220 and 41,955. 

I. M. HARCOURT. 

Louisville, Ky., May 29. 





W. F. Gieseke, secretary Marshal! 
(Minn.) Milling Co: Crops look goo 
Flour trade fair in domestic markets; i 
mediate wants are apparently only beius 
supplied. Feed is quiet. Very little whe:' 
to move. 





H. C. Stebbins, manager Montevideo 
(Minn.) Roller Mill Co: Flour is dead ani! 
buried. Feed trade continues good. Mov: 
ment of wheat is phenomenally larg 
Crop conditions are exceptionally good. 
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a 
Trade in flour continues quiet. About all 
of it is confined to domestic business 
though small sales for foreign account are 
occasionally made and serve to keep alive 
the idea that export will be possible on a 
irge scale later in the season.’ In domes- 
business orders are mostly in small lots 
dat very uneven prices. 
‘he uneven character of the cash wheat 
market is responsible for the disparity in 
flour quotations; though the holding by 
some mills of large wheat stocks and by 
others of little or no wheat is a contribut- 
ing cause. 
“he principal part of the current busi- 
ness is in central states. Prices quoted 
range from $4.90 basis Kansas City upward 
to $5.20 for long patent in quarter cottons. 
Some sales are being made all along to 
larger eastern markets; these at prices 
ranging from $5 to $5.20 for straights in 
jute delivered. 

Prices on round lots as quoted by Kan- 
sas mills to buyers here vary from $4.20 to 
4.50 for straights in jute, though some 
ask higher than the better price named, 
and some can not see their way to sell on 
current values. 

In clears there is an uneven trade, but 
generally little demand. Most Kansas 
mills have considerable accumulations of 
this grade that they are unable to dispose 
of. Quotations vary from $2.80 for seconds 
to $3.75 for good qualities. 

Offal is an even market with small offer- 
ings here and a limited demand. Prices 
are practically unchanged. 

Wheat receipts were larger last week 


ne 


than the week before, a good deal of the ~ 


offerings being out of country stores. 
Cash prices here were generally higher, 
and buyers in the country bid well up to 
the Kansas City cash basis. 

_Mills are running along at about a half- 
time average. A good many Kansas mills 
are making repairs of one kind and an- 
other. A few are running full time; they 
are mostly those with western outlets for 
patents. The output of the mills at Kan- 
sas City for the week was 23,800 bbls, as 
compared with 34,200 the week previous, 
and 16,50 a year ago. 


SOUTHWESTERN CROP CONDITION 


On the whole, the recent reports as to 
the growing wheat crop of Kansas were 
rather better than the pessimistic ones 
current the week before. Good rains have 
fallen over a large part of the wheat acre- 
age and these, more than anything else, 
have led to a modification of the views of 
those fearful ones who saw little save ca- 
lamitous failure in the news available ten 
days ago. 

Now that the crop has had its present 
needs, in the way of moisture, supplied 
and warmer weather is prevalent and 
promised in future, there is no real fear 
as to the future prosperity of the crop. 
"he fields where the stand is thin will not 
yield heavily, but that the yield as a whole 
will be up to the average is not generally 
disputed. 

Several early estimates of the yield and 
the total crop are at hand. Many of these 
“re broad guesses, more or less founded 
upon local conditions in the observer’s im- 
mediate vicinity. A painstaking estimate 
made by General Freight Agent Koontz of 
‘he Santa Fé is worth attention. His fig- 
ures are based on returns from agents of 
the road in many counties of the state, and 
‘rom county clerks and other authorita- 
tive sources in the remaining counties. 
All correspondents were cautioned to be 
conservative in their figures. 





Taking the assessors’ returns for the 
acreage and counting a yield of 20 bus to 
the acre as perfect condition, Mr. Kountz 
arrived at an estimate of 82,650,350 bus as 
the prospective crop for the entire state. 
Mr. Koontz’s estimate shows fourteen coun- 
ties promising a crop of 2,000,000 or more 
bushels each and 17 additional counties 
that promise more than 1,000,000 bus each. 
One county, Barton, he figures will raise 
more than 4,000,000 bus. 

Sumner county, which has raised about 
5,000,000 bus in past years, he estimates 
will produce this season, about 2,750,000 
bus, or a little better than 10 bus to the 
acre. 

On the whole, there is little reason to 
change from the statement of condition 
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size; nearly twenty from this section are 
booked for the ride through the wheat 
fields of Kansas and into Oklahoma. 

Important delegations from Ohio, In- 
diana and Illinois are planning to go to 
the convention. 

The southwest will be present in strong 
force. By far the larger number of mer- 
chant millers of Kansas plan to attend, 
and besides these there will bea great 
many from both Oklahoma and Nebraska, 
while Missouri is certain to be creditably 
represented outside of St. Louis and Kan- 
sas City millers. 

While the trip through the wheat fields 
is regarded as aside trip, more than 120 
reservations on the special train have al- 
ready been made. Practically all these 
are made by millers in the east and north 
who have slight if any acquaintance with 
the wheat section of the southwest and are 
taking advantage of this opportunity to 
view it. 

The reservations now madeare exclusive 
of the party from the northwest, which 
will number not less than forty. This 
party will be booked as a unit. It, togeth- 
er with the scattering reservations which 
will be allowed during today and tomor- 
row, will doubtless make a total of nearly 
200 who will take the trip following the 
Convention. Present plans are indefinite 
as to whether the train will be run in one 
or in two sections, but the committee in 
charge purposes that there shall be no 


HOTEL BALTIMORE 


In the center of the retail district; an exceptionally fine hotel that has done much 
to make Kansas City a popular place for large conventions. 


given in this department a week ago. The 
wheat promises well, save for a thin stand 
over part of the territory, and, on present 
condition with favorable weather, a full 
crop will be harvested. 

Better reports are being received from 
Oklahoma. Recent rains have been help- 
ful. Complaints of rust have so far been of 
red rust only; no black rust has been re- 
ported from any part of the territory. In 
western Missouri conditions are excellent. 


THE BIG CONVENTION 


All signs indicate that at Kansas City 
next week there will be gathered in mass 
convention the greatest number of millers 
ever assembled. Advices from north, east 
and west all go to point the same fact. On 
account of the fact that reservations of 
rooms have been very largely directed to 
the various hotels, the committee is with- 
out anything resembling exact knowledge 
as to just how many will be here. All 
plans are based on a minimum of 500 mill- 
ers, besides the representatives of allied 
businesses who go toward making up the 
attendance at the annual mass meeting. 

The party from the northwest will num- 
ber not less than forty and advices from 
there are to the effect that probably a suf- 
ficient number to make upa full special 
trainload will yet be booked. 

From New York and all the way 
through eastern and central states consid- 
erable parties are well assured. Tennessee 
and Kentucky will send a party of good 


crowding. Additional reservations dur- 
ing the Convention will, on this account, 
doubtless be impossible. 

Word is received that H. B. Tasker of 
London, England, will be present at the 
Convention. He will represent the London 
Flour Trade Association. 

S. Gruner of Hamburg will be among 
the other representatives of the foreign 
trade present. 

Those in charge of the local arrange- 
ments are today sending out ‘‘the parting 
shot’’ to millers who have not already sig- 
nified an intention to come to the Conven- 
tion. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Henry W. Clough of Topeka, Kansas, is 
the patentee of a grinding mill. 

H. Work of the Ellsworth (Kansas; Mill 
& Elevator Co., is in California ona pleas- 
ure trip. 

W. Peters, formerly a miller in the Rex 
mill here, has permanently located at 
Leavenworth, Kansas, where he is now 
head miller for the Leavenworth Milling 
Co. 

Fire resulting from lightning destroyed 
the grain warehouses of the Menefee- 
Drought Grain Co. and Huffine & Co. in 
Kansas City, Kansas, last Thursday morn- 
ing. Eightthousand bushels of grain and 
several hundred tons of hay were a total 
loss. The entire loss on buildings and con- 
tents amounts to about $35,000. 
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The New Era Milling Co., Arkansas 
City, Kansas, will shortly begin work on 
a reconstruction of its wheat storage. Its 
elevator capacity will be increased about 
25,000 bus by the change. The company 
also plans, among other changes, to burn 
natural gas under its boilers. Gas has re- 
cently been found in large quantities near 
the mill. 

Theodore Ismert, who spent the week 
here in attendance at the F. O. M. A. con- 
vention, returned home yesterday. He 
says that so far the plans for the new mill 
in Armourdale have not progressed further 
than the general plans and drawings for 
the buildings, but that more active work 
will shortly be taken up. The mill will 
be of from 1,000 to 1,500 bbls capacity, with 
a building sufficiently large to accommo- 
date a considerable increase over this. 

R. E. STERLING. 


BAKERY NEWS 


J. Render & Co., biscuit manufacturers, 
Montreal, Quebec, have dissolved. 

Tillotson & Fraser have sold their bak- 
ery at Boise, Idaho, to A. J. Stephens. 

Philip Zimmerman’s bakery at Hart- 
ford, Conn., recently burned. Loss insured. 

F. G. and L. F. Stroehmann, W. H. and 
R. M. Fruschell and Charles Bramer have 
incorporated the Stroehmann’s Vienna 
Bakery at Wheeling, W. Va., with $50,000 
capital stock. 

The Keystone Bread Co., Camden, N. J., 
has been incorporated with $20,000 capital 
stock, to do a generral bread and cracker 
business. The incorporators are Asa T. 
Jones, Henry Rosenthal, Philadelphia, 
Pa; Edward E. Walker, Camden. 

A German scientist describes a method 
of detecting cornmeal in bread. The bread 
is treated with potassium-hydroxid solu- 
tion, filtered, evaporated to dryness and 
extracted with boiling isoamylalcohol for 
several hours. If the bread is free from 
maize flour, the resulting yellow-brown 
liquid when filtered is clear or slightly 
opalescent. If the bread contains maize 
meal, however, it is more or less opaque. 
When the cold liquid is filtered, the ad- 
dition of benzol crystals causes more or 
less opalescence if maize is present, other- 
wise it remains clear. 

A patent has been granted to Baptiste 
Ycre of New York City, ona baker’s oven. 
Claim 7 reads: In a baker’s oven, the 
combination, with a baking-chamber and 
a charging -chamber in front of the same, 
of a plurality of baking-racks adapted to 
be arranged in rows in the baking-cham- 
bers, a truck located in the charging- 
chamber, and means for moving the truck 
transversely in the charging-chamber into 
line with either one of the rows of baking- 
racks, the truck being provided with long- 
itudinal grooves for receiving one of the 
racks ata time and transferring it from 
one place in the baking-chamber to an- 
other place in the same. Application was 
filed June 1, 1904. 


MINNEAPOLIS 





Emil Stahle, general manager in this 
country for Werner & Pfleiderer, Sagi- 
naw, Mich., departed from Minneapolis 
on Wednesday of last week. He was here 
in the special interest of the loaf dough 
divider, and took an order from Regan 
Bros. It was an error in saying that the 
divider was being installed, as it will be 

erhaps three months before it can be de- 
ivered. This machine is a foreign inven- 
tion, having been used in England ten 
years or over, but is to be improved so that 
it will be specially adapted to American 
work. It ‘‘scales’’ the dough—that is, 
weighs it—a part of the work usually done 
in bakeries by hand. When dough is 
weighed by an attendant, experience has 
shown that the loaves run irregular in 
weight—some light and some heavy. The 
divider is designed to make the weight of 
the loaves uniform, and it is stated that 
the variation is within one-eighth of an 
ounce. The claim made by the manufac- 
turers is that it not only insures uniform 
weighing, but effects a saving in both la- 
bor and dough. Mr. Stahle stated that he 
had secured orders from quite a number 
of bakers within the last six weeks. 

The machine to be placed in the Regan 
bakery will have a capacity of from 2,000 
to 4,000 loaves an hour. It can be so ad- 
justed that loaves may be made of any 
weight between 16 and 36 ounces. The 
price has been reduced with the object of 
placing the divider within the reach of the 
smaller bakers. 

Minneapolis bakers, having bought flour 
when prices were low in April, are now 
pretty much out of the market. They re- 
port that winter wheat millers quote 
them prices, but that in doing so, make 
them subject to confirmation by wire. 

MILWAUKEE, WIS. 

Twelve more master bakers last week 
signed the agreement presented by the 
bakers’ union. The old agreement expires 
next Thursday. Forty more signatures 
must be secured to the agreement to in- 
clude all the shops in Milwaukee. 
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Indianapolis mills produced 8,172 bbls of 
flour last week, compared with 1,600 the 
week before, 6,650 last year, and 7,130 two 
years ago. 

The flour market did not show improve- 
ment last week. The advance in the wheat 
markets seemed to check flour buyers and 
they were unwilling to follow the advances 
which millers were compelled to make, 
owing to the steadily advancing premium 
on milling grades of cash wheat. 

All the flour that was sold was on a ba- 
sis below wheat values and millers are 
planning to continue grinding only until 
— present stocks of wheat are exhaust- 
ed. 

Prospects of working export business 

‘seem to be further off than ever. Flour 
prices have been advanced 15c and were 
quoted as follows: patent, $5.10(@5.25; 
straight, $4.60(@4.80; clears, $3.70@4.10, 
per bbl, in wood, f.o.b. Indianapolis. 

There is practically no wheat coming in 
and $1.06@1.08 per bu was bid for No. 2 
red and 87c for July on call board at In- 
dianapolis, Saturday. 

The millfeed trade was quiet, mixed feed 
showed an advance of 75c per ton com- 
pared with price of the previous week and 
was quoted at $16@16.25 per ton bulk, In- 
dianapolis, for prompt shipment. 

Stocks of wheat in Indianapolis Satur- 
day were 91,679 bus being a decrease of 
37,225 bus compared with the stocks of 
the previous week. 


CROP CONDITIONS 


The wheat crop has not been disturbed 
in its general condition of promise. There 
is a limited extent of unfavorableness but 
the average condition has not been lowered 
appreciably and reports indicate healthy 
growth and progress. The corn crop plant- 
ing is being fast accomplished, ideal 
weather having prevailed last week. 


FROM THE TRADE 


The Goshen Milling Co., Goshen, Ind: 
There has been no radical change in the 
flour market since last week. The advance 
in wheat has made buyers a little more 
willing to give directions for flour bought 
some time ago. Should the present high 
price of wheat prevail it will be many a 
day before we do any export business. 
Crop conditions are all that could be asked 
for. Farmers are busy planting corn and 
are delivering no wheat to speak of. 

Blanton Milling Co., Indianapolis: The 
nervous condition of the wheat markets 
has disturbed the flour trade considerably. 
Flour buyers have been unwilling to fol- 
low the advances. We shall probably see 
the present level of prices for old wheat 
and old wheat flour carried over into the 
new crop. . Trade has been rather quiet, 
but there is no object in a miller reducing 
his quotations below cost under present 
conditions. We are again above an export 
basis on flour prices, which is to be re- 
gretted. We had hoped that a part, at 
least, of the sharp decline in the wheat fu- 
tures, would be maintained and thus put 
American millers in a position, by the 
time the new crop was on the market, to 
do some export business. 

Acme Milling Co., Indianapolis: We 
have put in a full week grinding, but the 
office has not done as well as the mill. 
Flour continues to move slowly and wheat 
sells easier than its product. To be sure 
there is very little wheat offering, so there 
is little doing by the wheat traders or flour 
salesmen. Feed is in very limited supply 
and prices higher. In our immediate vi- 
cinity the growing wheat continues to 
promise all that could be asked. 

Loughry Bros., Monticello, Ind: There 
is but little change to note in the demand 
for flour. Local trade claims that flour is 
offered at former prices before the advance 
in-wheat. Corn will be nearly all planted 
this week. Other crops are looking fine. 

The Williams Bros. Co., Kent, Ohio: 
Wheat market has taken on decided 
strength and flour buyers are not inclined 
to take hold at advanced prices. Business 
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has been at a standstill completely the last 
two weeks, although we have been run- 
ning on old orders. We fear that owing 
to the last radical change in the wheat 
market, export business is impossible at 
the present time. We have had some very 
-hard frosts the past week, but so far as we 
can learn there has been no material dam- 
age done to the growing crop. 

The Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy, Ohio: 
We can report no change for the better in 
the flour market; in fact, inquiries and 
sales are even fewer since the sensational 
advances in wheat in which no buyers take 
any stock. The new wheat crop continues 
to look fine in this vicinity, and we believe 
we can not fail to harvest a splendid crop. 

The Ansted & Burk Co., Springfield, 
Ohio: The flour market is in about the 
same condition as last week. Dealers are 
buying from hand tc mouth, especially 
since the recent advance. Wedo not like 
these booms on the verge of the new crop, 
but good sound milling wheat is extreme- 
ly scarce in this country, and there is no 
doubt but the crop reports were too glow- 
ing, and now the crop killer is getting his 
work in fast but we believe we will havea 
pretty fair crop of wheat in the United 
States, of course with favorable weather 
from now on. We are pleased tostate that 
our wheat is in excellent shape in southern 
Ohio, but what we need is dry weather 
from now to harvest. 

JOHN NICHOLSON. 





Michigan 
Special Correspondence 


Milling conditions were favorable last 
week and the city mills‘made a full run, 
turning out 12,000 bbls of flour, compared 
with the same amount a week ago, and 
10,500 bbls for the corresponding week of 
last year. Eastern orders came to hand in 
large numbers and some round lots were 
taken, showing less caution on the part of 
buyers than had been in evidence for some 
months. ‘They want a good deal of flour 
and want it now. Nearly all the orders are 
for prompt shipment and there is no 
trouble about shipping directions, the 
only worry is to get the flour out fast 
enough. 

There is not much charge in the local 
market. Competition is very sharp and 
little attention is paid to ordinary rules 
framed to prevent demoralization. The 
trouble is still the dumping of spring 
wheat flour of inferior quality on the 
market at prices that put first-class goods 
at a great disadvantage. 

Prices are higher and might be satisfac- 
tory if millers were able to secure all the 
wheat wanted. Asit is there is a great 
struggle for grain and the same state of 
affairs exists at various parts of the state 
where the farmers’ reserves have been ex- 
hausted and outside wheat must be 
brought in. 

Export business was neglected and the 
rye flour market was quiet. 


NOTES 


The Midland Queen brought a cargo of 
Manitoba wheat here last week for David 
Stott. 

Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach: ‘‘The 
pew crop is in first-class condition in this 
section. We do not think the wet weather 
has hurt it any and haven’t heard of any 
damage being done by the fly. Demand 
for flour and feed is just fair.” 


Albion Milling Co., Albion: ‘‘New crop 
prospects continue good, although bright, 
dry weather is now needed. There are no 
signs of insect damage. The demand for 
flour and feed has been excellent for the 
last ten days and we look for it to contin- 
ué so at least the present week. Were cash 
wheat easier to obtain milling would be 
quite satisfactory now.”’ 


A report came from Grand Rapids a few 
days ago to the effect that grain dealers 
there and in Detroit were forming a trust 
and holding secret meetings with the ob- 
ject of manipulating prices. Nothing is 

nown of any such action in this city, aH 
grain dealers stating that no such meetin 
had been held. They believe the Gr, 
Rapids. end of the rumor also is Wi 
foundation. Pa 
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Some time ago the village of Morrice 
gave Sutton & Mackey a bonus to assist 
them in running a mill and electric light 
plant, but later wanted the money back, 
claiming that the millers did not carry 
out their agreement. The village secured 
judgment in the lower court and also won 
in the supreme court, to which an. appeal 
had been taken. Asa result, the millers 
have paid back the sum of $2,655, the $655 
being interest on the $2,000 since it was 
granted. 

An old Indian mill situated near Maren- 
go was visited last week by members of 
the Battle Creek Nature Club. The mill 
is an interesting relic of the olden times 
and no doubt produced something resem- 
bling the foods for which Battle Creek has 
since become well known. The ‘‘mill’’ is 
on a rock about three feet high, nine feet 
wide and fourteen feet long. Near one 
corner is a cavity twenty inches deep and 
twenty-two inches in diameter shaped like 
a bowl. In the olden days the Indians 
came here with their corn and had it 
gristed. The method was to fasten a stone 
to a bent sapling and mash the corn with 
the former, the latter acting as a spring 
to help lift the stone pestle. The mill was 
written up in an eastern magazine many 
years ago, but has since been forgotten 
and re-discovered. 


Detroit, May 29. 


Tennessee 


Special Correspondence 


Millers report business still on the quiet 
order, but a little better than it was last 
week. he mills are selling about all 
the output of the patents and high grades, 
but shipping orders are rather slow. Very 
active business can not be expected so near 
the new crop and millers are not com- 
plaining, so long as the orders are suffi- 
ciently large to enable them to continue 
operations full time. There is no foreigu 
demand and millers are wholly dependent 
on domestic and local trade. 

The influx of the surplus of western 
mills is still a drawback to activity, but 
this is one of the incidents of competition 
and millers are meeting this as best they 
can so as. to sell at less than cost of pro- 
duction. 

Prices are firm in view of the advance 
in wheat, but millers have been unable to 
raise figures, for the reason that they must 
meet western competition and could not 
do so at higher prices than those now pre- 
vailing. 

Quotations are $5.35 for best patent; 
$4.85 for choice, with the usual differentials 
for intermediate grades. These prices ap- 
ply to flour in wood. In cotton sacks a 
reduction of 15¢ per bbl is made for 
shipment. 

There is an active movement in corn 
goods and mills are selling full time out- 
put at better prices than prevailed last 
week. Bolted meal is quoted at $1.28 per 
100 lbs; grits, $1.35; pearl meal, $1.35. 

Corn has been in excellent demand dur- 
ing the past week or so. and the activity 
is growing daily. All offerings are accept- 
ed at ruling prices, which are, for white 
milling, 58c; for mixed, 57\gc. The active 
demand is rather remarkable, in view of 
the shake-out of May options, which has 
caused future prices to fall several points. 
This has not, to any appreciable degree, 
affected the cash market. Receipts of corn 
are liberal, but all offerings are readily ac- 
cepted. 

Oats are in good demand at 36c for white 
and 35c for mixed. Receipts are large. 

The advance of wheat prices in the west 
has caused a sympathetic advance here and 
millers would have to pay $1.10 for good 
No. 2 wheat today. 

The reports from the country as to crop 
condition, are rather conflicting. Some 
indicate prospects never better, while from 
other parts of the state comes the report 
of rust and Hessian fly, but these are from 
isolated localities and are not general. 

The rains of the last week have done 
some damage to the wheat and corn crops, 
but the weather is now clear and warm 
and the damage will not be extensive. 

Millfeed is in excellent demand and the 
mills are oversold of both bran and mid- 
dlings. Prices have been advanced all 
around and bran is quoted at $18 per ton 
f.o.b. Nashville; middlings, $20; hominy 
feed, $17. 

The Liberty Mills is now shipping 35 
cars of hominy feed to Philadelphia. 

NOTES 


The Wilhboite Mills Co. of Marshall coun- 
ty has been chartered with a capital 
stock of $6,000. 

The Union Machine Co. of this city has 
added to its business a department of 
mill supplies and will work this branch of 
the trade very thoroughly in the southern 
states, 

The Royal Milling Co., manufacturer of 
self-rising flour, has completed and put in 
operation its plant in this city. The offi- 
cers of the company are: R. C. Lindsey, 
president; J. L. Massey, vice-president ; W. 
T. Henderson, secretary and treasurer. 

Nashville, May 29. J. B. CLARK. 


JOHN BARR. 
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Buffalo 


Special Correspondence 


Trade in flour is certainly better than it 
was, and there will be no complaint if it 
keeps on at the present rate of improve- 
ment. But Buffalo seems to have the cal] 
on the market and the northwestern repre- 
sentative are simply doing nothing. 

While prices locally have advanced about 
20c, the northwest is up fully 35¢ and is 
about that much too high to do any busi- 
ness. There are hopes, however, that the 
eastern miller will advance prices. 

As far as the future is concerned, there 
is little doubt that the local mills will be 


. busy fora month to come; there are yo 


stocks of consequence here, and sufficient 
orders ahead to warrant that statement. 

he buying last week was of smal] 
quantities mostly for immediate shipment, 
And it came from all points; indicating 
general low supplies. Buffalo quotations 
to the grocer trade were advanced and the 
prospects are good for a further advance 
this week, almost regardless of what wheat 
will do. 

Local millers are doing an excellent 
business in millstuffs. There is nothing 
slow on the list except an occasional brand 
of mixed feed, and millers are getting het- 
ter prices than quoted, asarule. Regular 
dealers are inclined to talk bearish on 
western millfeeds and they claim that ihe 
present demand is not so good as it should 
be. It would not be surprising to see feed 
selling lower, as the tendency has bee»: in 
that direction for several days. 

Reports from many points are to the ef- 
fect that the season of pasturage wil! be 
short, owing to the late start in the most 
important sections. 

Gluten feed is almost unobtainable, : 
cept in small quantities and at high pri: 
It is claimed that the factories are sold | 
to the first of August. Gluten is sc: 
and strong, with an active inquiry. 

Cornmeal is firm and offerings are li. ‘it. 
Oilmeal is dull, except for export. 


STRANGE ROUTING FOR WHEAT 


The steamer Algonquin arrived here ‘ist 
Wednesday, with 91,546 bus of wheat f»om 
Fort William and Port Arthur, consig:ed 
to the Hadley-Shaw Milling Co. at Tho: ld 
and St. Catharines, Ont. There is noth ig 
strange about Buffalo receiving w) vat 
from these ports, but its destination cr. at- 
ed no little speculation as to the res-:on 
why it was not sent by the Georgian ‘uy 
or some other route. 

The rates for elevating and storage {or 
30 days is only 4c per buat Georgian | vy, 
and Buffalo could not touch that. At (rst 
there was talk of sending the cargo fiom 
Buffalo to the millers by way of the ‘\c!- 
land canal, in canal boats, but this has .p 
parently been dropped, as the wheat is of- 
fered for sale here—or a portion of it is 

As near as can be learned, there is some 
trouble in getting that cheap Canadian 
rate so much bragged about in the papers. 
It smacks much of an attempt to brin 
someone to terms, and elevator owners «id 
canal forwarders are ready to help aloug 
the good work. 

Some years ago Pillsbury loaded three 
canal boats with flour and sent them down 
the canal to New York amid great flourish 
of trumpets. The railroads came to time 
and not another load of flour has been 
shipped on the old Erie canal from that 
day to this. 

At all events, this wheat is here, with 
no shipping orders and a deep mystery at- 
tached. 


Om HM 


NOTES 


It is understood that the Washburn 
Crosby mill here will increase its capacity 
to 6,000 bbls within the next six months. 

Receipts of grain and seed at this port 
for the season to the close of business ‘at- 
urday were 15,327,800 bus, against 625,128 
last year. 

Canal forwarders say the delay in repai!- 
ing the break in the canal has drive! a 
large amount of business from the route 
and they intend to make a vigorous })'0- 
test against the holdup. Boats only ben 
to arrive last Friday, while it is allesed 
that the canal could have been in shipe 
a week earlier. 

General Manager Stephens of the |vy 
stone Transfer & Warehouse Co., is 
placed upon the streets of Buffalo ‘le 
finest line of electric carts on the mar'.:t. 
They are certainly up to date, being nivre 
convenient than anything used here » ud 
are proving to be a good advertisen: ul 
for the company. 

The steamer Parks Foster left this) >" 
Thursday morning for Chicago, with |"), 
000 bus of wheat. That is.all the infor 1a 
tion regarding her destination or the »b- 
ject in sending this wheat back up the ke 
that can be obtained. here. Presum: ly 
it is needed at Chicago or Duluth in © /1- 
nection with the wheat whirl. 

E. BANG ASSE 

Buffalo, N. Y., May 29. 


J. C. Coxe, Gooding-Coxe Co., Roya! 
Minn: Movement of wheat-is pretty g: 
receipts quite liberal for this season o! |e 
year. wt 
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INTERSTATE 


COMMERCE 


B. B. Sheffield and Herbert Bradley Appear Before the Senate Committee 


On May 18, B. B. Sheffield_of the Shef- 
field-King Milling Co. and Herbert Brad- 
ley, traffic manager of the Millers’ Nation- 
al Federation, were given a hearing in 
Washington relative to the desirability of 
giving increased powers to the interstate 
commerce commission. Herewith is given 
the substance of their remarks: 


MR, SHEFFIELD'S STATEMENT 


My name is BR. B. Sheffield. I am en- 

gaged in the milling and elevator business 
at Faribault, Minn. We handle about 5,000,- 
000 bus of wheat_yearly—grinding about 
that quantity. Five million bushels is a 
larve quantity. We ship over the Milwau- 
kee «¢ St. Paul, the Rock Island, and the 
Great Western railways. 
-] ave yet to see a miller who wishes any 
Chauge as to rates any more than to thor- 
oughly enforce the laws now in force. I 
am -atisfied with the interstate commerce 
law us it exists. 

I cave not made any complaint to the in- 
ters ate commerce commission, and have 
hac uo occasion to do so. 

The rates on flour, we believe, are about 
as y-asonable as can be made. The present 
rate from Minneapolis to New York or 
fro:: Faribault—which is the same thing 
—i. i9ge, Tige of which is from Minneap- 
oli: or Faribault to Chicago. We consider 
thac a very low rate. 

representing one of the outside mill- 
ers, | might say that the outside millers 
are setting full protection as compared 
wit. those centrally located in the large 
mil ing groups, for instance. The rate to 
Liv: pool at the present time is about 21c 
or ?.c, depending on the ocean rate from 
Min»eapolis to Liverpool. I do not belong 
toa y trusts or combinations. I do not 
rece.ve any rebates, since the interstate 
com merce law was enacted. 

\\. believe the rate-making power should 
be je't in the hands of the railroads. As 
Isay, I have yet to talk with any one in 
the milling business—and I have talked 
wit) a great many—who wants to see the 
ratc-making power fixed in the hands of 
the commission. I think, asa rule, ship- 
pers are opposed to fixing the rate-making 
power in the hands of the commission. I 
think there might be possible exceptions 
tothat, but very few. Shippers believe 
that, under the present arrangement, they 
can get quicker action; that in case of 
emergencies they can get attended to more 
promptly than they could be by the com- 
mission, and such emergencies are con- 
stantly arising. 

| might instance a case in my own busi- 

ness three or four years ago. The wheat 
supply was partly exhausted in the north- 
west during the months of July and Au- 
gust. I went to the Great Western and 
laid our position before them, and they 
gave us a milling-in-transit rateof 124¢c a 
hundred from Kansas City via Faribault 
down to Chicago. You realize that that 
isa very low rate. By going to the rail- 
roud and explaining the case they could 
see it instantly, whereas, if we had had to 
take that case before the commission, we 
could not have got action of any sort until 
the trouble had gone by. 
_ It is the present policy of the railroads 
in the northwest to encourage manufac- 
turers along their own lines of road, so as 
to avoid the centralizing of industries. 
One thing that brings this about largely 
is the milling-in-transit arrangement, 
which we are afraid we might lose under 
such a body as the interstate commerce 
commission. I think that if the interstate 
commerce commission had the power to 
fix rates the milling industry would be 
centralized to a greater extent than it now 
is. 

"he interstate commerce commission 
has already decided that it is proper to 
allow a rate of two cents a hundred less 
ou Wheat than on flour. That would be 
very detrimental to the interest of our 
country, as anybody may: see, It would 
build up our competitor across the water 
uid cripple the man on this side. This, I 
luay say, has been only in the last two or 
turee years, The railroads made the same 
tate On flour as on wheat, notwithstand- 
ing the decision of the commissioners, 
who said that the railroads would be al- 
lowed to make a rate of two cents a hun- 
Cred lower on wheat than on flour, 

iam satisfied with the existing condi- 

ms, 


MR. BRADLEY’S STATEMENT 


My name is Herbert Bradley; I am traf- 
uc Manager of the Millers’ National Fed- 
eration, my office being at 58 William 

reet, New York. The Millers’ National 
‘ederation is an association largely cover- 
ug the entire milling business of the 
United States, its object being to secure 
the betterment of the conditions surround- 

is the general question. 
_ the members in that association num- 
er about 1,000. I may state that I do not 
vlicially represent the association. I ap- 








pear solely on personal requests of a num 
ber of millers who handle 100,000 bbls of 
flour daily—in other words, 200 cars per 
day—their business covering the states of 
Ohio, Minnesota, the Dakotas, Kansas, 
Nebraska, Kentucky and Pennsylvania. 

The Federation has not taken official ac- 
tion on this matter, because they have not 
had any meeting; but I have no doubt 
they will take action at their next meet- 
ing June7to9. Sofaras the millers in 
that Federation are concerned—and I 
think I knowavery large number of them 
—they have expressed themselves as 
against giving any increased power to the 
commission. 

I have not any complaint to make before 
the commission. The only complaint we 
made was the one Mr. Sheffield spoke 
about, which was made six or seven years 
ago. The commission then gave that de- 
cision, which the railroads ignored. In 
the past, and up to the time of that meet- 
ing with the commission, when we had 
that conference with them, we had a num- 
ber of complaints against the conditions 
then existing which left the millers high 
and dry when they wanted the raw ma- 
terials. 

But the railroads have largely overcome 
those difficulties by their own initiative, 
and not by reason of any order or decision 
of the interstate commerce commission; 
the railroads realized that it was to their 
interest, as well as to the interest of the 
millers and manufacturers of the country, 
to grind the raw material in this country 
and export the finished product. As in 
all other kinds of business, there will be 
little things come up with the railroads, 
but we personally feel that such matters 
have always righted themselves to a large 
extent. 

As regards rates, I am quite familiar 
with the present conditions throughout 
entire Europe. I have made 44 trips to 
Europe, in connection with the milling 
business. Two years ago we had occasion 
to try to fight a landing charge in London, 
and a bill was brought up in the senate 
about that matter. We tried to get around 
the landing charge that the steamship 
come were insisting upon in London, 
and I tried to arrange for the shipment of 
a thousand tons of flour from Liverpool to 
London by the long route, a distance of 
220 miles. They. wanted to charge us more 
for that distance, which was the current 
rate going, than we pay today from Min- 
nesota or Kansas points to New York 
City, a distance of 1,500 miles. 

We have no complaint to make as re- 
gards rates in this country. I think the 
conditions on the other side are largely 
due to the fact that the English Parlia- 
ment has given general authority to make 
a maximum rate, and we in this country 
fear that if we had the same conditions 
the railroads might live up to their maxi- 
mum, and we would be the sufferers by it, 
as well as the railroads, to that extent. 

That bill with reference to the London- 
landing charge was defeated by five votes 


-in the House. We think we have justice on 


our side; and at the present time the 
steamship lines, after a conference with 
us, have arranged that. We feel that we 
can better deal with the railroads than 


with any local body. At that time they . 


would not listen to us; but when they 
saw that we were determined to do some- 
thing they changed their minds, and are 
now willing to give us a conference. 

We find it impossible for the shippers to 
ship in the interior—that is to say, impor- 
tations into London are largely for local 
consumption. ‘he last time I was over 
there I was talking to a friend of mine, 
who, in addition to being an importer of 
flour, has a farm for his own private and 
personal benefit; he had quite a large farm 
about 30 miles out from London, and he 
raised a large quantity of wheat. Their 
wheat, on the average, is worth about 95c 
a bu—that is, home-grown wheat, because 
the people prefer it, to a certain extent, to 
other wheats; it makes a blend which 
they like. He told me that he raised a 
large quantity of wheat, but that he was 
absolutely barred from shipping it to Lon- 
don to sell and then take back corn. The 
price of corn there, on the average, is 
about 50c a bu. He wanted corn to feed 
to his livestock, but it was utterly impos- 
sible for him to buy corn at that high rate. 

It would be the same with regard to 
country millers. They are simply loecal- 
ized. ‘They can not ship any distance at 
all, anyway, on account of the excessive 
freight rates. We anticipate that if the 
rate-making power were given to the in- 
terstate commerce commission we should 
be pretty well in the same boat, because if 
the commission undertook to make rates 
they would have only one legitimate basis 
to work on, and that is the mileage basis. 
If we had a mileage basis in this country 
it would mean absolute ruin to the entire 
country. I think, as an expert on tariff 
and in the milling industry, that if the 
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commission had the power to make rates 
they would eventually have to fix a rate 
which would be based on a distance. I 
can not see any other basis they could 
work on, because they have no other rea- 
sonable basis to stand on. 

That is the only way they could prevent 
preferences between localities and com- 
munities. There would be such continual 
trouble from the people locally situated 
that they would be obliged to do that. As 
it is now, each railroad develops the inter- 
ests along its own line in this country. 
There is competition between localities, 
which is largely based on the necessities 
and requirements, as could be illustrated 
in many ways. For instance, take last 
year, when our wheat crop was very short, 
and a large quantity of soft wheat was 
brought from the Pacific coast all through 
the southwest, and the railroads, in order 
to accommodate the situation immediate- 
ly cut the rate in half. If we had had to 
go before the commission or appeal to them 
for a change in the rates before it could 
have been accomplished the opportunity 
would have gone by. 

We had a very good illustration of that 
last year also under the drawback law. 
That question was brought up in order to 
try to keep up our foreign trade, simply 
because we had not the flour in this coun- 
try to put into the foreign markets. We 
wanted to maintain our brand abroad. If 
that brand is out of the market six 
months at a time then we have to build 
that market up again. So we took some 
Canadian wheat, ground it, and exported 
that under our brand, simply to tide us 
over the difficulty. We applied to the 
treasury department for a ruling. 

We saw no reason why there should be 
any delay about giving it to us, but it took 
six months to get it, and when we got it 
the opportunity had gone by and it was 
no use. The millers have told me person- 
ally they would not make sach an attempt 
again, because, apart from the delay and 
all that, the market would be gone; they 
had sold the stuff weeks ahead, and then 
they had claims of all sorts, because gov- 
ernment regulations were such that they 
could not work. We fear we should have 
the same conditions as that if any author- 
ity were given to the commission to fix 
rates. 

We also feel that it is absolutely impos- 
sible for any six or twelve men to sit in 
Washington, or any other place, and make 
rates governing the entire country. A 
traffic manager, to be able to fix rates, 
must be absolutely familiar with the daily 
necessities along the whole of his line. 
We have to remember that six presidents 
of various railroads can sit down and 
make a rate for 115,000 miles of road. I 
have talked with a great many railroad 
presidents, but I have never found one yet 
who could tell me the rate on any part of 
his own line. 

He simply calls in his traffic manager 
and asks him. The presidents do not 
know, and they do not try to know, any- 
thing about the rates. A man must be 
right in touch with such questions week 
in and week out. A man taking hold of 
a new linedoes not begin to touch the rate 
on that line until he has been in his posi- 
tion six months or more, and has become 
thoroughly familiar with all the circum- 
stances, and it would be impossible to do 
differently. 

Iam familiar with rates in Europe at 
all points. ‘So far as Great Britain is con- 
cerned, where they pay $1 we pay 25c. 
Their transportation is not mostly by 
water. Our rates are 25 per cent of what 
their rates are. Population is rather dens- 
er in France, and that is also the case in 
Germany. But the best rate they have in 
f£urope is 50 per cent higher than ours. 

The same principle applies to govern- 
ment ownership of the railroads. pever 
want to get on a government road if I can 
get away from it. They are using the 
same kind of engines and cars, and cars of 
the same capacity, that they used thirty 
years ago. In that time our railways, of 
their own initiative, have increased the ca- 
pacity fourfold. If that initiative were 
taken away from them now, by the com- 
mission getting control of the rate-mak- 
ing power, we feel that it would be a step 
down instead of a step up, to a very large 
extent. 

I do not think there are any rebates at 
the present time, not since the Elkins law. 

Senator Kean: I suppose you used to 
get rebates for your Federation? 

Mr. Bradley: No; at that time I did not 
have anything to do with getting the 
rates. My business was altogether looking 
after shipments, in order to meet condi- 
tions on the other side and be in touch 
with the whole interests of the business 
from start to finish. 

I think the milling interests of the coun- 
try would be better served by leaving the 
law as it is with one exception. I think 
the interstate commerce commission, in- 
stead of having authority to make orders, 
as they have now, should be simply a body 
of investigators who, on complaint, should 
make an investigation, and then, if the 
complaint is well grounded, appeal at once 
to the courts and let the power stay-there, 
and not make the commission judge and 
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mer as itnow is. Ithink they could do 
tter work and give better service to the 
public as well as to the government. 

I think the commission would make de- 
cisions more promptly. As it is now, it 
takes six months toa year to get a deci- 
sion, and before you can get a change of 
present conditions your opportunity is lost 
and absolutely worthless in many lines 
of business. What we want is prompt ac- 
tion. But we feel that to bring politics 
into business would be the worst feature 
we would have to contend with under any 
circumstances. We think that the rate- 
making power should be left with the rail- 
roads as it is today. We think that the 
two things can not blend. It is impossible 
not to have some slight criticism when 
the business of the country is so tremen- 
dous. I have had a number of times to 
bring matters to the personal attention of 
railroad officials, and in some few in- 
stances I have started out by correspond- 
ence, but never found that to work. So 
as soon as I got to the point where I could 
see that we were drawing apart rather 
than coming together, I would jump on the 
train and go personally and have an in- 
terview with the railroad official with 
whom I had had the trouble, and I have 
never yet found a case where we did not 
promptly settle it. 

I think a great deal of this agitation has 
been brought about largely by the rail- 
roads endeavoring to put in what is called 
the ‘‘uniform bill of lading.’’ I know a 
great many of the roads in the west were 
against that uniform bill of lading. I was 
against it, and took rather the initiative 
in making the fight. As it is now, the 
railroads have come to realize that they 
made a mistake. The entire bill was with- 
drawn. I was president of the conference 
where the arrangement was made to with- 
draw the bill and substitute the old bill of 
lading. A committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of five shippers and five railroad 
men, to draw up a new uniform bill of 
lading, which is of value provided the 
shippers had equal say in drawing up the 
ae which they now have. 

think we can do better by going into 
conference with the railroads directly than 
through any influence or exercise of the 
party by the law-making powers. We 
would rather deal with the railroads than 
to deal with the government. 


CURRENT MAILS 


Fallgatter Bros., Marshalltown, Iowa: 
We would be in favor of doing away with 
illegitimate speculations in wheat if it 
were possible and would certainly favor 
anything that would increase the supply 
of contract grades. As far as milling 
yer oses are concerned, about a 3c per 

u differential between Nos. 1 and 2 would 
be about proper. Gambling in wheat, as 
it has been carried on during this‘season, 
is certainly one of the millers’ greatest 
drawbacks. 

Dwight M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis: 
I am opposed to any change in the deliver- 
able grade of wheat on future contracts in 
the Minneapolis market until we see the 
outcome of the growing crop. If we this 
year do not produce a reasonable quantity 
of No. 1 northern wheat in the northwest, 
I shall then be in favor of making No. 2 
deliverable, with an established maximum 
differential, say of not over 4c per bu. 


H. Faville, manager Central Minnesota 
Power & Milling Co., Sauk Center, Minn: 
Crop prospects are very good in our sec- 
tion. Stand is good and plant shows good 
healthy color. Acreage is increased over 
last season; just how much could not say. 
Wheat movement has been very light this 
spring, but doing better now and we look 
for quite a movement next month, as 
farmers will have time to market what is 
left. 

L. B. Gibbs, Grand Forks, N. D: Weath- 
er continues favorable for crops and wheat 
is looking finely, with good stand and col- 
or. Farmers are busy seeding flax. There 
have been two light frosts, but they are 
thought to have not damaged anything ex- 
cept garden truck. There seems to be no 
rush of wheat to market; think there is 
very little left in farmers’ hands. 

W. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis: No 
improvement in flour. Buyers consider 
prices too high, and are not very free in 
purchases. Have little trouble getting rid 
of our feed. Crepe are in fair condition, 
but warmer weather is needed. 

Fargo (N. D.) Mill Co: Have had too 
much cold and wet weather, but crops are 
doing fairly well now. Some small spots 
killed by water, but not over two to three 
per cent. Very little local wheat moving. 

The manager of a 150-bb] mill in south- 
ern Minnesota says: At 5c a bu difference 
between No. 2 and No. 1 wheat, I can see 
no objection to making No. 2 deliverable 
on future contracts. 

Drayton (N. D.) Milling Co: Crop con- 
ditions are very satisfactory. Wheat de- 
liveries from farmers have practically 
ceased. 

La Moure (N. D.) Milling Co: Crop con- 
ditions are A No. 1. Having fine growing 
weather. 
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FRATERNITY OF OPERATIVE MILLERS MEETS 


HAT was in many respects the 
most interesting of the 
several recent annual con- 
ventions of the Fraterni- 
ty of Operative Millers of 
America, was held at the 
Coates House, Kansas 
City, the last four days of 
the week, May 24 to 27. 
More than three hundred 
visitors is the official 
record of attendance, and 
in addition to these there 
were many who came as 
late as Friday morning 
whose names were not in- 
cluded in the roll. The 
accommodations of the 
Coates House were taxed 
to take care of the con- 
vention, on account of 
the attendance being 
greater than those in 
charge of the arrange- 
ments had prepared for. 

An unusual feature of 
the meeting was the large 
attendance of ladies. Not 
less than fifty were to be 
seen about the parlors 
and lobby of the hotel, and all of them 
seemed to be enjoying themselves quite as 
much as were their husbands and fathers 
who came to attend the business sessions 
as well as for the outing. 

The convention had been excellently ad- 
vertised, and this, with the central] Jocation 
of the meeting place and the time of year, 
was largely accountable for bringing out 
the large attendance. The programme of 
the business sessions, too, was very at- 
- tractive indeed; and excelled in extent and 
care in preparation any offered at former 
gatherings of the Fraternity. Theodore 
Ismert, president, Henry Stark, vice-presi- 
dent and J. F. Mueller, secretary, were 
most active in arranging for the more seri- 
ous side of the meeting and totheir labors 
great credit is due for the successful busi- 
ness sessions. 

The entertainment features were pumer- 
ous and excellently arranged. This part 
of the programme was in charge of a local 
committee of which J. F. Bruns, head 
miller of the Zenith mill, was chairman. 
Other members of the committee were the 
head millers in the local mills and the rep- 
resentatives here of millbuilding and 
mill-machinery houses and other enter- 
prises associated with milling. 


BUSINESS MEETING 


The first formal session of the conven- 
tion was held Wednesday afternoon in the 
private banquet room of the Coates House. 
The following programme was carried out: 

President's address. 

Secretary-treasurer’s report. 

Communications, bills and notices. 

Reading of minutes of previous meeting. 

Appointing committees. 

Preliminary business. 

Suggestions for the welfare of the association. 

In his opening address President Ismert 
signified his pleasure at the numbers in 
attendance at the yzathering. - He briefly 
reviewed the work of the Fraternity dur- 
ing the past year and outlined plans for its 
future work. He especially called atten- 
tion to the increasing strength of the as- 
sociation and to the steady increase in its 
membership. He recommended several 
new plans in line with the work being 
done amoug millers, especially in the cor- 
respondence course in milling and flour 
testing, to the insurance feature and other 
subjects of interest. Mf..Ismert said, in 





art: 

‘*The milling industry stands first in the 
list of manufactures in the United States, 
and I say without egotism, that we who 
have assembled here may claim to stand 
in the front rank in this great industrial 
department. 

‘“*It is the aim of our association to 
maintain and further the interests of the 
milling industry, and, incidentally, to 
keep on a very high plane the personnel of 
the operatives, and to do all we can to 
promote the intellectual advancement, 
scientific attainment and fraternal welfare 
of those actively engaged in the handling 
of that great power for good: the mill. 

‘One thing that I have had in view 
since accepting the presidency of the fra- 
ternity has been to secure the good will 
and the co-operation of the millowner. 
We are interested in milling as an art and 
an industry, and seek to better ourselves. 
The millowner is interested more directly 
in milling as a business, and any advance- 
ment on our part results in direct benefit 
to the millowner with whom we are con- 
nected. 

‘‘A high order of ability in the ranks of 
the operatives certainly results in materi- 
al gain to those interested in the financial 
side of the business. Better millers will 
make larger dividends, and I feel that our 
efforts should receive the hearty commend- 
ation of the men who stand behind us 
every day of our lives with their means. 


‘‘The operative miller occupies rather a 
peculiar relation to the industry. Helpers 
may come and go, but the miller stands 
next to the owner, and to him is directly 
accountable for the success or failure of 
the business. 

‘In getting in touch with the millowner 
the milling journals have been very kind 
to me and to the association, and wish 
right here to express my appreciation of 
the friendliness of the milling papers, 
and of the interest that they have mani- 
fested in our organization.’’ 

Relative to flour bleaching and flou 
purification, Mr. Ismert said: ; 

‘In reviewing the year in milling, I 
would say that I note no great changes 
that have developed in machinery or pro- 
cesses; still, we live in an age of advance- 
ment and —- and we do not know 
what another year might bring forth. The 
most striking feature of progress in mill- 
ing during the past ma has been the 
headway made by the different bleaching 
processes. 

‘‘One year ago, the matter of bleaching 
was new to many of us. While the intro- 
duction of blenchine belongs to the previ- 
ous year, yet the greatest advancement 
and familiarity has come about within 
the last twelve months, and we may truth- 
fully say that the past milling year has 
been notable for this one thing. Further 
mention, and technical discussion of this 
theme, will bein order later during the 
convention, but I call attention to the 
matter at this time that we may well com- 
prehend where we stand in this great on- 
ward march of progress. 

‘*While it is not my purpose to enter in- 
to any discussion here it seems to me that 
we have had a revolution in milling, and 
that bleaching as a process of flour im- 
provement has come to stay. 

‘*T observe the tendency to pay more at- 
tention to purification. The idea of mill- 
ers seems to be to use more and more air, 
not the heated variety, but to keep the 
grain, the middlings and the finished 
product cool and sweet at all times by 
means of air currents. If I have one idea 
that I would impress upon the operatives 
of our mills it is this: from the time the 
grain enters the elevators until the fin- 
ished product leaves the milling plant, 
that an abundance of air be used and every 
possible care taken to keep it clean and 
pure. 

‘*Another tendency in milling that is 
clearly discernible is the development of 
the industry in and nearer the great wheat 
fields of the southwest and northwest. 
Right here in Kansas City this tendency 
is very noticeable, and there is great prom- 
ise for this city as a great milling center. 

‘*From personal observation, as well as 
from the general run of news items, I am 
also convinced that there is a great ad- 
vancement yet to be made in the far north- 
west, particularly in Manitoba and North- 
west Territories of Canada. It is quite evi- 
dent to my mind that Winnipeg is destined 
to be one of the more important milling 
points, not only of Canada, but of the 
world. 

“It is well that we, as well-informed 
and progressive men of affairs, take note 
of the tendency of the times and be pre- 
pared to adapt ourselves tothem. This is 
one object of our coming together from 
time to time—that we may confer togeth- 
er, and form intelligent opinions and base 
our judgment on tangible facts.”’ 


SECRETARY'S REPORT 


Secretary Mueller made a brief resumé 
of the work done by his office during the 
year. He was able to show an increase of 
membership of fifty, with losses confined 
to five members who have died within the 
year. Among these was the late president, 
August J. Weinel. 

The secretary’ noted the kindly spirit 
shown to the calls for aid issued during 
the year. He reviewed the plans for the 
addition of an insurance feature to the 
Fraternity organization and also for the 
correspondence course in flour analysis 
recently arranged for. He reported the 
business affairs of the Fraternity all in ex- 
cellent condition. 

The afternoon session was brief and ad- 
journment was taken following the com- 
pletion of routine business matters. 

In the evening all the visitors were 
guests at the rooms of the Railroad Club 
of Kansas City at its rooms on Ninth 
street. An amateur minstrel performance 
had been provided by members of the 
club. 

A brief address of welcome to the visit- 
ors by H. lL. Harmon, president of the club, 
was responded to by members of the com- 
mittee. The minstrel and vaudeville per- 
formance held the stage for more than an 
hour, after which a Dutch lunch was pro- 
vided in the dining and refreshment rooms 
of the club, the hosts being the local com- 
mittee on entertainment and the entertain- 
ment of the railroad organization. 


THURSDAY’S PROGRAMME 


The following order of events was car- 
ried ont on Thursday. 
FORENOON, 9:30 0’CLOCK 
Address, ‘‘Wheat and Its Origin,’’ O. M. Friend. 
Discussion. 

Address, ‘‘Proper Care and somoer'at of 
Wheat Preparatory to First Break,’ F. W. 
Doebler. Discussion. 

AFTERNOON, 1:30 o’CLOCK 

Address. ‘“Sprouted Wheat and Its Effect on 
Flour,’’ George L. Teller, chemist of the Co- 
lumbus laboratory. Discussion 

Address, ‘**Wheat \ 

Discussion. 


Address, ‘‘Flour from a Baker’s Standpoint,”’ 
W. M. Campbell. Discussion. 

The papers of O. M. Friend and F. W. 
Doebler brought out a good bit of discus- 
sion. Mr. Friend’s address was largely a 
gg for better methods of wheat growing. 

e wanted the millers to join hands with 
the farmers in promoting better methods 
of wheat raising through the establish- 
ment of more experiment stations, agita- 
tion, and the employment of better men as 
inspectors. He wanted, too, that millers 
should better inform themselves regard- 
ing wheat, the determination of ‘‘doc- 
tored’’ wheat, and spoke in favor of gov- 
ernmental regulation of wheat mixing. 

In the discussion that followed, many 
millers present expressed themselves in fa- 
vor of federal grain inspection in place of 
the present system of state inspection. 
The president asked for authority to ap- 
point a special committee to take ‘up the 
matter of better inspection, which author- 
ity was unanimously granted him. 

Mr. Doebler’s paper was also of marked 
interest. In part, he said: 

‘‘Large mills receiving wheat in large 
quantities from many different localities 
and different soils, different climates, 
have, and are much handicapped to main- 
tain a uniform grade. 

‘*‘Time being limited, I can not dwell at 
length upon the necessity of at least clean- 
ing and eliminating dust and straw, sticks, 
horse shoes and other lucky or unlucky 
things. The great need which is over- 
looked by most mills is an intelligent, en- 
ergetic man in the elevator, having a thor- 
ough knowledge of wheat. One who can 
tell No. 2 from 3 or 4; one who can tell No. 
4 wheat 57 test from No. 4 wheat 52 test; 
one who can tell soft wheat from hard, 
who can tell tough soft wheat from dry 
soft brittle wheat, and has sense enough 
to take dry, brittle and tough wheat, mix 
them and let the dry wheat absorb super- 
flous moisture from the tough. 

‘‘How much the success of the mill de- 
pends on a uniform wheat, to make a like- 
wise uniform flour, is not properly under- 
stood or attended to, at least. 

‘*Another great reform which will come 
some day, is in the receiving of wheat from 
farmers’ wagons. No mill, nor elevator re- 
ceiving wheat direct from farmers, or 
wherever wheat may come from, should 
weigh the wheat, ere cleaning through or 
over a good separator to eliminate all 
straw, dust and cheat.”’ 

Adjournment was taken at 4 o’clock in 
the afternoon and the entire party boarded 
special trolley cars for a trip about Kansas 
City. More than 25 miles were covered in 
the two hours that the party was out, the 
route being through both the business and 
residence parts of town. 

Return to the hotel was made in time 
for dinner, and at 7:45 all the visitors 
again left in special cars for Forest Park, 
a pleasure ground in the eastern part of 
town. 

A special vaudeville programme was 
provided in honor of the millers, the 
efforts of the professionals on the regular 
biil being augmented by amateur stunts. 
Several excellent personal hits furnished 
much amusement. The visitors spent the 
entire evening at the park. 


FRIDAY’S PROGRAMME 
The following order of events was ob- 
served Friday: 
FORENOON, 9:30 O'CLOCK 
Address, ‘‘Purification,’’ James H. Aldous. 


Discussion. 

Address, ‘‘Essential Points in Flour Bleaching.’ 
Discussion. 

Address,‘ Milling Economics,’’ George H. Lewis. 
iscussion. 


AFTERNOON, 1:30 O'CLOCK 
Discussions on technical points in milling. 
General. business. . 

Election of officers. 
Report of committees. 

The feature of the morning session was 
the address of James Aldous, superintend- 
ent of the Sparks Milling Co., Alton, III. 
He said, in part: 

PURIFICATION OF FLOUR 

‘*Purification as applied to practical 
milling covers the entire process of manu- 
facturing flour and every miller should 
have in mind the word purification even 
when he is buying wheat to make his 
grades of flour. If the wheat is carefully 
selected, properly blended, thoroughly 








ashing,”’ G. T. Zimmerle. " 


cleaned and carefully tempered to suit the 
condition of the corrugation in your break 
rolls, then purification is made much 
easier all along the line. In my opinion 
middlings, well made, are half purified. 

‘‘Returning to the subject of wheat as 
being the first vital point to consider jp 
connection with purification later on, | 
would like to say that in mills where the 
head miller enjoys the confidence of the 
proprietors, and is always consulted and 
in some mills, is allowed the privilege of 
making up his own blend of wheat, this 
item alone will contribute wonderfully 
toward a uniform standard of purification. 

‘““No doubt, there are aniliers within 
sound of my voice who have seen the time 
when they could have made some slight 
changes in their milling average that 
would have helped them in purification. 
No good miller who has the welfare of the 
millowner at heart will abuse the privi- 
lege of blending his own wheat, because 
he must produce the results in dollars snd 
cents as well as quality. 

“In some mills the milling average is 
made up in the office without consuliing 
the miller and frequently by men who are 
not practical millers. This blend of wiieat. 
is sent to the mill and the head miller is 
supposed to produce good results throi:zh- 
out when, if he had been consulted o1: ihe 
make up of the milling average, he ce uld 
have produced better results. * * * * 

‘*Purification is of vast importance .nd 
before middlings can be properly pur ‘ied 
they must be well made and in orde to 
make nice middlings you must have , sur 
corrugated rolls in good condition | ad 
don’t be afraid to pnt in reasonably ~ -ep 
corrugations. This for two reasons; | vst 
a deep corrugation will make more ad 
better middlings that are easier to pu ify 
with less waste than middlings made =) a 
shallow or medium corrugation. Sec .d- 
ly, you can always control a deep cor: :1a- 
tion by tempering your wheat. On he 
other hand, if your corrugations are - :al- 
low you have no recourse but to pro ice 
soft middlings and lots of break (our 
which is not desirable. 

‘In other words, I claim a mill u ‘ng 
deep corrugations has a wider spher to 
work on than a mill using shallow  or- 
rugations providing you are milling for 
middlings and not break flour. If . ur 
blend of wheat is carefully made, © lls 
properly corrugated, coupled with «0d 
grinding, purification is ‘dead easy.’ If 
you neglect these things the defect 4 ill 
show up in all the separations regard ‘«ss 
of the extra, useless purification you | \ay 
insert in your milling system to cover up 
the blunder in not starting right. ** * 

‘*My idea of purification is to make all 
the middlings possible and to purify tiem 
thoroughly, and in order to make the piiri- 
fication complete a well-planned sysiem 
of sizing and tailings rolls must be used 
in connection with the purifiers, and never 
neglect to scalp wherever it is possiile. 


‘*Purification when properly practiced 
consists of casting off impurities at every 
point where it is possible to do so, and get 
them to feed pile by the shortest route; 
by this method we make or create the dis- 
tinction in our grades of flour. fie 


BLEACHING 


‘*T would like to express myself more 
fully on the subject of bleaching, but ow- 
ing to the fact that we manufacture the 
bleaching machines for the American Mill- 
ing & Purifying Co., I will confine myself 
to a few remarks. My advice to millers is: 


don’t neglect your wheat cleaning, 
grinding and purification and expect the 
bleaching process to make good these de- 
fects. Remember the purer your flour, the 


better the gas will work on it. I know of 
no better quotation to use to illustrate {he 
effect of the bleaching process than ‘his 
one, ‘gas helps those most, who first h«lp 
themselves.’ 

‘‘In a few instances I have heard the 
milYers say they could not bleach tiecir 
flour up to some of their competitors \ ho 
were using the same bleaching proces: 
always ask them if they have comp: ed 
samples before bleaching; the reply is «| 
ways, ‘No’. 

‘It is a good plan, when you ca: to 
compare samples before’ bleaching; n 
you can locate the trouble whethe it 
is in the bleacher or the flour; it is 
possible to be in both. It is impr *l- 
ble for one miller to use 25 perce: of 
hard wheat, mixed with his soft, and °x- 
pect to make a flour as white as ano: er 
mill in the same vicinity that is mi! 1% 
pure soft wheat, everything else b 1g 
equal. That would be expecting too n: °h 
from the bleacher in the way of puri *& 
tion. 

“Up to the present time we have | «0 
unable to bleach our hard wheat flou: (0 
the same degree of whitness as we can iI 
soft wheat flour. I make this asser 9 
simply to illustrate my meaning. 17° ‘I, 
if you want a very white flour, a flour | 4 
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is exceptionally white, you must first be- 
gin with strict attention to selecting 
wheat that will not make yellow flour. 
Don’t mix in any hard wheat, nor semi- 
hard, and expect to make an extremely 
white flour, -because the bleaching process 
will not compensate for negligence in 
starting wrong. 7 
“Jt is a wrong idea some millers have 
that a bleaching outfit is a panacea for all 
evils. Some millers expect too much of it. 
I have always looked.on the bleaching ap- 
paratus as merely an auxiliary that must 
be used with care and judgment according 
to which market the flour is going to. 
In some markets where- unquestionably 
buyers and consumers are good judges of 
flour, they don’t want it bleached. In the 
mind of such people the auxiliary feature 
of the bleaching process is very doubtful. 
‘As far as the bleaching process is con- 
cerned as a whole, I think the millowners 
ould rather it had never come into use, 
iaving cost them a great deal of money 
it has yielded poor returns. Of course, 
fone mill put it in, then the balance 
st follow. From an operative stand- 
nt, I would like to take a vote of this 
.vention to see whether the millers pres- 
are in favor of bleaching or not. I be- 
ve the majority of them are not in favor 


coOUnR reo” 


C. 

This bleaching process has put a great 
titional care on the operative miller’s 
nd, one that he can not ignore, because 
» does, the results will be poor.”’ 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


ne early part of the afternoon was de- 
ed to routine business, including the 
ion of officers. It was apparent early 
first day of the convention that Henry 
‘k of Clinton, Mo,, was to be elected 
ident. Mr. Stark, who is superintend- 
in the Clinton mill of the Aug. J. 
te Milling Co., has long been an active 
zealous worker in the Fraternity 
<s and has been vice-president of the 
inization. He enjoys great popularity 
ng the millers and his administration 
he chief office is sure to result in the 
tinued growth and prosperity of the 
iternity. 
he other officers elected were: first 
e-president, J. B. Ruthroff, Blackwell, 
la; second vice-president, James_Al- 
is, Alton, Ill; secretary-treasurer, J. F. 
iueller, Chicago; directors, Xavia Stark, 
pringfield, Mo: James Milne, Cairo, 11; 
H. Thomas, Columbus, Kansas; D. L. 
‘outta, Fort Worth, Texas. 
Mr. Stark will appoint state deputies, 
board of examiners and an executive com- 
mittee later. 
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Memphis was decided upon as the place. 


of holding the next annual meeting. 
lhe following resolution regarding the 
scouring and mixing wheat was unanim- 
ously passed: 
RESOLUTION 


Whereas, We know the baneful and dis- 
honest practices committed by the differ- 
ent public elevators or grain-storage con- 
cerns in adultesasing, polluting and mix- 
ing grains or cereals intrusted to their 
care and for storage, by the use of clip- 
ping and scouring machines, disguising 
the real quality and condition of the 
grain, raising the grade without improv- 
ing it except in outward appearances, ren- 
dering it undesirable for milling and ex- 
port purposes, and for the reason that the 
different state and board of trade inspec- 
tions have failed to give us desirable and 
uniform grades; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we recommend that one 
of the greatest efforts be put forth by this 
assembly to direct the attention of millers 
aud millers’ organs to this great wrong 
practiced by elevators and warehousemen, 
who are wrongfully blending and mixing. 

_We further recommend that the atten- 
tion of our national lawmakers be called 
to this great evil, to the end that they 
may enact such legislation as will place 
the inspection and grading of grains un- 
der federal control. 

We further recommend that the secre- 
tary be instructed to send a copy of these 
resolutions to every millers’ organization 
ii the country, asking their hearty co- 
Operation. 

After the afternoon adjournment, the 
villers went to the Union station and 

arded a special train that had been pro- 

led, through the courtesy of Mr. Bulte, 
ratrip to the new Bulte mill in Ar- 
ourdale, Kansas, the west part of Kan- 

s City. The rest of the afternoon was 

ent at the mill. 

‘n the evening a concert was provided at 

e Coates House. 

Saturday morning was devoted to the 

usideration of unfinished business of 

e Fraternity and to the winding up of 

« business matters connected with the 

uvention. 


CONVENTION NOTES 
\ part of the local entertainment was a 
acheon for the ladies at one of the hotels. 


“he local representatives of the mill-ma- 
nery houses were all active in looking 
er the comfort of the visitors. 


“ive years ago when the Fraternity met 
ve but few ladies attended. This year 
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it seemed as if every miller had brought 
some meniber of his family for the outing. 

Many of the visitors left Friday night. 
The greater part, however, remained over 
for the end of the convention. 

One millbuilding company had a sifter 
in operation in one of the rooms of the ho- 
tel. It attracted much attention. 

The Board of Trade kept open house for 
the millers. A white cap was the only cre- 
dential required for admission to the floor. 

Kansas was best represented at the meet- 
ing. The state has always sent a good 
delegation to the annual meetings and 
when the show is in Kansas City, none of 
the millers like to stay away. 

President Ismert had a right to serve in 
the dual capacity of president and a mem- 
ber of the local committee. He will short- 
ly begin the work of building a 1,500-bbl 
mill in Kansas City. 

President Ismert was the active man of 
the convention. He seemed to be in all 
places at once and did a vast amount of 
greeting and visiting with people while 
looking after business. 

Henry Stark said he just simply had_ to 
be elected president whether he wanted to 
be or not. There really was no way out 
of it for him, and his active work clearly 
entitled him to the honor. 

Both the American and Alsop companies 
had bleaching machines in operation in 
the hotel. Many of the visitors had never 
seen either device, and the machines were 
the centers of interested spectators at near- 
ly all times. 


The white caps were much in evidence 
about Kansas City’s streets. Enough were 
provided so that not only millers but 
Board of Trade men and those associated 
with the local committees were all wear- 
ers. 


Many members of the local committee 
did zealous work in arranging details of 
the entertainment. Nearly all the time 
not taken up in attending business ses- 
sions was provided for in the entertain- 
ment part of the programme. 


R. E. STERLING. 


Wilson & Dunlop 


On May 31, the partnership between 
Messrs. Wilson and Burnie at Leith, ex- 
pires by limitation, and the partners will 
separate. Mr. Wilson will enter into part- 
nership with William Dunlop of Glasgow, 
the firm to be known as Wilson & Dunlop. 

Mr. Dunlop has been for many years 
associated with the firm of Thos. Dunlop 
& Sons, the Glasgow flour importers, and 








MR. THOMAS WILSON 


has a thorough knowledge of the trade in 
all its branches. He also has a good ac- 
acquaintance with the trade in Glasgow 
and the west of Scotland. 

He has been for 25 years an enthusiastic 
volunteer and is a crack shot with the 
rifle, having’ won many valuable prizes 
both at open competitions and at regi- 
mental meetings. Like most Scotchmen, 
he enjoys a good game of golf, and like 
many of them, he can, on occasion, sing a 
good song, though none of these diver- 
sions are allowed by him to interfere with 
business. 

Mr. Wilson is known to many millers, 
from his visits to the United States. He 
is an indefatigable worker, who has few 
hobbies besides his bicycle and walking. 
He has made a success in a line of busi- 
ness that has been beset by many unfavor- 
able conditions. He will continue to make 
Leith his headquarters and all correspond- 
ence of the firm will be attended to at 
Leith, though the firm will have a Glas- 
gow office on Hope street, near the Corn 
Exchange, in charge of Mr. Dunlop. 





Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls, Minn: 
Flour is very quiet, with light demand. 
Feed is in fair demand. Wheat is moving, 
but not in large volume Weather has been 
favorable and crops are in fine condition. 
Light frost of May 25 did no damage here. 


New Zealand 


Special Correspondence 


Unfavorable weather in this country 
just before and during harvest affected the 
grain crops seriously. The very unseason- 
able conditions which prevail in Janu- 
ary and February delayed harvesting for a 
month or six weeks longer than usual, 
and, as a consequence, reaping was con- 
tinued right into the month of March, 
which would be two to three months later 
than the harvesting in Australia. 

Rain and wintry conditions generally in 
the southern part of the colony did consid- 
erable damage to the grain and as a result 
a large proportion of it will not be fit for 
milling. 

As during 1904 so will it be during the 
present year; little or no wheat will be ex- 
ported from the colony, as local millers are 
likely to require all the first-class grain 
that will be available for their own use, 
in order to maintain the quality of their 


various brands of flour. Already millers 


have been compelled to reject freely wheat 
unsuitable for milling. 

The government returns for the year end- 
ing March 31, 1905, have not as yet been 
published, but the estimated number of 
acres under wheat is 258,015, with an ex- 
pected average of 27 bus per acre, yielding 
a total of 6,966,405 bus. Notwithstanding 
a slightly increased area under crop, this 
shows a decrease on the yield of the previ- 
ous year, the average falling from 34 to 27 
bus per acre. 

After allowing for home consumption 
and seed requirements, there may be ap- 
proximately 1,112,593 bus of wheat in hand 
in excess of requirements on March 1, 1905. 
Against this, however, will have to be con- 
sidered the large proportion of grain only 
fit for fowl feed. For the reasons explained 
it is not likely we shall look for an outside 
market for our estimated surplus. 

Prices throughout the past year were 
ruled to a greater or lesser degree by the 
English and foreign markets although the 
best samples of wheat were keenly sought 
for by our own millers. The same state of 
things is likely to prevail during this year. 
Just at present, prices are in sympathy 
with outside markets, and tending down- 
wards; consequently buyers are disin- 
clined to operate to any extent, and are 
content to buy from hand to mouth. 

The ruling rates today may be given as 
3s 2d@8s 3d per bu f.o.b. at the principal 
shipping centers. 

Flour prices are largely fixed in the 
south by the New Zealand Flour Millers’ 
Association, the head office of which is in 
Christchurch, in the south island. Appar- 
ently its workings have not been an un- 
qualified success, for a good deal of dissen- 
sion and difference of opinion have existed 
as to the propriety of its operations. It 
has struggled through a few years of tur- 
moil, has subjected itself to various im- 
peachments, and numerous newspaper 
controversies, and is now reported in our 
daily papers to be in anything but a happy 
m A 

It is composed of about 50 mills through- 
out the country, but does not embrace all, 
the two mills of Auckland being the ex- 
ception. The Northern Roller Flour Mill, 
without doubt the finest in the colony, be- 
ing opposed to the ruling of the associa- 
tion, has continued on its own with con- 
siderable success. This mill faces the beau- 
tiful harbor of Auckland. It is fitted up 
with a splendid plant, including the Nor- 
dyke & Marmon Co.’s machines, and has a 
capacity of 2,000 tons per month. 

It has obstinately set itself against the 
dictum of the association, notwithstand- 
ing systematic methods brought against 
it, and has enlisted a large amount of pub- 
lic sympathy and encouragement in the 
stand it has made. Some little time ago 
public interest was pretty lively in the 
matter, and led to its being brought under 
the notice of parliament, wherein consid- 
erable warmth of speech and feeling were 
displayed. The charges formulated by an 
indefatigable member of the house against 
the association were: 

‘*That the constitution of the associa- 
tion as set forth in the agreement signed 
by each miller joining the association, was 
designed to restrict the output of the flour 
mills of the colony at the public expense. 

‘*That the number of flour mills in New 
Zealand is greatly in excess of the require- 
ments of the colony and its export trade. 

‘‘That the association arranged to re- 
strict the output of each mill and pool the 
product. 

‘*That the price of the pool productions 
of the association mills was fixed to cover 
the cost of such reduced production, and 
to provide interest upon the capital in- 
vested in plant and buildings while such 
were lying idle. 

‘*That the association has striven to es- 
tablish a monopoly in flour milling busi- 
ness in New Zealand, and within certain 
areas has succeeded in doing so. 

‘*That unfair means have been used in 
Auckland and elsewhere to force free mill- 
ers into the association, such means in- 
cluding the sale of flour at prices fixed to 
render profitable. trade by the Auckland 
and other millers difficult if not impossible. 
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‘*That the association has taken an un 
fair advantage of its power to attempt to 
force free bakers into union with its ally, 
the Master Bakers’ Union, in exploiting 
the public. 

‘*That as a result of the methods named, 
and others, the association has deliberate- 
ly restrained trade, and endeavored to 
force the public to pay an excessive price 
for bread, so that the members of the asso- 
ciation could escape from the consequences 
of their excessive investments of capital in 
the flour milling business. 

‘*That generally the association is calcu- 
lated to inflict ine upon the public in- 
terests, and should be subject to control by 
legislative enactment.’’ 

A committee was appointed by parlia- 
ment to investigate the charges and to 
take evidence bearing upon them. The re- 
sult of the inquiry was virtually to acquit 
the association, but at the same time the 
finding was suspicious of collusion with 
the Master Bakers’ Association. 

During this period of trouble to the as- 
sociation there was a threatened dissolu- 
tion of its members, but with a certain 
amount of diplomacy they were practical- 
ly re-organized, and up to the present have 
managed to keep together fairly well. 
Now, however, there are signs of discon- 
tent once more. There is an element. in 
human nature which will ever assert it- 
self; man is naturally a selfish being, and 
discontent prevails. It is reported that the 
managing director has resigned, and the 
committee are considering the advisability 
of appointing another manager. 


Auckland, Apr. 20. C. F, JONt#S. 





Oregon 
Special Correspondence 


The Oriental flour trade is duller than it 
has been at any previous time this season, 
and, so far as known, not a single order 
has been booked for a week. There is an 
unusually large amount afloat to reach 
Japan before the new duty goes into effect, 
but Hongkong business has been rather 
quiet for the past two months. This is 
somewhat surprising, as it is known that 
stocks were much smaller than usual at 
the big China port. 

Mail advices showed stocks on hand at 
Hongkong April 28 were 370,000 sacks of 
Oregon and Washington brands and 140,000 
sacks of California brands. These will be 
increased before July 1 by more than 300,- 
000 quarter sacks now afloat or under en- 
gagement, but even with the additional 
shipments, stocks will beat low ebb July 1. 

It is more difficult to get a lineon Japan 
stocks, but from the amount that has been 
going over in the last sixty days, they 
must be very heavy. Two cargoes were 
cleared from Portland last Saturday and 
one of them was for Japan ports exclu- 
sively. The vessel was the Ferndene and 
she carried 54,268 bbls of flour, of which 
Yokohama was down for 35,559. 

'’he Ferndene also carried 22,844 bus of 
wheat for Kobe, the first that has been 
shipped to the Far East since last fall. 
The Nicomedia, which cleared the same 
day, carried 40,143 bbls, of which 28,143 
were for Hongkong and the remainder for 
Japan ports, except a small consignment 
for Colombo, Ceylon. 


WHEAT CROP PROSPECTS GOOD 


Wheat crop prospects continue excellent 
all over the Pacific northwest. Fine rains 
have fallen for the past week and the 
spring grain isin much better condition 
than it was a year ago. The only fears ex- 
pressed now are of hot windsin June. The 
liability of trouble of this kind is some- 
what greater than usual on account of 
there being no snow in the Cascade moun- 
tains to cool the atmosphere when the east 
winds begin blowing. 

The crop is about a fortnight earlier 
than usual, so growers are hoping that it 
will mature in time to escape the winds. 


NOTES 


The promoter of a cereal-food plant is 
endeavoring to interest the citizens of 
Olympia, Wash., to subscribe to stock in 
the enterprise. His prospectus promises 
45 per cent net earnings but, as yet, the 
scheme is not an assured success. 

The old mill of the Lapwai Flouring 
Mill Co. at Lapwai, Idaho, has been sold 
to Bramlett and Siegrist, recently em- 
ployed in the Hauser Mills that burned at 
Pomeroy, Wash., a few weeks ago. New 
machinery will be installed and the ca- 
pacity increased. 

H. A. Corliss, the new proprietor of the 
Grants Pass (Oregon) Flouring Mill, will 
enlarge the mill and give it an extensive 
overhauling in time for the new season. 
Very little wheat is grown in southern 
Oregon, but the population is increasing 
so eapealy that there is a promising de- 
mand for flour and millfeed which war- 
rants the importation of wheat from the 
Willamette valley. 


Portland, May 25. E. W. WRIGHT. 





L. A. King, manager of the Lanesboro 
(Minn.) Milling Co., was in Minneapolis 
on Friday. 
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It is reported that the government has 
framed its bill for the establishment of a 
ministry of commerce, and will introduce 
it at the earliest opportunity. It is pro- 
posed that this ministry of commerce 
shall take the place of the present Board 
of Trade. 

The Alsop flour-bleaching process is 
making headway in this country ,notwith- 
standing the many litigation troubles of 
the company. Several mills have adopted 
it, among them being three of the largest 
in Great Britain, and general satis- 
faction is expressed by the users of the ap- 
paratus with the results obtained. 

In the House of Commons last night the 
Thames Conservancy bill was read a second 
time. The promoters of this bill seek for 
power to widen and deepen the Thames 
for 21 miles, viz., from The Nore to 
Gravesend, and to raise the necessary 
funds to carry out the work, which it is 
estimated will cost £400,000. They pro- 
pose that the shipowners should be asked 
to contribute towards the expense in the 
shape of tonnage dues during the three 
years the work would be in progress. 

LONDON MARKETS 


There is an improvement this week in 
the flour market, considered as a whole, 
though here and there we seem to have 
gone back. Wheat is stronger, and the 
price of wheat is always an important 
factor in this market, as anywhere else. 
It may be said that today all high-grade, 
strong flours are much firmer, though no 
improvement can be traced in spring 
wheat clears, while Australians and Ar- 
gentines are both distinctly cheaper. 

It may be remarked that the demand for 
bread in this city remains very good, con- 
sidering the season. Though we have had, 
during the past fortnight, a certain 
amount of bleak east wind, yet the weath- 
er since Easter has, in the main, been very 
summerlike. 

At last bakers in London and the sub- 
urbs have begun to buy more freely, but 
even now they are chary of booking, as 
they term the purchase of considerable 
quantities of flour forward, for delivery as 
it may be required. It is evident that 
many of the smaller bakers in this city, 
and London, lesser and greater, contains 
thousands of such traders, have absolute- 
ly run out of stock, and are obliged to 
zome into the market just to keep them- 
selves going. 

But the tendency is still to buy on a 
small scale, while for better-class flours, 
such as American top spring wheat pat- 
ents, Hungarians or Russian patents, 
there is very little demand, except on the 
most retail scale. 

MORE DEMAND FOR AMERICAN FLOUR 

There is rather more demand here this 
week for American flour, but even now 
the improvement is so moderate that it is 
really nothing to boast about. Such sales 
as do take place in top spring wheat pat- 
ents are on quite a small scale. For that 
matter, there is not the stock here to meet 
a big demand if it existed. But importers 
have certainly succeeded in getting up the 
prices of spot flour. Today, for instance, 


30s ex-store was insisted on for a favorite 
mark for which 29s 6d would have been ac- 
cepted in the same position this day last 
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week. For this grade a rise of from three- 
pence to sixpence on the week may be not- 
ed. Butso far, the improvement is not 
sufficient to justify importers in bringing 
forward top spring wheat patents at the 
existing level of c.i.f. prices, which, at the 


lowest, seem to be about one shilling above , 


our present spot parity. 
SPRING CLEARS UNSETTLED 

One hears conflicting reports of spring 
wheat clears. Iam afraid that no real im- 
provement can be noted, but even here 
there seems to be more firmness, and to- 
day some holders were asking 20s 3d and 
even 20 6d for ordinary Minnesota firsts, 
whereas a week or ten days ago they might 
have been willing to take 20s or perhaps 
less than that. At the same time, there is 
still a great deal too much of this grade 
being offered at the cutting prices which 
have done so much harm to importers of 
favorite brands, 

KANSAS FLOUR 

Kansas mills are quite. impracticable as 
far as old crop flour is concerned. The 
very best offers for good patents run 
around 27s to 27s 6d c.i.f. The lower-price 
flour would mean 28s landed in London, 
which is out of the question as things are. 

For new-crop flour, with dispatch in 
July or August next, offers seem to be 
more reasonable and numerous than ever. 
I hear of mills ready to offer good marks 
as low as 28s 6d c.i.f. This, of course, 
means that old-crop flour in the winter 
wheat belt is at a premium of 3s 6d to 4s 
as compared with new crop. 


LONDON-MILLED FLOUR UNCHANGED 


There is not much change in the values 
of London-milled flour, but at last Mon- 
day’s meeting, the London Flour Millers’ 
Association reduced its official or nominal 
price by threepence. This caused some 
surprise, as the tendency of wheat is de- 
cidedly stronger. There may be some 
truth in the rumor that the associated 
millers are willing to come down a _ point 
in order to try and knock out Joseph 
Rank, who has not yet joined the associa- 
tion, and has lately been selling at rather 
low prices. 

Country flour is at much the same level 
as last week. Thetendency on the part of 
buyers is to try and squeeze sellers, but 
the latter do not seem inclined to come 
down much further. With English wheat 
so scarce and dear it is difficult to see how 
they can. 

AUSTRALIANS CHEAPER 


Australian flour is about  sixpence 
cheaper on the week. This is due not on- 
ly to pressure on the spot, where holders 
seem most of them in a hurry to get rid of 
their stuff, but also to the weaker tone of 
Australian cables. Not so long ago Aus- 
tralian millers were firm at 23sc.i.f; today 
they are generally selling at 22s 6d includ- 
ing commission to the seller, while some 
decent marks are said to have been recent- 
ly sold as low as 22s c.i.f. 

There is a certain amountafloat, though 
it is difficult to discover just how much, 
of consigned flour, which has perhaps even 
a worse effect on the market than the 
weakness noted in many Australian ca- 
bles. ei 

ARGENTINE FLOUR ALSO CHEAPER 

Argentine flour is also cheaper which is 
not at all surprising when we consider the 
big arrivals of last week. Moreover, the 
Argentine flour now coming to hand is 
mostly from the new crop, and complaints 
are rife that this new flour compares un- 
favorably with the old crop as regards the 
very important point of strength. 


IUNGARIANS DEARER 


Hungarians have been braced up a bit, 
partly because some forced sales here seem 
to have thinned out the stock, and also 
owing to the firmer tone of Budapest ca- 
bles. At any rate, good Hungarian pat- 
ents are today quite one shilling up from 
the lowest point of ten days ago or so. 
The value of first-rate marks seems to 
range from 31s to 32s 6d ex-store. 


AVERAGE WEEKLY RECEIPTS 
Average weekly London receipts for four 
weeks ending: May 12 Aprill4 Mar 17 


Foreign wheat* ........ 65.927 108,494 77,555 
British wheatt ,........ 655 1,210 785 
Foreign flourt.......... 45,780 40,944 35,061 
Forei’nanéd British flo’r¢ 73,429 70,156 67,042 


*Qrs (480 lbs.) tQrs (504 lbs.) #Sacks (280 lbs.) 


* igin, in sacks of 280 lbs: 


ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 


The following table shows entries of 
foreign flour into London for the past two 
weeks, with the respective countries of or- 
Mayl12 May5 
CITI 5 3a (aus Sans wired -20,644 = 2,750 
PN ry error 
United States (Atlantic ports) 
BGMRIOME .2. ec icwiccceys 
Australia 
BROMINE 5 cas a0ks veh vee 









MONEY MARKET, MAY 16 

There is little change in the money situ- 
ation this week. Available funds contin- 
ue very scarce and there has been consid- 
erable pressure for money. Yesterday the 
demand being especially active, a small 
amount had to be borrowed from the Bank 
of England, but today the tendency is a 
little easier. There are, however, some 
substantial calls to meet this week, in ad- 
dition to £1,000,000 to be repaid to the 
Bank, and the market’s resources will be 
taxed to the utmost. 


One of the chief reasons for the present 


shortness of money in the open market is 
the fact that so many millions are locked 
up in the Bank for Japanese account in- 
stead of circulating in the market as they 
would in the usual course of things. 

As there is no export demand for gold, 
the Bank is taking all the available sup- 
plies in the market, the total influx of 
gold since last Thursday amounting to 
£114,000. 

The Paris cheque has risen to 25.19 and 
at Brussels the rate was also firmer. ‘The 
Berlin sight draft, however, has declined 
to 20.4814. 

The stock markets have been in a very 
nervous state during the last week. It 
was feared that the settlement would cause 
a lot of trouble but it has passed off with 
much less difficulty than was anticipated. 

Two firms have tailed and several have 
been hard hit, but the markets are now in 
a much sounder condition than they have 
been of late. 

Consols and other gilt-edged securities 
are being affected by the tightness of 
money and whatever improvement they 
have gained during the week has been 
lost, quotations today being practically 
the same as this day week. 


Quotations: Today Last week 
Bank of England rate......... 2% 2% 
Consols for money............ - 8028 8948 
Consols for the account ....... 90 90 A 
Bankers’ deposit rate ........ . 1 
Discount houses’ deposit rate— 

CME nce ig sataalexcweecede coe 1% 1% 

EOE Sues aaah cla atele ws sine’s wie 1% 1% 
Discount rates— 

CT No sack an vind tsSence 2 @2% 2 @2% 

Short time loans............ 2144@2% 24@2% 

Bank bills, 2 months......... 24@... 2%@2% 

Bank bills, 3 months......... 24@... 2%@24 

Bank bills, 4 months......... 24@... 2%@24 

Bank bills, 6 months......... 234@2%% 244@2% 
AE eo eR Se 2%@3 24@3 
Argentine gold premium ..... 127.27%  127.27% 





LIVERPOOL, MAY 16 


The wheat market has steadily gained 
strength and a growing inquiry for both 
parcels and cargoes has enhanced prices in 
all directions. The lighter world’s ship- 
ments and smart reaction in American 
markets on the reports of damage to the 
crops there, have given an unexpected im- 
petus to speculation. Option values have 
each session crept upwards culminating at 
the close today in a total rise on the week 
of 23¢d per 100 Ibs for near to 344d for distant 
months. 

Operators seem unwilling to trust them- 
selves to gauge the effect on values should 
America resume her position as an active 
exporter on the coming crop, and are there- 
fore disinclined to anticipate future re- 
quirements except on most conservative 
lines, in spite of the fact that forward 
shipments are obtainable at what appear 
to be very reasonable figures compared 
with current values. 

For the same reasons consumers are 
equally unsettled in their views, and con- 
tinue to meet their necessities just as and 
when they arise, particularly as they find 
when compelled to replenish exhausted 
stores they can obtain no material conces- 
sions from sellers. Quotations for spot 
goods remain practically unchanged as 
holders show no disposition to unduly 













force sales before the advent of the new 
crop flour. 

Local millers in these circumstances 
still hold the whip hand and, as a corpo- 
rate body, can control the market for the 
present and near future, regulating prices 
without fear of foreign competition. Fresh 
business is not plentiful, but. some mills 
report an improvement on last week. De- 
liveries on old contracts, however, are fully 
up to expectations preventing any conzes- 
tion of output. No change has taken place 
as regards limits which were reaffirmed at 
today’s usual conference. 

American spring and winter wheat mill- 
ers remain quite out of the running jor 
prompt shipment at anything approaching 
an export basis. For forward delivery 
July-August and September-October they 
are within measurable distance of bisi- 
ness for both winters and springs, but ‘he 
recent advance of sixpence per 280 Ibs jas 
checked further trading for the time ‘ie- 
ing, promoting a general disposition to 
await further development. 

Shipments from all Atlantic ports ‘1- 
cluding Canada to Liverpool last w: +k 
were 2,000 sacks and tothe United Ki:v- 
dom 28,000, against 40,000 last year. 

Since Aug. 1 the total to the Uni.-d 
Kingdom has only reached 1,712,0.\), 
against 5,604,000 last season. 

Low-grade flours are scarce on spot «id 
new arrivals unduly spare, while o::ly 
moderate yuantities are in transit. 1e 
demand as usual in such circumstan es 
has become more active, at all event: it 
has served to clear the market of alm st 
everything available at recent full priccs. 

The Continent is not offering freely or 
shipment and prices asked are so mi <h 
above spot parity that new business is in- 
practicable. American, still apparen.ly 
having a better market in the Far FE) t, 
remains too dear to import here. 

Hungarian flour, though obtainable at 
old prices on spot regardless of the ««l- 
vance of 1s6d for shipment, has no frie::\s 
outside the specialist for his limited ce- 
quirements. Though the recent ras 
there, improving the crop prospects, hive 
caused a drop of sixpence per 280 Ibs in 
limits, the price still precludes fresh fer- 
ward engagements. 

French and Belgian flours show no !in- 
provement in the demand and require 
much effort to place in any quanti‘y. 
Their merits are decidedly in eclipse for ihe 
nonce and their clientelle is limited and 
reduced. At the same time holders are ot 
dismayed by such severe neglect into auy 
yielding in prices. Some 3,300 bags of 
French patents were offered the other day 
at auction but bids not approaching ve- 
serve they were withdrawn for disposal by 
more strenuous methods. For. shipment 
prices asked offer no temptation to im- 
porters to add to existing engagements 

Australian flours are still a slow sale at 
about late prices, but stocks are not exces- 
sive and owners show no anxiety to expe- 
dite realization by submitting to reduc- 
tions on quotations. For shipment, prices 
asked are fairly reasonable and occasioial 
business has materialized. 

The experimental shipments of Argen- 
tina flours have not arrived on a good ni:i'- 
ket and notwithstanding their good qul- 
ity and strength they have not caught on 
as quickly as was predicted. The trade in 
these flours is still in its infancy jut 
handlers are using every effort to foste: a 
demand for the goods. For shipment ile 
uncertainty of future prices isa hindraie 
to fresh business obtaining. Pacific, '1)- 
dian and Chilian flours are not factors of 
any consequence in any position at p's 
ent. 





GLASGOW, MAY 15 


From the Glasgow flour millers’ po ut 
of view, things are desperately qt «t. 
From what I can gather, the price of fi 
is now at a level that is making the |: a! 
millers grumble. Hitherto-they have! «0 
free to admit that they were havin 38 
lucrative time, but now they hold that :I- 
ues have gone to a level at which the p: ‘It 
is little indeed. 

Bran is a very material factor, and | °yY 
fear that it may fall further than it 45 
done seeing the warm weather has co &. 
The price of bran (medium kinds) is 83d 
per ton. 

The millers did not take into acc vt 
that there would be such a set-back in !ie 






val 
of f 


is ¢ 
wil 
flol 
wa 
flo 


flot 


ing 


up. 
val 
sia 
wa 
the 
Th 
an 


the 
qui 


the 
qui 
Hu 
the 
lov 
pat 
6d( 


no 
2AC 


pr 
br 
he 
er 
of 


Ww 
h: 
pe 
in 
th 
pl 


as 


bt 
T 
10 
m 


at 
be 


1) 


al 


o} 
s! 














May 31, 1905 


value of bran when they reduced the price 
of flour last week. 

A good deal of Australian flour in bulk 
ison the way, and I understand that it 
will be going into store. A run round the 
flour merchants elicited the fact that there 
was perhaps a little more doing in strong 
flours which were priced as formerly. 

French flours were firmer, there being an 
advance for shipment. 

On Friday the feeling was steadier for 
flour, but I can not say there was much do- 
ing, and the market today (Monday) might 
be similarly described. 

Today (Monday) wheat was threepence 
up, but as buyers were loth to pay the ad- 
vance the business done was limited. Rus- 
sian wheats still maintain their price. It 
was owing to the firmness of holders that 
there was not much doing in the market. 
The ruillers are fairly well bought ahead, 
and in the meantime they are not evincing 
muc!: interest in wheat. I might add that 
the reason flour was firmer was in conse- 
quence of a scarcity of American on spot. 
Holders of Hungarian were still firm in 
thei: ideas due to the millers in Hungary 
quoiing dearer prices. The importers of 
Hunarian flour did not book many sales, 
the ::kers preferring to hold off. The fol- 
lowivg were the prices of flour: Canadian 
patents, 28s 6d@29s 6d; winter wheat, 28s 
6d@2is; Minnesota straight, 22s@22s 6d; 
patc..'s, 29s@30s 6d; Milwaukee straight, 
215 | 1(@22s; patents, 28@30s; town-made, 
975 (11/4288 6d, Hungarian, 29s 6d@31s 6d; 
Fre: ch, 24@26s. 

Ti). folowing were the prices of wheat: 
nort :-rn Manitoba No. 2, 16s 3d@16s 6d per 
240 os; No. 8, 15s 94@16s; Scotch, 14s 8d@ 
lbs: black Sea, 16s 6d@17s 3d; La Plata, 
15s («216s 8d: Australian and New Zea- 
land. {6s 8d@17s. 

Ox meal in Glasgow has been raised a 
furtier ninepence to one shilling. The 
quoi tion is 28s 6d@31s; Irish, 25s 6d@27s 
6d; (anadian, 24@25s. In Edinburg and 
Mid!:thian, the millers have put up the 
price of oatmeal by another shilling, the 
quoi»tion by both being 35s, while the 
former for choice descriptions seek 37s. 
Firm:ness will doubtless characterize oat- 
meai till the new crop is ground. 

Mixed American corn was firm, the ad- 
van‘ was from 1)4d to 3d today. Quoted: 
12s :4(@12s 444d. Plate maize realized 14s. 
Fee‘ing and grinding beans showed an ad- 
vance of threepence. Home and foreign 
oats were again firm. 

A firm market has ruled in Leith for 
wheat. American offers are again the 
turn higher. There has been a fair busi- 
ness doing in Manitoban springs for ship- 
ment at what might be described as mod- 
erate prices. There is next to nothing do- 
ing in Russian wheat. Foreign oats are 
still in demand and realize full prices. 
There is a fair inquiry, too, for shipment. 

The following were the approximate im- 
portations at Glasgow during the past 
week of the foreign traffics named, the 
totals for year to date, and same informa- 
tion for last year: 

Last week 1905 1904 
13,340 = 236,830 
. 1,410 69,980 
- 14,180 264,700 


Wheat, QPOs is ccssieessas 
Barley, qrs. 
Maize, 





Oats. Graces eee 88.110 82.560 
Flour, sacks ........ - 10,820 293,880 571,100 
Oatineal, sacks ......... 1,920 21,430 24,650 





HOLLAND, MAY 15 


A stronger market in flour and wheat 
prevailed this week, but as it did not 
bring about a more confident feeling the 
new business passing was limited. High- 
er prices had to be paid by those in want 
of stuff. Stocks generally being low, only 
a little more confidence in the near future 
would help things materially, but buyers 
having bought clears at 9!¢fl reluctantly 
pay the advance. Nevertheless a fair bus- 
Iness in these grades at 934fl was done at 
the beginning of the week but at the close 
prices advanced and today most millers 
ask 10fl ¢.i.f. 

‘ome and Belgian millers alike are firm 
but prices are only fractionally higher. 
The Dutch product is offered at 103/fl per 
100 kilos, home delivered, while Belgian 
ro led flour is quoted at 10@10'fl c.i-f. 
erms, 

ere were offers of Canadian patents 
at 15°; fl which had no attention, tke price 
beiig still prohibitive. 

_/\inerican millers quote spring wheat 
fir; patent at 14fl; spring wheat. second 
pa'cnt at 1344¢fl; spring wheat first clear 
at ete and spring wheat choice low 
grede at 8fi. 





FROM THE TRADE 


: alkers, Winser & Hamm, London, May 
lv: The recent rise in America bas made 
bi hess more difficult in so far as mills 
a! asking a substantial and general ad- 
Vviaince, while on this side the improvement 
0» \inable is microscopical and the quan- 
Ulcs moving extremely small. 
nlop Bros., Glasgow, May 10: A 
‘ewhat steadier tone has prevailed in 
trade here during the week, but there has 
i little or no improvement in the de- 
ap d, and prices have continued unsatis- 
‘clory. Arrivals are excessive of wheat, 
‘« moderate of other articles. 





R. Hunter Craig & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
May 11: Tradeis slow. The imports of 
flour during the week have amounted to 
17,709 sacks. 


Altona Bros., Rotterdam, May 16: Since 
our report of May 2 markets have become 
firmer and prices of nearly all articles are 
improving. The demand is not yet quite 
what it should be but stocks are so much 
reduced that the tendency is very sensitive 
and with some assistance prices might 
easily advance. This isan extraordinary 
condition of the market at this time of 
the year. Reports of crops abroad are 
very good and our own crops, though 
somewhat behind, promise, in regard to 
grain, a very big yield. Wheat is in good 
demand for milling purposes. Flour is 
firm. Home-milled flour is held at one- 
eighth to a quarter of a florin higher. 
American first clears are also about one 
quarter of a florin higher, the c.i.f. price 
being 934@10fl, though there is a certain 
brand that is obtainable at 9%<fl. 


THE WORLD’S WHEAT 


By J. W. RUSH, LONDON, ENG. 


There has been decidedly more anima- 
tion in the wheat markets this week and 
prices have recovered fully sixpence a 
quarter, with some speculative inquiry, 
and a certainly improved consumptive de- 
mand. This somewhat sudden change in 
the temper of the trade is due to several 
causes. 

In the first place we are told that the 
American winter wheat crop is deteriorat- 
ing and that ‘‘rust’’ has made its appear- 
ance; and we are the more inclined to be- 
lieve evil, so to speak, of this crop because 
it did not start well enough to make a 
bumper crop. 

In the next place we consider it very sig- 
nificant that spot wheat at Minneapolis 
and Duluth should be in such good de- 
mand; and thirdly, there is a growing im- 
pression that with the increased require- 
ments of the United Kingdom, Italy and 
Spain, and probably of France, during the 
next three months, it will be very difficult 
for the supplies to keep up with the de- 
mand; in other words, stocks will have to 
be ‘argely drawn upon to meet the current 
demand. 

In the United Kingdom home-grown 
wheat was probably never so scarce as it 
now is, and we shall require fully 525,000 
qrs a week of foreign wheat. 

In France, prices are now practically up- 
on an importing level, and about a dozen 
cargoes of foreign wheat have recently 
been bought. So far the demand does not 
show any signs of activity but there are 
many well informed people in France who 
claim that one and one-half to two million 
quarters of foreign wheat will have to be 
imported before August. 

One is the more inclined to take this 
view seeing that the Spanish demand for 
flour has enabled French millers to get rid 
of their accumulated flour stocks, which 
had hitherto been the chief obstacle to the 
advance in wheat necessary to attract im- 
ports. 

The most striking instance of increased 
requirements is in Spain, where large im- 
ports are now being made and where the 
new crop promises very upfavorably. In 
Germany, home-grown wheat is now so 
scarce that foreign meets quite an active 
demand. 

Austria-Hungary is aso an importer this 
season, whereas last year she was an ex- 
porter. Summing up the position, I 
should be inclined to put the weekly re- 
quirements of Europe during the next 
three months as follows, compared with 
the actual imports in the same period last 
year (in quarters) : 











1905 1904 

Actual 

Probable’ imports 

United Kingdom .............. 525,000 495,000 

Cg ISS SA ee am 15,000 
Germany, Belgium and Hol- 

ARRIBA re 350,000 370,000 

Italy, Spain and Portugal .... 175,000 100.000 

I aor as dies ceen wate Cue 125,000 110,000 

Wotek sock vcs wees ees 01,250,000 1,090,000 


In addition to the above it must not be 
forgotten that the extra-European require- 
ments are about 150,000 qrs a week, sup- 
plied by America, Argentina and Austral- 
asia. 

I must confess that it is very difficult to 
believe that, in the absence of American 
wheat, anything like the quantity, which 
I have every reason to believe will be cur- 
rently consumed, will be forthcoming. 

It is probable, but doubtful that Russia 
and the Danubian countries may exceed 
their large shipments of last year, and it 
is probable that the Argentine exports 
will exceed those of last year in this 
period, but adopting what I believe to be 
maximum figures I find the result come 
out as follows (in quarters) : 


1905 1904 

Probable Actual 

United States and Canada.... 75,000 140,000 
et. Saved aske't 250,000 200,000 
Russia and Danube............ 450,000 400,000 
con axa 175,000 225,000 
BRO choca cn ckac vans wees 50,000 60,000 
SEN Sai lockcceceecscstcesae aeaee 35,000 
MORE) occ cccacecccoccacsscese cd ORBOe 1,000,000 
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This shows a much stronger statistical 
position than the recent calm aspect of 
our market showed any signs of, and is no 
doubt the main reason of the increased 
confidence in the market in the face of 


_good crop prospects generally. 


It is needless to add that if there should 
be any serious impairment of crop pros- 
pects, especially on your side of the Atlan- 
tic, there would be a sharp upward move- 
ment, because it is only the fear, or expec- 
tation of large American supplies in the 
new season, that keeps prices so moderate, 
and stifles speculative buying.» 


New South Wales 


Special Correspondence 


Probably the most important item of 
news is that the wheat belt in New South 
Wales has been drenched and the prospects 
for the harvest at the end of the year, so 
far as they can be spoken of at the plow- 
ing season, are extremely favorable. The 
neighboring states have shared the same 
good fortune. The rain was nearly too 
late; three weeks ago gloom pervaded 
many a large wheat-producing district; 
now all is joy and farmers are busily en- 
gaged in turning up the soil. 

For the first quarter of the year the 
rainfall in the wheat districts averaged 
but five inches; during the last fortnight, 
however, the downpour has been so copi- 
ous that even in the barren west—the 
great sheep lands—the dry and thirsty 
earth has received a bounteous soaking. 

In fact, in the back country the fall is 
spoken of as the best that has fallen for 
twenty years and such a generous out- 
pouring is surely an omen of happier 
times for the pastoralist. To the wheat 
men it should mean an extension of the 
area to be put under crop. The value of 
the fall tothe state direct and indirect 
will be enormous. 





SLACKNESS OF TRADE 


The breadstuffs markets have been very 
slack and, since writing a month ago, 
prices have slightly declined in conse- 
quence of the lowering values quoted in 
Mark Lane. Holders of grain here are be- 
ginning to see that with the prospects of 
a heavy winter crop in America, a big har- 
vest in France, not to speak of our own 
bright prospects later in the year, there is 
little hope of better rates prevailing. 

Shippers and millers are likewise evinc- 
ing no anxiety to secure parcels of wheat; 
in the case of the former there are few 
vessels waiting to be loaded, while the 
latter have ample stocks to carry them 
along for some months. Until holders, 
therefore, see their way to reduce their 
ideas of value prices quoted can be regard- 
ed as more or less nominal. 

Two features may be mentioned regard- 
ing the month’s business. A good deal of 
fiour and wheat is being shipped to South 
Africa—London being apparently over- 
stocked with Australian flour just now— 
and some decent lines of wheat are on or- 
der for Japan. 

LATEST QUOTATIONS 

Sydney—Wheat is quoted at 3s 2!sd per 
bu and exporters have no difficulty in sat- 
isfying their requirements at this rate. 
Millers are operating sparingly. Flour 
is quiet at £7 15s@£8 per 2,000 Ibs for best 
brands and from 5s to 10s less for the sec- 
ond-class makes. Bran is ninepence per 
bushel and pollard a shilling. 

Melbourne—Latest transactions were at 
8s 3d per bu, and 3s 1d@3s 2d for medium 
milling wheat. Flour is very slow of sale 
and large stocks are accumulating. £7 10s 
(@£7 15s quoted for leading brands, but 
some inferior makes have sold as low as £7 
for export. Bran is 9!¢d per bu and pollard 
a shilling. 

Adelaide—Wheat slow at 3s 3d per bu 
with scarcely any business doing. Flour 
almost neglected at £7 15s@£8, with sec- 
ond grades quoted at £7 5s. Bran and pol- 
lard are a shilling a bushel. 

EXPORT TRADE 

Shipping has not been so heavy during 
the last four weeks: in fact, the grain 
fleet is now reduced to 28 vessels; 3 to load 
in Sydney, 10 in Melbourne, 14in Adelaide 
and1in Brisbane. These bottoms will 
take about 2,620,000 bus leaving between 
10 and 11 million bushels to be still dis- 
posed of. The last two weeks’ exports— 
apart from shipments to the United King- 
dom—have seen 1,420 tons of flour sent 
from Sydney to South Africa; 3,233 tons 
of flour and 5,436 tons of wheat sent from 
Victorian ports to South Africa; and 1,292 
tons of flour from Adelaide to the Cape. 

To the Orient, Sydney bas dispatched 
522 tons of wheat, Melbourne 909 tons of 
wheat and 298 tons of flour and Adelaide 
584 tons of flour. 

For Guam 38,229 tons of wheat have been 
loaded from Adelaide and from the same 
port 3,020 tons of wheat for Valparaiso. 

A feature of note has been the dispatch 
from West Australia of the first bulk ship- 
ment, consisting of 1,056 tons of wheat, to 
the United Kingdom. 
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AUSTRALASIAN WHEAT FIGURES 


The government statists in each state 
have now completed their final estimates 
of the crops. Writing during the harvest- 
ing in December last—when all sorts of 
varying forecasts were published—I stated 
that, taking a favorable view of the 
crops, the figures for the commonwealth 
migbt be put down at 56,486,000 bus. 

The final official returns give the Aus- 
tralian crop as 55,817,400 bus, and this 
after deducting 300,000 bus destroyed by 
bush fires in New South Wales in Janu- 
ary, which of course could not be antici- 
pated. 

After allowing for food requirements 
and seed, and taking in a carry-over, the 
commonwealth surplus for export may be 
given as 30,000,000 bus. A little more than 
half that quantity has already been 
shipped. 

The statistics for three seasons, includ- 
ing New Zealand, are appended (in bush- 
els): 

1902-3 1903-4 








REED. . Cee re 1,585,100 27,334,100 16,463,700 
Victoria .......... 2,569,400 28,525,600 20,944.700 
South Australia.. 6,354,900 14,000,000 13,717,000 
Queensland ....... 6,200 2,436,800 2,400,000 
West Australia... 970,500 1,876,300 1,692,000 
Tasmania 877.000 767,400 600,000 








Commonwealth 12,363,100 74,940,200 55,817,400 
New Zealand ..... 7,457,900 7,891,700 6,996,400 





Australasia. ....19,821,000 82,831.900 62,831,800 


The year 1902-3, it will be remembered, 
was the great drouth season. While the 
average yield in New South Wales was but 
1.2 bu per acre, in 1903-4 it was 17.5 bus and 
in 1904-5 it was 9.3 bus. 

NEW SOUTH WALES SHIPMENTS 

Returns have just been issued showing 
the destinations and the shippers of wheat 
and flour from New South Wales last sea- 
son. Out of 1,493,815 bags wheat exported 
three firms sent 1,275,118 bags—no less than 
85 per cent. James Bell & Co. top the list 
with 462,950 bags, W. & A. M’Arthur & 
Co., Ltd., run second with 456,807 bags and 
John Darling & Son next with 355,361 bags. 
Other shippers included: Dalgety & Co., 
Ltd., J. I. Falk, Co-operative Wholesale 
Society, Farmers & Settlers’ Co-operative 
Society, Gillespie Bros. & Co., F. Kane- 
matsu, Scott, Fell & Co. and Bowden Bros. 

The destinations and number of bags of 
wheat exported were: Falmouth, 1,067,431; 

i 5,557; Antwerp, 73,556; Lon- 
don, 71,763; Queenstown, 57,227; Newcas- 
tle-on Tyne, 47,152; Japan, 44,988; Callao, 
28,318; Fleetwood, 18,764; Noumea, 10,210; 
Hamburg, 9,421; Hongkong, 9,218; Liver- 
pool, 7,143; Amsterdam, Durban, 2,770; 
Algoa Bay, 932; other places, 465 bags. 

The quantity of flour exported was: 138,- 
946 200-Ib sacks, 2,792 100-lb sacks, 14,069 
50-lb sacks, 13,500 25-]b sacks, 741 cases, 807 
packages, 356 crates. The bulk of the 
cases, packages and crates went to the 
South Seas, where the flour has to be 
packed in hermetically sealed tins to keep 
well. 

Trade was done with the following 
among other places: Batavia, 260 sacks; 
Capetown, 1,447; Colombo, 450; Durban, 
2,422; Glasgow, 17,995; Hongkong, 5,899 
sacks, 1,890 one-half sacks, 5,264 one-fourth 
sacks: Japan, 6,564 sacks, 200 one-half 
sacks, 5,090 one-fourth sacks and 500 pack- 
ages; Java, 350 sacks, 200 one-fourth sacks; 
Liverpool, 8,660 sacks: London, 63,597 
sacks, 160 one-half sacks; Macassar, 419 
sacks; Manilla, 424 sacks, 350 one-half 
sacks, 200 one-fourth sacks: Noumea, 18,- 
528 sacks: Samarang, 310 sacks; Singa- 
pore, 70 sacks; Sourabaya, 270 sacks; 600 
one-fourth sacks, and South Sea Islands, 
12,308 sacks, 142 one-half sacks, 2,578 one- 
fourth sacks, 599 cases, 339 crates, 100 
packages. 





NOTES 

In 1904 there were employed in New 
South Wales flour mills 868 hand and the 
wages paid were £80,154. In the preceding 
year 751 hands were employed who drew 
£63,812. ; 

The death of John Darling is anounced. 
He was founder of the large milling firm 
of John Darling Son, Adelaide, which has 
branches in the various states. He died 
on April 10 of heart failure, aged 74. 

New South Wales has been divided into 
three parts for wheat-growing statistical 
purposes. In the north the area was 12!, 
per cent of the whole and the average 
yield nearly 13'¢ bus; the central portion 
had an average of over 7 bus with an area 
of 3514 per cent, while the southern districts 
yielded an average of 9°¢ bus and supplied 
52 per cent of the area under wheat. Ow- 
ing to rust, wheat growing in the coastal 
districts—the original starting point of 
the industry here—is fast dying out. 

JOHN R. WALLACE. 

Sydney, N.S. W., April 17. 





Echo (Minn.) Milling Co: With the ex- 
ception of one frosty night, weather has 
been favorable during the week for grow- 
ing crops. The stand of wheat is rather 
thin in some places and only the most fa- 
vorable weather will insure a good crop. 
Wheat has been moving freely in the last 
week, due to the high, prices. Very little 
wheat is left in farmers’ hands. 
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The flour trade here is in practically the 
same position it has been in for the last 
three weeks. The dealers have had no 
confidence in the prices of wheat, looking 
on the advance in May as purely the result 
of speculative operations in all markets, 
with practically nothing to do with the 
actual demand for flour for milling. As 
one member of the exchange said: **When 
one sees wheat shipped from Duluth to 
Chicago to fill a corner, diverted to Duluth 
as a result of Gates selling out, re-shipped 
back to Chicago, and then rushed to Min- 
neapolis, it is evident that there is more 
demand for wheat to fill speculative shorts 
than there is demand for wheat to grind 
into flour.”’ 

Naturally, with the prices to which 
Minneapolis wheat has been forced, mills 
have been forced to ask high prices, and 
mill limits have ranged from $6.30 to $6.50 
for spring wheat patents, but no one 
would bid any more for flour, other than 
that which immediate requirements neces- 
sitated buying, than his idea of the price 
of wheat on June. The result of this con- 
dition has been that.a little flour has been 
sold from $6 down. 

On country brands the trade here was 
willing to bid in barrels about what the 
mills wanted in sacks. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it is almost impossible to 
pame prices at which any considerable 
amount of business could be done. 

Clears have been very quiet; prices have 
been a little steadier, running up to about 
$4.10, with very little business. 

Winter wheat flour has been jobbing in 
a small way around $4.70@4.80 for straights 
in barrels. Some flour has been offered at 
even lower money and some was beld at 5 
(@15¢ over the outside figure. There have 
been sales of new flour, July shipment, at 
$4.35. The situation is more mixed than 
it usually is, and with the trade holding 
off so insistently, there are a good many 
careful observers who believe that not on- 
ly buyers here but buyers generally, will 
have run down their stocks to sucha point 
that they will be forced buyers of new- 
wheat flour the minute it begins to move. 
Low-grade winters are neglected, with 
only a few scattered sales. 

The market for Kansas flour is very 
quiet. There has been a moderate business 
around $4.80@4.90 for straights or so-called 
patents, mills wanting up to $5.10. The 
conditions which have influenced Kansas 
flour are those which have been influential 
as to both winters and spring wheat flour, 
buyers simply holding off and waiting for 
the wind-up of the May deal all over the 
country. Kansas clears have been a little 
higher. 


WHEAT CROP CONDITION 


The advices continue favorable from the 
eastern wheat district. The crops are mak- 
ing good progress in New York state and 
Pennsylvania, parts of Maryldnd, and a 
small portion of Virginia. 

As a whole, however, the crop is very 
promising, and the advices would indicate 
that there has been very little, if any, loss 
in promise from the May government re- 
port. 

FLOUR TRADE DINNER 


The receivers and mill representatives of 
the New York Produce Exchange gavea 
dinner to the flour jobbers Tuesday night 
at the Hotel Astor. It was in parta re- 


turn compliment fora dinner given last 
year by the jobbers, but more particularly 
it was to receive from the flour jobbers a 








proposition affecting trade interests, and 
to discuss it. Owing to the conditions 
which have developed in the New York 
flour trade of recent vears, there has been 
the slow and gradual encroaching upon 
one another’s ground by different branch- 
es of the trade. Jobbers have bought di- 
rect, ignoring the receivers, receivers have 
sold direct, ignoring the jobbers, and the 
mill representatives have sold wherever 
they could getachance. The result has 
been that trade has been cut into in an ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory way. 

The dinner which the flour jobbers gave 
last year resulted ina more harmonious 
feeling, and the receivers took up the 
matter in the best spirit. 

Tuesday’s dinner has been talked about 
for some time. The arrangements were 
by Otto Neustadt. It was the largest 
gathering of members of the New York 
flour trade ever held, and included re- 
ceivers, mill representatives, jobbers and 
exporters, in all about 150 members and 
guests. 

Alfred Romer presided and introduced 
the speakers. After dinner, the proposi- 
tions of the jobbers were presented by 
Peter E. Henderson, chairman of the Job- 
bers’ Association. The propositions were: 

First: that receivers and mill represent- 
atives should stop selling to retail baker- 
ies. 

Second: that receivers and mill repre- 
sentatives, members of the New York 
Produce Exchange, stop selling flour to 
any persons not members of the New 
York Produce Exchange. 

Third: that receivers and mill repre- 
sentatives sell only in carload lots. 

The propositions were discussed by the 
leading members of the trade, and it was 
the opinion of nearly every speaker that 
conditions were in such form that some 
change was necessary, in order to conserve 
the best interests of the trade. 

After lengthy discussion of the matter, 
a special committee of five from each 
branch of the trade was provided for, such 
committee to be appointed by the chair- 
man of the dinner, Mr. Romer, with the 
assistance of Mr. Henderson, chairman of 
the Jobbers’ Association. 

The committee appointed, included, for 
the receivers and mill representatives, 
Otto Neustadt, H. J. Greenbank, C. D. 
Ford, D. 8S. Jones and W. C. Roberson, and 
for the flour jobbers, Rudolph C. Blancke, 
Robert M. Pohle, M. Adler, R. C. 
Johnson and O. H. Montgomery. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Sidney Smith, previously in the flour, 
grain and feed business in Montreal, left 
here last week to take charge of the Lon- 
don office of Arthur May & Co. of Durban, 
South Africa. 

There is much adverse feeling here re- 
garding bleached flour. Many buyers re- 
fuse to accept it when they know it has 
been bleached, claiming that it is lifeless, 
compared with the untreated product. 

E. J. Thompson, who operates the larg- 
est bakery in the island of Bermuda, has 
been spending some time in New York re- 
cently, in company with R. A. Ferguson, 
who will enter into business with Mr. 
Thompson. 

The meeting of the Produce Exchange 
on Wednesday to consider the question of 
how to utilize to the best advantage the 
immense equity in the property of the ex- 
change, was largely attended. After much 
discussion, a committee of ten was ap- 
pointed to investigate the matter, and sub- 
sequently to report. 

The death of John Valient of Milmine, 
Bodman & Co. was very sudden and a 
great surprise to the members of the ex- 
change. Mr. Valient had been identified 
with the corn business of the Produce Ex- 
change more particularly than any other 
department, and his death will be a serious 
blow to the corn trade of the Produce Ex- 
change. He had been prominently identi- 
fied with the exchange as member of the 
board of managers, and as chairman or 
member of many important committees. 

H. M. Bogert and H. J. Greenbank ac- 
companied by their wives, while automo- 
biling through Jersey last Sunday night 
had a narrow escape from what might 
have been a fatal accident. When nearing 
the ferry to New York, two intoxicated 
men appeared in the road ahead of them, 
one reeling in front of the car just as it 
reached them. The driver, in an attempt 
to prevent hitting the man, ran the car in- 
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to a telegraph pole, and thence into the 
ditch by the roadside. The man was quite 
badly damaged, but no onein the auto was 
hurt beyond some slight bruises. The car 
was wrecked. 

There was to have been a meeting of the 
Trunk Line grain committee this week to 
take up the question of the enforcement of 
the decision of the interstate commerce 
commission on the ex-lake differentials. 
The meeting, however, was deferred in- 
definitely. Some of the steamship inter- 
ests are very much exercised over the de- 
cision of the interstate commerce commis- 
sion and are apprehensive that it will cut 
still further into the grain trade from New 
York to Europe. A man who has madea 
rather close study of the situation, said he 
believed the issue might be met by the 
steamships and railroads jointly, through 
an agreement between them, and with the 
exchange, to do away with the lighterage 
and ‘‘fobbing’’ charges now enforced. The 
question of harbor charges has been a seri- 
ous one in the local traffic conditions. The 
necessity, owing to the widely separated 
piers of the liners, to have floating eleva- 
tors, has compelled extra expenses. The 
railroads and shippers might get around 
this by buying the floating elevators, and 
absorbing these charges in the freights, 
and full cargo boats could go either to the 
elevators or pay necessary expenses for 
putting the grain on board from floating 


elevator. 
A. L. RUSSELL. 





Baltimore 


Special Correspondence 


There was an irregular flour market last 
week. Prices were again advanced, espe- 
cially on spring patents and clears but 
buyers did not show any interest and there 
was a dull market for these grades. 
Prices were more or less nominal, witha 
comparatively wide range. The few sales 
made were at cut prices and only to fill 
some urgent want. Re-sales were more in 
evidence than direct sales. 

There was more doing in soft winter 
wheats anda few moderately large lots 
were reported of straight winter on a ba- 
sis of $4.75(@4.85 per 196 lbs in wood. Out- 
side of these, the market was quite dull, 
with very little demand. Jobbers report a 
little better business for the week but the 
wholesale trade is flat and, with harvest 
rapidly approaching, buyers are shy and 
likely to become more so until wheat is on 
a more settled basis. 

So far there has been no trading in new- 
crop deliveries, either winter or spring. 
The offerings and sales to the wholesale 
trade include spring patent, $5.75(@6.25; 
spring straight, $5.50@5.75; spring clear, 
$4.25; hard winter patent, $5.15@5.30; 
hard winter straight, $575.15; hard win- 
ter clear, $3.75(@@3.90: winter patent, $5.30 
(5.45: winter straight, $4.75@4.90: win- 
ter clear, $4.60@4.75, all per 196 Ibs, in 
wood. ; 

City mills report an improved home de- 
mand for flour, but no export trade. 
Their output for the week was about 2,- 
500 bbls. 

The clearances of flour from Baltimore 
were 10,644 bbls; receipts, also principally 
for shipment, 27,710. 

The exports of flour were to Dublin, 4,- 
286 bbls; to Cardiff, 2,886; Bremen, 1,740; 
Belfast, 1,001; Port Antonio, 239; Tarpun 
Bay, 99; coastwise, 393. 

WILLIAM E. BAITZELL. 

Baltimore, Md., May 29. 


Philadelphia 


Special Correspondence 

There was an advance of 15@25c in mill 
limits on flour, due to the sharp upward 
movement in wheat, but trade was quiet 
and transactions were mostly in spot 
goods, which were available below manu- 
facturers’ figures. 

Sales of spring patent were generally at 
$#5.75@6.10 per 196 lbs in wood, but at the 
close mill limits in many cases ranged 
from $6.15 to $6.40 and some of the special 
brands were held above the latter rate. 
Straight and clear are firmly held but 
quiet at $5.50@5.75 for the former and:at 
$4(@4.30 for the latter, both per 196 lbs in 
wood. 

Offerings of Kansas flours were light 
and prices ruled firm at theadvance. Quo- 
tations were ona basis of $4.30@4.55 for 
clear, $5@5.20 for straight and $5.25@5.50 
for patent, all per 196 lbs in sacks. 

Sales of winter flours were chiefly in 
spot goods, which were available below 
the limits of the mills. Straight brought 
$4.80@5 per 196 lbs in wood, while manu- 
facturers, in most cases, are unwilling to 
sell at the close below $5.15@5.25. Patent 
sold on the spot at $55.25 per 196 lbs in 
wood. At the close the mills in many 
cases are asking from $5.40 to $5.50 for 
choice brands. 

The’ city mills report a rising market as 
a result of the advance in wheat, but trade 
is quiet as buyers are unwilling to follow 
the limits of the mills. 
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NOTES 


‘The Pennsylvania Railroad Co. has in- 
vited bids for two large terminal freight 
houses to be built at Washington, D. ¢- 

Clarence W. Wagar of C. W. Wagar 
left here on Friday for an extensive — 
ness trip through the west and northwest. 

Dempsey & Sons have purchased 300 feet 
along the Delaware river at North Cramer 
Hill, opposite Philadelphia, and intend to 
build a shipyard thereon. 

Henry M. Allen, manager of the Alle, 
& Wheeler Co., Troy, Ohio, millers ang 
grain dealers, was on ’change last Week 
renewing acquaintances among his many 
customers here. . 

Crop reports were generally favorable last 
week. There have been frequent rains 
whi¢h, however, were unevenly distribut. 
ed. Wheat, rye and grass are generally 
growing well and the outlook is favorable. 

SAMUEL S. DANtets. 

Philadelphia, May 29. 





Boston 


Special Correspondence 


A strong market for flour prevailed dur- 
ing the week, with an advance of »0c per 
bbl on most grades of spring wheat flour. 
Winter wheat flours also were firmer, al- 
though the advance was not so marked as 
in spring wheat grades. 

While the market is steadier than a week 
ago, the demand still drags and there is 
no indication of any improvement. \Vhile 
there is a little something doing right 


along, there is no new business of any 
size. ; 

The jobbers and other receivers have 
been drawing upon reserve supplics toa 
greater extent than ever during thie past 
week or two, and as receipts were small- 
erthan usual, the indications are that 
stocks will show a material decreas from 


a month ago. 

Shipping directions were given more 
freely during the past week, which would 
indicate that the trade is not oversiipplied 
with flour. Advancing prices, with a 
market that is tending upward dai!\, does 
not seem to have any effect upon the views 
of the trade. It is believed that esent 
high values will not stand, and wit!) the 
close of the month of May, prices will be 
much lower. 

Hence, buyers and sellers are apart, and 
they do not seem to be any nearer than 
they were a week or two ago. Bis are 
usually away out of line with the asking 
quotations, in some instances beiny dic 
per bbl below the mill quotations. 


Prices of spring wheat patent showa 
wide range of value, almost 75c¢ per bbl 
between the lowest and highest |imits. 
The best grades of Minneapolis patents 
were advanced Saturday to #6.75@6.>5 per 
bbl, in wood, or 20c per bbl, above tlie low 
point. The choice grades of Minnesota 
and Wisconsin country patents range at 





$6.45(@6.65 per bbl, but there are stil! good 
flours to be had at $6.15@@6.25 per bbl, in 
wood. 

Spring patents at second hands are offer- 
ing on the market at much lower than 
mill prices. Good spring patents were sold 
during the week at $5.75(@5.85 per bbl, in 
wood. 

In winter wheat flours there was au ad- 


vance of about 10¢c per bbl during the 
week. While millers have advanced their 
prices for prompt shipment, quotations 
for future delivery remain unchanged. 


The demand has ruled quiet on soft win- 
ter wheat flours. ; 

Old wheat patents are quoted at a varie- 
ty of prices, but $5.25@5.60 will cover the 
range asked for Ohio, Indiana aud other 
patents. Straights are also held ata 
range of $4.95@5.15 per bbl, with clears 
ranging at $4.75 @5 per bbl, according to 
quality. 

Kansas hard wheat patents are held at 
$5.50@5.75 per bbl, in wood, prompt ship- 
ment, but there is little inquiry. ffers 
for deferred shipment are fully (ic per 
bbl, below present asking prices for 
prompt shipment. 


New wheat flour for future delivery !s 
offering from both spring and winter 
wheat sections. New spring patents, >ep- 
tember and October shipment, were oflered 
during the week at $5.25@5.50 per Dbl, 
with no demand. New winter whests are 


offered at $4.65@4.90 for patent and 4.90 
(@4.60 for straight. 

There is very little doing in flour ‘0" ex 
port from this port, prices ruling to igh. 
Allexports at the present time «'¢ 00 
through bills. 


Boston, May 29. 


Lt 


L. W. DE P 





Jennison Bros. & Co., Janesville, \!inn: 
We observe no improvement whatey:! 1! 


the milling situation. Sales of flour 
amount to practically nothing. Sh ppins 
directions on old orders are hard to «'t, 18 
spite of the advance in prices. ocal 
wheat receipts have been good and ‘here 
seems to be more wheat left in this )1''t of 
the country than we counted on lhe 


vie for 


weather, so far, has been very favors’ 
the growing crop. 
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Head of the Lakes 


DWIGHT E. WOODBRIDGE, Agent 
416 Providence Bldg., Duluth, Minn. 
Special Correspondence 


The week’s output of flour was only 4,- 
000 bbls. A week ago the output was 26,- 
00 and in 1904 24,700. A dull flour de- 
mand prevailed last week and, on the 
whole, the market was uninteresting and 
very quiet. Buyers were very conservative 
in making purchases and most sales were 
of moderate quantities, to dealers needing 
stock to fillactual wants. 

The trade evidently is awaiting a read- 
‘ustment of prices before enlarging stocks, 
which are reported to be very moderate. 
Movement light and there has been no 
great change one way or another in local 
stock fn ¢ 
“The Commander is the only mill in 
operation. 

NEW CONTRACT GRADE 


On Saturday the Duluth Board of Trade 
yoted to change contract grade of wheat to 
No. 2 northern, by a vote of 93 to17. Some 
3) Minneapolis members were on hand to 
vote, 2s well asa few from Chicago. At 
the time of the meeting there was no dis- 
cussion of the measure, though it had 
been well threshed over before. 

The change is in section 3 of rule 16, of 
the Board’s by-laws, and reads that ‘‘all 
contracts for purchase and sale of wheat, 
unless otherwise specified, shall be under- 
stood to be for No. 2 northern; all con- 
tracts for September 1905 and later deliv- 
ery, t» take effect on the adoption of this 
rule.” 

PLEASED WITH CROP OUTLOOK 


K. =. Kneeland, manager of the Duluth 
Elevator Co., a country line, was herea 
day or two ago. He is very much pleased 
with the wheat crop outlook, and finds 
nothing to worry over. He says that, 
while the crop was slow in starting after 
it was seeded, a few days of warm weather 
will put it forward wonderfully. He says 
the wheat acreage, as well as that of 
flax, barley and oats, is about the same 
as last year. He never saw so good a de- 
maud for seed flax as there now is. 

NOTES 


There are only 146,000 bus of No. 1 north- 
ern in store here, 16,000 bus of No. 2 north- 
ern and 1,600,000 bus special bin. 

Shipments of all grains from the Head 
of the Lakes last week were 1,485,000 bus, 
and receipts were but 53,000, making a 
very heavy loss in stocks. Oats was the 
chief grain shipped, amounting to 764,000 
bus. There are now in store less tban 2,- 
000,000 bus of oats, 6,500,000 of flax and 1,- 
925,000 of wheat. 

No. 2 northern wheat has been running 
here about 5@8c under No.1; ¢venso close 
as last Friday, when the passage of the 
new rule was certain as anything could be, 
it was 44¢e under. Now it is 2c under, 
for cash, and new contract September is 
3°<c under old. The passage of the rule 
seems to have aided in bringing No. 2 
northern up to a closer parity with the 
grade above it. This was the fact when 
No. | northern was substituted for No. 1 
hard in contracts, some years ago. 

There is said to be more than 250,000 bus 

of May flaxseed that had not been deliv- 
ered up to Monday night. Tuesday is a 
holiday, leaving Wednesday for this deliv- 
ery. It was supposed Monday that the 
American Linseed Co. was the seller of 
this seed, but there was, of course, no 
definite information. As the American 
was supposed to own all flaxseed in store 
here, and as receipts were very small, the 
crushers that depended on this seed must 
have been scraping the sides of their bins 
for thirty days. 
_ Acargo of Duluth wheat left here late 
in April that has been on its travels since. 
It was bought here to deliver to the man- 
ipulator of the Gates’s corner at Chicago, 
but there proved to be no need of delivery 
on account of the smash of that ill-fated 
scheme, and it was diverted to Buffalo 
when the Armours bought it from Gates 
atsl.15 abu. Millers there were supposed 
to want it, but they refused to take it at 
the price the owners demanded and it was 
possible to sell only at a heavy loss; so it 
Was re-shipped and started back to Chica- 
go and was loaded in cars and sent to Min- 
heapolis to fill a sale of May that the Ar- 
mour company had made millers in that 
city during the last flurry in wheat last 
week. Possibly it will get around to Du- 
luth again by way of Minneapolis, before 
it has ended its journey. 


SHIPPING NOTES 
The wife of D. T. Helm, vessel agent, 


died a few days ago at the home of rela- 


hb at St. Paul. She had been ill several 
eeks 


Line boats are still taking all the wheat 
and at 13¢c. Big ships are asking 2c and 
are getting nothing. The ore rate is 
equivalent to their asking rate. 


PR ee more 10,000-ton ships have been 


lered for next year’s delivery, for the 
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Jones & Laughlins Steel Co., making 15 of 
these immense freighters that are now 
contracted for. 

The splendid freight and passenger ship 
Juniata arrived here this week for the first 
trip, and was much admired. She is al- 
most a duplicate of the same company’s 
Tionesta, and will run on the same route 
with an opposite schedule. 

Saturday last the package freighter Su- 
perior, sister ship to the Duluth and by the 
same owners, was launched at Detroit. 
The ship should be in commission very 
soon. Thesame day the 7,000-ton L. C. 
Smith was launched also. The keel is now 
being laid at Detroit for the package 
freighter Delaware, for the Anchor Line, 
to be a duplicate of the Muncy. 

The old Canadian liner United Empire, 
one of the best-known package freighters 
and passenger ships trading to Duluth, 
has been renamed and is now coming out 
as Saronic. Extensive remodeling. has 
been carried on throughout the ship dur- 
ing the winter. The former Monarch, of 
the same fleet, is now the Britannic. The 
— and Germanic also belong to this 

eet. 

Dwieut E. WooDBRIDGE. 

Duluth, Minn., May 30. 


THE HOPPER 


In his speech before the Fraternity of 
Operative Millers at St. Louis, F. W. Doeb- 
ler, suggested that mills or elevators buy- 
ing wheat should have machines for clean- 
ing wheat of cheat, chaff and dust, so that 
only the wheat itself should be paid for. 
This moved him to say ‘‘What satisfaction 
there would beto the proprietor or the 
manager in the office having full knowl- 
edge that this day he had bought wheat 
and no dust.”’ 

In Germany a suggestion has been made 
that goes the foregoing one better. It is, 
that the price of grain should be based on 
its contents of dry substance. That is, 
that a grain with a high per cent of mois- 
ture should be valued lower than grain 
with less moisture, other things being 
equal. 

Discussing this matter, a writer in Der 
Miiller, Berlin, says that, owing to the cli- 
mate of Germany, grain there usually con- 
tains from 15 to 16 per cent of moisture. 
Foreign grain, on the other hand, he 
thinks would not average more than 12 per 
cent of moisture at time of shipment, be- 
cause grain with a higher per cent of mois- 
ture would not be likely to keep well in 
transit. While grain absorbs moisture in 
transit, especially on shipboard, still on 
arrival the foreign article, asa rule, con- 
tains considerably less moisture than na- 
tive German grain, and will, therefore, 
yield better than the latter. 

The writer suggests that instead of bas- 
ing prices on the native grain, with its 
relatively high per cent of moisture, the 
basis price should be on grain with 12 per 
cent of moisture. This would be the price 
for the foreign dry grain, and would be 
made to suit the respective markets. All 
grain with a higher per cent of moisture, 
whether native or of foreign origin, could 
then be easily and correctly valued with 
reference to the basis price. 

Then if native grain were dried so that 
it contained no more than 12 per cent, and 
its other properties remained uninjured, it 
should be valued as high as the best for- 
eign grain. At all events it would be in 
good condition for storage. On the other 
hand native grain containing 15 per cent 
of moisture, or foreign grain, which in 
course of time in transit and during sub- 
sequent storage under improper conditions 
should have acquired as high a per cent of 
moisture, could not be considered as safe 
for long storage. 

This plan is probably in advance of the 
times, but it suggests the query whether 
millers in general pay sufficient attention 
to the per cent of moisture contained in 
the wheat they buy. So far as the Hopper 
is aware, no reference is made to the per 
cent of moisture in wheat in the inspec- 
tion rules in vogue in the United States. 
So long as a surplus of moisture is not 
present that would be evident to the 
touch, and would manifestly render the 
wheat unmerchantable and unfit for stor- 
age, no attention is paid by inspection 
rules to a greater or less degree of mois- 
ture. Yet this may vary considerably 
without being apparent to ordinary tests 
of feeling. 

An oil bath oven is not a very expensive 
addition to the testing room. By drying 
in it wheat, or flour or gluten till two 
consecutive weighings show the same 
weight, the per cent of moisture contained 
in the article to be tested can readily be 
ascertained. 

It is almost always the case that there 
is a certain loss from evaporation during 
the grinding process. This evaporation 
must bear a certain proportion to the 
amount of moisture in the wheat. So 
that the drier the wheat is, the greater its 
value to the miller, in the way of yields. 
This is leaving out of account those 
wheats that are so dry and brittle that 














they are not in good condition to grind 
till they have been tempered by the addi- 
tion of water. But even with these 
wheats the saying may hold true for 
water is cheaper than wheat. 

What the Hopper would suggest is that 
the matter of the per cent of moisture 
contained in wheat, which is now more 
or less a neglected factor in estimating 
the value of wheat, should be taken into 
acount by millers, and that those millers 
who have not now at hand the facilities 
for determining accurately the per cent of 
moisture in wheat and its products, 
would find it advantageous to add to their 
testing rooms the necessary appliances for 
making this experiment. 


REFUSE DESTRUCTORS 


In commenting on coal saving and 
smoke abatement in the London Miller, 
an English firm of boiler makers calls at- 
tention tothe advantage of using a special 
destructor for disposing of such trade ref- 
use as can not he satisfactorily burned on 
the grates of steam boilers. 

It claims to have erected a considerable 
number of small destructors in large mod- 
ern works, which are successfully dealing 
with the waste of preserve factories, soap 
and candle works, biscuit factories, etc, 
the trade refuse of which is less promis- 
ing from a calorific point of view than is 
the refuse of a flour mill. 

Much useless refuse, such as wheat dust, 
that is now blown into the air in the 
neighborhood of flour mills might be 
caught by dust collectors. If disposed of 
in a destructor of the kind here men- 
tioned, it would in many cases improve 
both the appearance and healthfulness of 
the surroundings of the mill. 








Coopers’ Chips 


Conducted by FREDERICK J. CLARK. 
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It is noticeable that outside shops in the 
northwest have this spring been doinga 
much lighter business in flour barrels 
than in 1904. 


The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
21,880 bbls for the week ended Saturday 
represented the consumption of approxi- 
mately 76,500 patent hoops, 58,500 hickory 
hoops, and 41,000 wire hoops. 

Though Minneapolis barrel sales were 
light again last week, there was some sat- 
isfaction in knowing that they were larg- 
er than in the week before, to the extent 
of 8,550. This gain resulted from the 
mills running stronger. The _ business 
done by local shops was much lighter than 
in other years. The shops are running 
lightly, as they have a good supply 
of packages in their storehouses. As a 
result of this condition, two shops made 
no barrels last week, and the total make 
ran behind the sales nearly 5,000. The 
mills are making considerably less 
flour this week, and the sales of barrels 
will doubtless be unfavorably affected. 
With flour very dull and wheat prices in 
the northwest relatively higher than in 
other markets, the outlook for the barrel 
business in the next two or three months 
is not the most reassuring. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by five 
Minneapolis shops for the weeks ended on the 
dates given below, were: 

Sale: Make 
1902 1900 
55.230 17 





ales 
1905 1904 1903 


May 27...... 







36,700 
40,608 
42,205 





March 25..... 73,040 

March 18..... 81,350 

March 11..... 64.710 37. 

March 4..... 44,385 69,975 37,495 62,280 


*These figures include 1,270 half barrels, two 
half barrels being counted as one barrel. 

Nothing new can be said of barrel stock. 
Local shops have large supplies on hand, 
and they are totally indifferent to future 
needs. Under these conditions, the stock 
men have nothing to do and time hangs 
heavily on their bands. Dealers studious- 
ly keep away from the shops, and leave 
the coopers in the dark as to what stock 
could be bought at. With no buying to 
test prices, it is even arquestion with deal- 
ers what are actual prices. In a nominal 
way, quotations given in attached table 
are the best representation of values that 
can be obtained. 

Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock f.o.b. cars at Minneapolis: 
Michigan elm staves, M......... $. yr -@10.00 








Wisconsin elm staves, M......... @ 9.75 
Birch staves, M @ 9.00 
Oak staves, M @ 9.00 
Head linings, small lots, M @ AO 
Head linings, car lots, M........ @ 27 
Basswood heading, set........... 5 





Michigan pasen® ROOT, Bho snccce 
No. 1 southern hoops, M......... 8.75 @ 
Illinois and Ohio patent hoops... 9.25 @ 9.40 
Half barrel heading, set......... OAU4@ .04% 
Hickory hoops, M 6.50 ee 
Half barrel staves, M....... 7.50 @ 8.00 
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The subjoined table shows the flour bar- 
rel sales by Minneapolis shops on the pres- 
ent crop year, with comparisons: 











1904-5 1903-4 1902-3 1901-2 

September .. 245,330 283,655 253,465 270,030 
October ..... 268,460 170,200 391,565 348,895 
November... 282,475 346,415 362.220 307,340 
December... 234,590 315,250 297,460 393,075 
January ..... 251,990 360,555 285,215 323,005 
February.... 209,545 285,455. 266,430 822,115 
March....... 302.350 285,275 194,315 331,260 
pS | eee 200,415 129,925 192,845 234,300 
8 months. ..1,995,155 2,126,780 2,243,515 2,530,110 
, eee ake 160,080 303,700 233,010 
pS ee 237,710 248,080 182,130 
De asiadsivces “Stvcese 169,985 252,890 195,160 
pa eee 176,680 320,365 217,930 
ee ee 2,871,185 3,368,550 3,358,340 


Attached table shows the number of 
flour barrels sold by Minneapolis shops 
for sixteen calendar years, and the per 
cent of the Minneapolis flour output 


shipped in barrels in these years: 
Barrels Per 


Barrels Per 
sold cent s 
ree 2,836,520 20.8 1896... ....3,38 






US 29.360 20.0 1895.... 
1902. . 343,710 21.0 1894.... 
1 ae 450,605 22.0 1893.... 
TODS << c008 3,214,965 21.8 1892.... 
1899. ......3,812,590 23.2 1891.... 
1898... ....3,250,835 23.0 1890.... 
1897. ......3,158.035 26.3 1899 


x * 

Special reports from northwestern shops 
outside of Minneapolis as to the use of 
flour barrels are as follows: 

No. -—Barrels— No. 1904 
shops sold made shops sold 
8 5,840 745 6 





6,84 i 6,010 

10 6,880 9540 10 15,310 
9 3,420 6515 10 12,225 
9 6,230 8,990 5 3,070 
9 7,755 7,290 8 8.850 
11 8,265 7,730 8 14,180 
11 =11,600 11.265 10 12,805 
11 7.950 8,475 4 9,720 
ll 11,005 9,855 5 4.015 
9 8,455 9,625 8 8,610 
10 «10,020 14,425 7 8,725 
10 «369,950 11,140 9 10,670 
10,880 13,130 7 16,075 
108,44 9,515 6 10,180 


The following were the points reporting: 
Hastings, New Ulm, Mankato, Shakopee, St. 
Cloud, Cannon Falls and Winona, Minn., and 
La Crosse, Wis. 

The same shops unloaded the following stock 
during the week: 1 car elm staves, % car 
heading and % car Wisconsin elm staves. 

x 

Henry Wehrhahn, New York City, has 
received a patent on a metal barrel. He 
assigns it to the Iron Clad Mfg. Co. of 
Brooklyn. 

Now that the Memphis organization has 
been pulled off, the editor of the Coopers’ 
Journal will perhaps feel vindicated. The 
name of the new association seems rather 
formidabie. 

For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unleaded by five Minne- 
apolis shops as follows: elm staves, 4 cars; 
heading, 4; hickory hoops, 4; patent 
hoops, 2; total, 14. 

Milwaukee, Wis., correspondence: Lo- 
cal millers are paying 42c for flour barrels 
hooped with 4 patent and4 hickory hoops; 
with 8 hickories; with 6 hickory and 2 
patent; and with 4 wire and 4 patent; 43c 
for 8 patent hoop barrels; 46c for 10 patent 
hoop; and 36c for half barrels. There is 
a fair demand for cooperage and prices are 
a shade higher. 

The weekly government crop bulletin 
says: Less favorable reports are received 
regarding apples. Prospects for this crop 
are deteriorating in Missouri, the bloom is 
not as full as usual in New England, drop- 
ping is reported from Virginia, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and southern Illinois, and less 
promising conditions are indicated in 
Ohio. In other principal apple-growing 
states the crop continues promising. In 
Michigan and Kansas, apples are promis- 
ing. 


The May number of the National Coop- 
ers’ Journal, signaling the twenty-first 
anniversary of the existence of that pub- 
lication, is one in keeping with the bigh 
standard of quality worked to by John A. 
McCann, the publisher. This number has 
an attractive cover, the paper and cuts 
are excellent, the printing is good and the 
matter it contains is interesting. With 
this combination of features, the number 
is one that the cooperage trade can take 
pride in. 

Of cooperage in Chicago the American 
Lumberman says: Whatever interest there 
is in the apparently moribund industry, is 
confined to slack stock and there is very 
little doing in that. A large number of 
cars of staves lately received have been re- 
jected and are being sold at what they will 
bring, which is sometimes less than the 
freight. Coiled elm hoops are in fair in- 
quiry, but prices asked appear to be too 
high. There is no demand for No. 1 staves 
for any purpose. In tight cooperage, there 
is next to nothing doing. Tierce and pork 
barrel stock is lifeless and most of the 
apops catering to the stock yards trade are 
closed. 


Central Dakota Flouring Mill Co., Ar- 
lington, S.D: Crops are making good 
growth; weather very favorable. Wheat 
receipts good. 
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EXPORTS OF FLOUR—SUMMARY OF SITUATION BY NORTHWESTERN MILLER CORRESPONDENTS 


Kansas City 


May 30.—(Special Telegram. )—Flour 
trade dull at unchanged prices. Follow- 
ing are the quotations for all grades of 
hard winter wheat flour, carload or round 
lots f.o.b. Kansas City, in jute, per bbl of 
196 Ibs: 

















Patent ...... cere csccercceees soccer cccees $4.30@4.50 
Straight . ee adegeeucaveraes 4.15@4.35 
Ere err es 3.20@3.70 
RSW Esso 50:5 ons wn csiecen dees gsarisens 2.30@2.60 


Established differentials are observed in quot- 
ing flour in wood or cotton packages. 

Suotations to buyers in central states are 
based on $4.90@5.20 per bbl at Missouri river, for 
straight patent hard wheat flour, in cotton 

uarter sacks, arrival draft terms, subject to 5c 
iscount for sight draft. eed 

Local prices in Kansas are $5@5.10 for pat- 
ent, 30 days, 1 per cent off for cash north part 
of state. net cash in south part. 

In central states high patent is quoted 20@30c 
higher than the prices for straight patent 
given above. : ; 

Delivered at points in southwest Missouri 
mills quote soft wheat best patent at $5.20@ 
5.30 in quarter cottons: hard wheat 10c less. 

Texas mills quote $5.50 for patent in cottons, 
delivered in the state. 

Kansas mills quote New York and large east- 
ern markets on basis of $5.00@5.10 in jute de- 
livered. 

¥* *¥ 


May 27.—MILLFEED—Feed is selling in 
a small way at unchanged prices. Kansas 
mills continue to have a fair local demand 
and are not offering much here. Prices are 
little changed. Quotations for feed, etc., 
in carload or round lots, f.o.b. Kansas City, 
sacked, in cents per 100 Ibs, follow: bran, 
73@7314¢; shorts, 80@84c; mixed feed, 74@ 
741¢ce; corn chop, 92c. 

WHEAT—Receipts were larger but a 
good deal of it represented stores brought 
from elsewhere. Offerings of good wheat 
were not plentiful. Millers here and a few 
outside orders took the best of it at higher 
prices. Medium and low grades not in 
much demand. 

Today’s cash prices were: 

Hard wheat—No. 2, $1.01@1.05; No. 8, 92c@ 
1.03; No. 4, 84@98c. 

Soft wheat—No. 2, $1.01@1.05; No. 3, 92c@ 
1.04; No. 4, 84@98c. 

CORN—Receipts of corn were large. 
There was good local buying, but prices 
generally were about Ic lower. 

Today’s cash prices were: 

Mixed corn—No. 2, 46%@47%e; No. 38, 46%@ 
46%c; No. 4, 45@4éc. 

White corn—No. 2, 47@47!4c; No. 3, 47c. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS May 28 
May 20 —:1904 
ne 









Wheat, bus............ 230,000 215.000 =. 364,500 
a errr 403,000 183,000 422.100 
OBIS, WOR. ccc ccceccees. TOD 79,500 54,000 
Barley, bus............ 3,000 1,000 7,000 
er 3,000 1,000 3,200 
Bran, tons ..........+,- 30 60 15 
SHIPMENTS 
WIGNT, WIG 6 6:56 0c ccase 20,800 19,400 12,200 
Wheat, bus............ 207,000 122,000 209,70 
Corn, bus............-. 209,000 139,000 210,600 
We osc s cece csvnne 75,000 79,500 31,200 
TER IER cc sccsscces ce  SARMP Sancess inevaen 
NE ON, cas ccece hactans, o0nenee 2.400 
Millfeed, tons.......... 750 290 255 
St. Louis 

May 30.—(Special Telegram. )—Market 

slightly easier. Demand light. Weather 


warmer. More rain has fallen. Following 
are the ruling quotations for flour per 196 
lbs in wood: 
Red winter— 
First patent.. 
Second patent. . 
Extra fancy.... 


erie $4.95@5.10 
.. 4.75@4.90 
- 4.50@4.60 








ET tc cane ange Sa00 0400 cane sexes .. 3.60@4.00 
Medium and low grade (jute)......... 2.50@3.00 
Rye flour (in wood).............+. 4.50@. 
Ca" ei SS Se ena 
Grits, hominy and pearl meal......... 2.00@.... 


Hard winter wheat grades, f.o.b. St. 
Louis, are quotable per barrel as follows: 
Patent (Jute)... 2... cece cece cece secs - ++ 84.75@4.90 
Straight (Jute). ....ccccscccccccccescnce 4.50@4.60 
Clear (JUTE) 2.00 ccc sce ccs cess cece cece 3.50@4.00 
Low grades to second clears (jute).... 2.25@3.25 
Spring patent (bulk) ........-..--. ++. 5.40@5.55 

a ¥* 


May 27.—MILLFEED—The ‘feed market 
was firm, there being a good demand from 
the south and east. Prices remained prac- 
tically the same, and showed a tendency to 
go higher. Offerings were not heavy. The 
following are the quotations per 100 Ibs to- 
day: St. Louis soft wheat bran, 76@77c 
in large and 78@79c in 100-lb sacks; bulk 
bran at country points, 70c; middlings, 
80@90c; mixed feed, 80c for both soft and 
hard. 

WHEAT—The cash wheat market was 
very strong owing to the scarcity of track 
wheat. The demand for wheat was not 
good except for the choice grades, and it 





was rather difficult to dispose of the lower 
grades. 


WHEAT PRICES 





0@1.12 

1.09 

-05@1.07 

-95@1.03 
s 

ix 31 @3l% 

INO: SUMEOR ES soos decker isowsscece 50 30%@.... 
Pe A rae mee 2 61 33%@ 
BVO WHERUG 07 oo sinc cvcncs'es buses 322 @ 


Wheat received at St. Louis for the week 
ending Saturday, in carloads, inspected as 
follows: May 28 
May 27 May 20 1906 








wt 
WRG Bola cbscs:Ssicesh vice caress 69 
TR SOMES sis be5.0e 0 65:59 bese vaxe-e 34 24 12 
PROM ONNG cracisa crs oases wove 27 10 10 
No. 4 hard winter ............. 3 6 30 
No. 3 hard wititer .........050 40 17 53 
No. 4 hard winter ............. 8 6 26 
Spring and other grades...... 17 7 16 
WORE ooscg occanecees Sie vees 198 79 176 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS May 28 
May 27 May 20 1904 
WOGH. DOs oi co. ciseees 39.340 39,145 29,55) 
Wiens, DUS... cece 175,509 125,627 124,477 
Corn, bus.............. 278,200 143,845 510,395 
CORTE, DS 655s wesc sin eces 340,840 338.850 326.700 
Rye, bus..... a x * 3,000 5,400 
Barley, bus........ - 2 1,250 67,000 
SH 
Piour, DIS... 6. .scccses 50,410 46 910 49.660 
WORE. WHA... ..0656600% 279.950 258,490 506,715 
a eer 37,940 127,455 251,295 
Oats, bus............... 318,600 265,125 286,625 
Bs SHED o Siivcccctensces Se. Seiten 3,290 
ST. LOUIS STOCKS Same week 
May 27 1904 
WRG 355 sce os ass onen ravages 1,913,855 409,839 
Ca ciynastnisscovnee are oos eres 24,788 63,608 
Is ons views dens siaceces@aeas nace. ieee 53,565 
| Re Poy rere re 4,589 241 
ao ie aa cchica cess eee nee 22,777 6,634 
Principal grades— 
No. 2 red wheat ...............1,366,268 150,360 
No. 2 hard wheat.............. 13,357 110,910 
NO. PMITS COPD 2.60 000 ccovee 18,939 32,748 
INO, 2 WRITE OCOPD......<.5065 0000000 3,648 4,743 
No. 2 yellow Corn ...........06 TOO | fbn 
No. 2 Mixed Oats... ..... sesecee 285,237 16,797 
WG, Bic ons 09 s'est wese ace Biiee. © weawews 





Chicago 


May 30. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
trade dull. Prices are firm at the recent 
advance. Demand is limited on account 
of the strike. Sellers are compelled to 
make their own deliveries. Flour quota- 
tions are as follows: 

SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 
Leading Minneapolis brands, % sacks 
or wood, per 196 lbs, Chicago terms, 
to jobbers, less 15c being allowed for 


NN novus catng wees aee.ccue 
Minnesota hard wheat patent, % sacks 

or wood, per 196 Ibs...............0.: 5.80@5.95 
Minnesota hard wheat straight, 140 

DPM: TOA oso 55 00 cinere g'as'0's vias e's Ra aciecies. GURDaD 
Minnesota clear, 140 lbs, jute.......... 3.80@3.90 
Second clear, 140 lbs, jute.............. 2.80@2.90 
Low grade, 140 lbs, jute................ 2.45@2.55 
Bet Gow. C46 166. TRGB. <<< <ac cack scenes 2.10@2.20 
City mills patent, 196 lbs, bulk ........ 5.40@5.50 

WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 

Patent, southern, 196 lbs, jute......... 4.40@5.75 
Straight, southern, 196 lbs, jute....... 4.20@4.50 
Clear, southern, 196 lbs, jute .......... 3.60@4.00 


Patent. Wisconsin, 196 Ibs, jute ....... 4.20@4.50 
Straight, Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute . 4.10@4.20 





Clear. Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute....... Re 3.90@4.00 
WN Ie idan ho .d.cckes naevatukransccinns 3.65@4.00 


¥* & 

May 27. — CORN GOODS — Demand 
light; prices steady. Grits quoted $1.16@ 
1.18; meal, $1.16; flour, $1.18 per 100 lbs. 
Hominy feed firm at $17.25 per ton, in 
bulk, Chicago. 

RYE FLOUR—Prices were steady; de- 
mand light. Values quoted $3.50@3.65 for 
medium and $3.65@4 for white. 

MILLFEED—Prices steady. Bran has 
been active at $16.75 in 200-lb sacks and 
$15.50 in bulk. Shorts, $16.75; red-dog, 
$21.50. 

MILLING WHEAT — Prices higher. 
Fresh arrivals f.o.b. were: No. 2 red win- 
ter, $1.0314@1.0814; No. 3 red winter, $1@ 
1.08; No. 2 hard, 98'4c@$1.01%; No. 38 
hard, 95@98c;: No. 1 northern spring, 
$1.1084@1.13; No. 2 northern, $1.08@1.10; 
No. 3 spring at $1@1.08; and No. 4 spring, 
60c@$1. 





WEEK'S RECEIPTS May 28 
May 27 May 20 1904 
inne: BOM o.eccacn 112,894 103,161 194,585 
Wheat, bus...... ... 83,024 47,000 139,513 
Corn, bus ............1,810,100 348,500 1,610,400 
Oats, bus............ 1,225,850 814,900 1,138.650 
Rye, bus... cosce OhOe 82,000 43,000 
Barley, bus....... 234,184 386,350 226,900 
SHIPMENTS 

Flour, bbls........... 76,585 78,397 204,105 
Wheat, bus.......... 188,050 515,207 205,880 
Corn, bus............ 661,149 1,420.429 1,813,038 
Oats, bus.............1,623,797 1,082,389 900,053 
Bye, DUS...:.....0.- “17868 8,500 24,902 
Barley, bus ......... 32,423 65,976 45,470 


Buffalo 


May 30. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
quotations per 169 lbs in wood are as fol- 


lows: 


Best patent, spring ...............eee0s 

STPAIBNG, BOEING «060 000s cians cesvioocees 

CORP, BUTI, «.6.x505,5005 06 <a 

Patent, winter . 

Straight, winter 

Clear, winter 
y' 










¥% * 
May 27.— MILLFEED—Quotations per 


ton today are: Bulk Sacks 
PIAS PERS 5 oe os 5 oes cece ose ae $16.75 
Standard middlings................ oid 17.25 
PEE EE Beis ccccccvenscoce evesa 18.00 
WE PO RINE oioocc cs tscceccveess. eeeus 19.50 
Winter bran, fancy ..........scceses 18.50 
SS SS. ee eee 20 50 
ce SS eee rrr ere 22.65 
Red-dog flour, 140-lb sacks 21.75 
Cornmeal, coarse ................2+ 21.75 
CURL, COP MOUS 6e'ss cilsivisescosve sen eegees .00 
Rolled oats, barrel, wood.......... ..... 3.40 


WHEAT~—Millers in this section took a 


£5) 





liberal amount of wheat this week, none 
caring to run chances on the possible in- 
crease in receipts and all firm believers in 
a shortage before the wind-up of the pres- 
ent crop. There is enough wheat here to 
supply the immediate demand and a little 


more, and the feeling today was 
than in some weeks. 


weaker 


No winter wheat in 


market except Pacific coast and much red 


of that variety was sold this week. State 


wheat sold down in the country at $1.05 
on track. Quoted: ; 

No. 1 northern, store, car lots............... $1.10 
No.2 northern, car lots ....... 6 cccc cee ccece .05 
pC oo eS Se ee ean 1.07 
Pacific coast white, store .;...............-. 1.02 
PRGUEC COREE POE cn ow sopcsceses tases obras ances 1.02 
WIGOOPORE, 20 BUOTO . <i.0s siren cca censlecudecwecs 92 


CORN—Buyers took all the offerings of 


yellow corn on track 


at 14gc higher than 


last week, but there was little of it. As 
for store corn, the market kept cleared up 


on anything desirable. 


It looks like a 


good healthy corn market at slightly low- 


er_ prices. 
will be wanted here. Quoted: 


No. 2 yellow, through billed.... 
No. 3 yellow, through billed.... 


Fresh shelled corn on track 





No. 4 yellow, through billed................ 

No. 2 corn, through billed .................. 

No. 3 corn, through billed .................. 

No. 4 corn, through billed .................. 55% 

No. 3 white, through billed............. ... 57% 

No. 4 white, through billed................. 5644 

No. 2 yellow, in store, varloads ............ 5634 

No. 3 yellow, kiln-dried, carloads .......... 57 
OATS — Market weak; liberal receipts 


and light demand, No. 2 white, 3544c: No. 
3 white, 3434c; No. 4 white, 34c; No. 2 
mixed, 33!¢c; No. 3 mixed, through billed, 


34c; No. 
white, 34c carloads. 
BARLEY — Strong. 
Western in store, 47@538c. 
Michigan, 45@48c. 


2 white in store, 344c; No. 3 


Light demand. 
Track Ohio and 


RYE—Strong but no trading of conse- 


quence. The bulk of the rye here isin 
firm hands. No. 1, 88c; No. 2, 81¢ asked, 
store. 





Detroit 


May 30.—(Special Telegram. )—Prices of 
flour in wood car lots f.o.b. are as follows 
per 196 lbs, with the differentials on other 


packages, as agreed upon by the Millers’ 
National Federation: 

Michigan patent, best .................85.25@5.30 
Michigan patent, ordinary ............ 5.05@5.10 
WIGBICRM GEPAIGDE ..... 0000 ccccccccdccc 4.95@5.00 
WERE URI soo i.s a xis'nn neo bth ve.cs oe 4.85@4.90 
Michigan low grade..................4+ 3.35@3.40 
7 heed patent (Detroit made)......... 6.00@6.10 

innesota patent g 


MINNGSOER CIARA... 0.5 cccccccccscccses 
Pare rye, 196 lbs 
Dark rye, 196 lbs 
XXX rye, 196 lbs 








‘May 27.—MILLFEED—There is only a 
moderate demand for feed and prices are 


unchanged. 
per ton (2,000 lbs), in car lots: 
Bran 
Coarse middlings 
IR Rs os cecoss cnadecoeae 
Mined 1606 oie vscccs. ‘ 
Cracked corn 


CEREAL 


They are as follows in bulk, 








PRODUCTS — Millers com- 


plain of a very quiet market in all lines. 
There is nothing doing in corn goods, and 


rolled oats are dull. 


Prices in wood, car 


lots, with the usual differentials on other 


packages, are as follows: 


Boled Onte, 180 The: ...:..cccscscccccses $3.50@.... 


Rolled wheat, 100 lbs............ 
Yellow granulated meal, 200 lbs 
Yellow cream meal, 200lbs....... 
White granulated meal, 200 lbs 
White cream meal, 200 lbs 
White corn flour, 200 lbs, 





65@6.15 
5.45@5.60 





WHEAT—There is a growing tendency 
here to discredit the crop damage reports 
that have been so numerous of late, but 
dealers are afraid to take chances on the 
short side. Cash wheat has been in very 
good demand and offerings small. Mijj- 
ers are active buyers, but are getting lit. 
tle state wheat. There were arrivals here 
cone the week from St. Louis and Dy- 

uth. 


Pravi . 
GRAIN PRICES Previous 





Opening Range Cl — 
O8e clos 
2 red wheat .... 1.054105 @108 10. 1% 
MN elentceciess 1.0514 1.05 @1.08 1.06 1.05 
GE okisnkesssxs 89% .89%@ .92% .91 80% 
September ..... .85% .8544@ .86% .86 854 
1 white wheat .. 1.0544 1.05 @1.08 1 1.05 
53% .534@ .54% 53M 
55% .54%@ .56 55% 
34 334@ .34 34 











WEEK’S RECEIPTS lay 

May 27 May 20 1904 

AGRE DU. «oes 6s eesaes 4.200 3,600 4.850 

WRB IS ss vi vcursee 45,223 31,282 34.443 

CORN; OU v6 oxcessccwecee 50,960 48,200 65.949 

CPBRE BON. G vc cao deena tess 75,200 51,800) 76,141 

BEG UE cabiccsetocrdsene : 11,109 2,251 

SHIPMENTS 

WEE, DONRs ose vectors R 1,800 1,600 

Bo Re 12,323 21.092 17,314 

fe, Sa ee 1835 87,860 2,243 

CI asin kevtcnsese 283 it eee 

EVO OE iv vswca esas cree 1,555 3,545 i... 
DETROIT STOCKS 

WReRt,. WOR 5 cessvcccec 184,927 163,041 35,924 

COPE, OE secede scuveses 16,195 52,403 $13 

Oats, bus.. 604 604 0,567 

PEG OUE Sei vncec ters oars 5,541 3,500 541 





Duluth 


May 29.—Quotations to jobbers f° car 































or round lots of flour, net per!’ lbs 
f.o.b. mills, are: Monday ss Y. »rago 
First patent, wood........ $5.65@5.90 = H4.-5@5.10 
Second patent, wood ..... 5.55@5.80 = 4. ,@4.0 
Straight, wood............ 5.45@5.70 4. @4.80 
Fancy clear, jute......... 4.05@4.60 = 3....@3.70 
Export clear, jute........ 3.90@4.30 3.200345 
Low grade, jute .......... 2.85@3.05 2... 5@2.60 
FLOUR OUTPUT 
1905 bbls 1904 bbls 1903 + D1s 
May 27... 4,000 May 28...24,700 May 30... 12,020 
May 20...26,500 May21...14,270 May 23...21,490 
May 13 6,000 Mayl4... 8.700 May 16. ..31.070 
May 6 BY ( ay 7... 7,000 May 9...27,8% 
EXPORTS 
| da May 28... 2,000 May 30... 4,860 
WOT 0s ss ckcee DUT Dlece-siex's May 23... 6,000 
May 13... 2,000 Mayl4........ May 16... 16,000 
May 6... ..... May 7... ...:. May 9. ..32,500 
The attached table shows the Di luth- 
Superior flour output and foreign ship- 
ments for four crop years: 
DULUTH FLOUR OUTPUT 
1904-5 1903-4 1902-3 1901-2 
August.... 41,435 53,070 214,605 73.355 
September 47,630 82,970 180,830 116,170 
October ... 98,275 191,770 217,490 173,900 
November. 69,095 149,030 238,200 (4,645 
December. 86,725 70,590 105,510 83,640 
January... 41. 64,200 86,070 (0,200 
69,200 51,475 16.049 
71,480 86,615 98,230 
70,565 108,230 110,510 
9 months 508,065 822.835 1,289,025 
nan aoaa iia seen 54,670 119,770 
June 79,910 100,190 
SUN son sics'ec oon es 82,775 75,915 
WR ia! sae 1,040,190 1,584,900 1.464,695 
FLOUR EXPORTS 
August.... 5,000 11,840 102,655 29,750 
September 3,000 30,425 64,210 38,940 
OBTONOP 03 oecrees 68,820 86,320 63,990 
November. .. 63,750 I 0 
December. 12,500 
SBDUBLG 0.0. cccccce 2.465 
February.. ....... 3,500 7, 
) OS ee 12,400 13,275 
Mg cas eescepre 8,5 35,640 f 
9 months 8,000 214,200 500,050 0,580 
ree ei A 2,000 62.860 87040 
WR sak ved Sasecos 13,000 35,800 6,539 
Ns tanga aaaaeae 14,865 29,200 5,055 
/ — ———_ —_ ->— 
fae 244.065 627,910 159,215 
MILLFEED—FEasier, under a lig)! de- 
mand, with prices somewhat low: Of- 
ferings small and movement only no: \inal. 
Millers ask the following prices per ‘00 12 
200-lb sacks car lots: ; 
Yi ar age 
$18 18.50 
18 19.00 
19 19,50 
1s 19.00 


Where 100-Ib sacks are ordered 50c pe» ton is 
added. 


Closing prices of coarse grain tod 
as follows: 

Oats—To arrive, 314c; track, 3ll4c. 

Rye—To arrive, 78c;° track, 78c. 

Barley—Feed, 39%@4lc. ; 

WHEAT—Fairly active the latter | \'t o! 
the week, and was quite lively on M: day, 


after the change in grades. That ¢ May 
wheat especially took a turn that _ 
norts 


like the application of the screws 0! 
in present No. 1 northern contract. ‘' a 
vanced nearly 4c in less than an how ant 








dency 
eports 
e, but 
on the 
n ver 
Mill. 
1g lit- 
s here 
1 Du- 


evious 

week's 

> Close 
1.05 
1.05 


89% 








1901-2 
73.355 
16, 170 





10,510 


06,745 





64,695 


29.750 


38,940 
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the top at the close. Aside from that 
held teck’s advance has been from three to 
four cents on old crop and about a cent for 
September. New sales of September are 
for No. 2 northern, and the price is 3% 
under old. Shipments have continued 
large, but receipts are nothing and ship- 
pers Say there is little being done in wheat 
from here for the east, though it is certain 
that the wheat shipped is going some 
where, and for some purpose losing 
prices have been as follows: 


0. 1 
On tr’ M ‘To ar’ ve May July Sept 
8444 








Monds os ombhviels 4 ram 108 108 107% 

Tnesday .....-eceee 108% 108% 108% 109 84% 

Wedne caay ery 109% 109% 1094 110% 8 
Thursday 111% 111% 111% 112% 8% 
Friday ..... 113% 118% 113% 113% 86% 
Saturday . 111% 111% 111% 111% 85% 
Monday .....---s0-e0- = art: 115% 110 8456 
May 1. Le SBR 9444 92% 81% 
WEEK'S RECEIPTS May 28 

ay 27 May 20 1904 
Wheat... ids -eeatees 14,3) 14,584 45,450 
Onis ... [0> xideharsoess 16.936 = 19,272 12,303 
Barl::V. 05 ovce cccevees ia 9,712 3,501 
"(Te Oo jabeeet.” Stews ew 
oe. ch ee 7431 12,135 118,76i 

SHIPMENTS 

Wheat ssc. ssenkneeeeee 491,821 313,586 279,338 
Gor ..< stacy euwnaeeees 1,1 isda 000 
Date .....vepty ones event 764,545 668,700 495,544 
BBTlOY cocsnomandemvens 89, 51,112 ....... 
VO... ..agcnnkcamae anes 10,714 EMME ve otvce 
Plax 00 oe sicesseenncs 124,000 98.007 ....... 


WHEAT STOCKS 


\\ eat in Duluth-Superior elevators is 
rep. ‘ed as follows on the dates given, in 
: May 28 

May 27 _— 2? ay! 13-1904 





Pha? :. sees 4,067 4, CN reese 
In ern 146,022 405,795 442/313 238,345 
2n ern 16,663 18,776 = 25,391 = 562,268 
NO. .:.... ecesee 50,349 94,627 93,629 63,170 
INO. < .. gases 15,849 15,848 15,848 ....... 
Reje::ed ..... 2,522 2,522 2,521 7,055 
Ni MG. «64's 5,731 5,732 5,732 51,017 
We gee 18,459 & baa po ee 
Dur: :1) ...000 65.712 83,474 342,412 
Spe il bin...1,627,024 1 809) Md 2,056,614 2 re ae 
Aflos + .sivacopneescmeslerper kone teen ores 223 

T. ls ......1,952,398 2,441,011 2,748,048 4,079,778 


Fk \XSEED—Has held its own and ad- 
vai. d 3@4c on the week, the price now be- 
ing -om 40c above a year ago for cash to 
20c sbove for new crop futures. Oil and 
cak. bad been advanced and there was a 
nar ow margin between seed and product. 
bu! ‘his was wiped out the following day 
by » corresponding advance in seed and in- 
de; ndent manufacturers are still badly 
oui of it. There are now in store at the 
Head of the Lakes 6,536,727 bus of seed, 
against 6,680,303 the week before, and 8,- 
272.717 this time last year. This week the 
decrease was 116,576 bus in stocks, while 
last. year there was an increase of 118,754. 
Closing prices have been as follows: 


Cash May July Sept Oct 
Monday .... .$1.43% a. pos a. 4% $1. ios $1. = 
Tuesday ..... 1.43% 1.43% 1.27 1.26 


We no le 1.44 i 44 U4 “a? 1.27 1.26 





Thursday . 1.46% 1.46% 1.46% ‘37% 1.26% 
Friday....... ’ 1.46% 1.46% 1.46 1.28% 1.27% 
Saturday .... 1.47 1.47 1.47 1. rh 1.28 
Monday ..... 1.46% 1.46% 1.46% 1.3( 1.28% 
May 31.1904.. 1.07 1.07 1.0834 100% 1.0934 
Milwaukee 


May 30. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
weaker and declined to the closing figures 
of last week after rising to $6.45 for hard 
spring patents in wood, $6.35 being the fig- 
ure generally quoted today, while some 
were asking $6.05. Shipping directions 
came in more freely but little new busi- 
ness was booked. Millfeed weak at $14.75 
for bran, $15 for standard middlings and 
$18.50 for flour middlings in 200-lb sacks 
and $20 for red-dog in 140-lb sacks. Five 
mills are running and one is down. Flour 
quotations today per 196 lbs in wood are 
as follows: 

Haid spring patent, wood............. 

Hard spring straight, wood 

Export patent, sacks .. 
Export straight, sacks. 
First ClOAy, QRENW sive cs cicvoascerccees’ 
Second clear, sacks.. 





Low grade, city, 190 Ibs, i 2.75 
Ry Rour, city, fancy, standard, 196 © 
1S, WOME ac cu's aaleasic fos votintese'% us ke'e 4.10@4.20 
Ry ager: country, 98-lb sacks ........ 3.80@3.90 
ese prices are quoted f. o. b. Milwaukee. 
& ¥* 


ay 27—MILLFEED—Declined 50@75c 
pe ton with only a moderate degree of ac- 
ti, ty and buyers and sellers apart in their 
vi ws. Bran in 200-lb sacks ranged early 
ii he week at $15.25@15.50, but later de- 
¢! ved to $14.50@14.75 and the closing fig- 
u's approximated the inside. Standard 
fi middlings in similar packages ranged 
a -14.75@15.50 and flour middlings in 2C0- 
I) sacks sold at $17.25@18.50. Red-dog was 
v: ‘iously qnoted at $20@20.50 in 140-Ib 
‘ssand rye feed at $16.50@16.75. The 
ern demand was disappointingly small, 
shipping directions came in with a 
degree of freedom and offerings by lo- 
mills were moderate. 
HEAT SAMPLES—Show another gain 
©’ cin sympathy witk May, and a better 
“ cand was experienced for the choice 
i \vy northern and No. 8 spring from 
. lers. Receipts were light and the ta- 
I 


a nee FV. 


kept well cleared. No. 1 northern 
* ged nominally at $1.12@1.17, No. 2 at 
'4(@1.12, No. 3 spring at 85c@$1.06, No. 











4 at Tic, not graded at 90@92c, No. 2 win- 
ter at $1.09 and No. 3 at $1.03. The dail 
range of prices in Milwaukee was as fol- 


lows: 
No.1 N No.2N  3spring 
Monday . 1.12@1.14.  1.07@1.08 85@1.03 
Tuesday 1.15@1.16 1.05@1.10 90@1. 
Welnecday ware 1.15@1.16 1 07@1.10 90@1.05 
Thursday........ 1.16@1.17 = 1.08@1.12 90@1.06 
io ee 1.13@1.15  —1.05@ 1.10 85@1.04 
Saturday ........ 1.13@1.14 1.01@1.09 85@1.03 
BARLEY~—Steady, but business checked 


by small offerings. ‘The demand was 
chiefly for choice and low malting, with 
medium qualities only moderately active. 
Choice Wisconsin and Minnesota sold the 
most readily and plumpness of berry was 
the chief consideration. No. 2 nominal at 
51c, standard sold at 50c, extra No. 3 at 46 
@491¢c, No. 3 at 4214(@46c and screenings 
at 33@38c. 

RYE— Advanced Ic more under a_ brisk 
milling demand. Receipts were only mod- 
erate and all placed from day to day. No. 
1 sold at 82@83c, No. 2 at 79@82c and No. 3 
at 75@78c, with sales ‘of not graded in big 
lots at 80@83c delivered. 

CORN SAMPLES—Du!ll in spite of the 
sharp advance in May, and demand re- 
stricted by the withdrawal of shippers 
from the market. Prices about the same 
as the week before, No. 3selling at 52@54c, 
No. 3 yellow at 52144@54\c, No. 4 at 50@82e 
and no grade at 30@50c, according to 
quality. Receipts were smaller. 

OATS— Firm and choice, heavy well- 
cleaned in brisk demand at a slight ad- 
vance, while seedy and lightweight were 
quiet and did not show much gain, closing 
rather easy. Receipts larger, but nearly 
all placed. No. 2 white ranged at 333(@ 
34c, standard sold at 3314(@34c, No. 8 white 
at 32@33(c and No. 8 at 2914(@32c. 

FLA XSEED— Gained 2@8c owing to 
light receipts, No. 1 northwestern ranging 
at $1.42@1.46, seller May at $1.26@1.28 and 
rejected at $1.35@1.41. Business here was 


light owing to the scarcity of offerings. 
Bag lots were discounted 7@10c under No. 
1 northwestern. 





WEEK’S RECEIPTS May 28 

May 27 May 20 1904 
36,24 34,300 8 950 , 
121,680 125,240 128,000 
3,400 2,900 3,500 
46,520 44.200 52,000 
144,500 136.800 160,000 
8,400 7,200 9,000 
1,050 8¢ 720 

SHIPMENTS 

Biodr: WIS. co... .:s00 48,900 58,299 54,600 
OR, are 34,200 29,482 38.900 
CT Nain pieisieces ot 52,000 57,733 58,460 
DO ee 55,680 51,850 45,280 
ON re 102,920 100,150 110,000 
OS eee - 14. 500 16,200 18,500 
i) i eS 4,904 2,860 2,323 


FLOUR OUTPUT BY YEARS 
_The flour output of Milwaukee mills for 
a series of years is shown below: 





Bbls Bbls 
i oe (8 | an 1,843,450 
NOOR... cs cocci) MRP, ABT = onic aen’e 1,740,710 
| re 1,892,625 1896...... ..... 1,615,120 
Ne bane cca gis 1 S45 -98OS,... 2... cee Aste 
(| ee "See 1,814,925 
1800............ 1,781,370 1808.......... . 2,087,235 
Baltimore 


- May 30. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
dull and_ featureless. Quotations un- 
changed. Prices at the close are nominal- 
ly as follows per 196 Jbs in wood: 


NN EE TEE CETTE TLE 
UNIO PRDON OF ORUPB ao coo 5.0 0ciss ccccccee 
NED oc ccccaswccnceeccuec seanar 
I 5G bacced css 6ne0¥00es : 
Ne cera pcacewecees'e ennes oe 
IL cc viens eset eves cess neue 
io eo ere 
Winter patent, spec ial stencils........ E 
REI MIRON sg oo cv indices eins cnae cane 3. 
cine gavin chad ceaeaneie 
(ORNS TOIT BUPBIORD oo ccsisccseccecccessce 
City mills’ second patent .............. 
CO I RING 6 onc co's p.oa'e's cee onesies 
OPE WINGGE CIOAT oicccce cscs csvcessacs f 
Hard winter straight .................. 
Hard winter patent.............. Sl 
Spring clear..... 
Spring straight . 
Spring patent. pee 
Spring patents, ‘special brands........ 
% cs 

May 27. — WHEAT — Small stocks and 
small] onan continue to make a narrow 
trade. Receipts for the week, 14,069 bus; 
exports, none; stock, 109,094. Closing 
prices with comparisons: 






Today Year 
No. 2 red, spot......$1.05%@1. 08 $1. o1yal Sx 
No. 2 western, spot.. 1.0644@1.06% 1.02 @1.02%4 


No. 3 red, gpo6...... 1.014%@1.02 -964@ .96% 
Steamer No. 2, spot ‘97%4@ 97% 86.90 @ 9034 
Southern, bysample .90 @1.05 90 @1.01% 
Southern, on grade .95%@1.05% .90 @1.01% 
awkhake se6ee% 1.05 4@). 06 1.014@1.01% 
SE wab6e oc ue ses oe *. beeen @ 88% ...... @ .88 
II Kaas cae ee se 205080 @.86% ...... coc. 


CORN—Dull and a narrow trade. Re- 
ceipts for the week, 151,152 bus; exports, 


228,181; stock, 235, 442. Closing prices 
with comparisons: 

Mixed— ‘oday Year ago 
Spot... oe rE 77, %@52 
No 2 white . cases es DDZ@55% 5294, @53 
Steamer, mixed. .......... 504@50% 4934@49% 
Southern white............ 52 @56 5r @5s8 
Southern yellow. . ceoee OSD O58 51 @58% 

| peat i iat ae ee Le a 51%@52 
July. Laascecceseccccccce D454@545— 52% @56 
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MILLFEED— Dull and in small de- 
mand. Quotations are as follows: light- 
weight winter bran, bulk, per ton, $18.50 
@19; medium, $17. 50@18: heavy, $17: 
brown middlings, sacked, per ton, $17.75 
(@18.25; spring bran, in 200-lb sacks, per 
ton, $17@17.50; in 100-lb sacks, per ton, 
$17.50@18; city mills middlings, in 100-lb 
sacks, per ton, $18.50. 





Boston 


May 30. — (Special Telegram.) — Market 
for spring wheat patents dull and ten 
cents lower. Winter wheat flours quiet but 
steady, with not much offering for 
prompt shipment. Kansas patents un- 
changed. Millfeed shows a little firmer 
tone but there is nothing doing. Follow- 
ing are the ruling quotations for flour per 

196 lbs: 

Patent— 

Minnesota, special stencils 
Minnesota and Dakota 





UES 5.0 < oc ca eaun i vea vai en «sve ves 
EIN soe coegi vicki weep. Vict eso SOS SER 
IIE go foils Bu 0:n:sh os o's.ais ie cio ea din tens 
MIR chs ey ek cs od bd kee rea eens 
ae Sada Pe, oe Ne Fe 
Straight 

Ra uw diias:s'o:e eine was 4.95@5.15 
Wiskissin F cantasae Sb ose8 causnsesbabk Fee's 4.95@5.15 
Indiana.... bacidem ae 4.95@5.15 
New York. 4.95@5.15 

‘lear— 

MRR aoc seule cae Secs eine ... 4.75@5.09 
NORMED oe er aoa assisiv ew eke 4.75@5.00 
RMI i 500 = ooh Grose s.cie eaaip Sean. s BESS 4.75@5.00 
New York 4.75@5.00 





May 27.—MILLFEED — Demand quiet, 
with the market weaker at the close. 
Offerings moderate, but there is less in- 
clination to purchase. Cottonseed meal in 
light supply, but demand is quiet. Noth- 
ing doing in linseed meal] or gluten feed. 
Hominy feed is in moderate demand, with 
the market a shade firmer. Quotations 
are as follows: 

Middlings, 200-lb sacks, per ton ..... $18.00@22.50 
Bran, winter, sacks, per ton........ 18.75@19.00 
Bran, spring, 200-lb sacks ........... 18.00@18.50 
NS RS Se @22.50 

Mixed feed, 200-lb sacks . 9.25@22.00 
Cottonseed meal, new, sacked.. i 

Hominy feed, A 7 Re a a @a1t0 


CEREAL PRODUCTS — Oatmeal is in 
good supply, receipts the past week being 
heavy. The demand is active, however, 
and prices are a shade firmer. Rolled oat- 
meal is quoted at $4@4.25 per bbl, and cut 
and ground oatmeal sat $4.50@5 per bbl. 
Rye flour and graham flour quiet but 
steady. Granulated and bolted cornmeal 
in good demand at $33.25 per bbl. 

Receipts of flour, grain,. millfeed and 








meal during the week were: 3905 1904 
Aer ee 18.248 
EE iss sieve baeneneecann 9.928 
eee eer 18,57 77,894 
Corn, bus. OS CECT 27,756 
Oats, bus. . BO aN nebetaly elite 92,548 100,534 
Millfeed, COS ei a toa 212 255 
Cornmeal, bbls...............-.-- 100 315 
Oatmeal, bbls . eee eves, Oe 1,088 


Exports of Re: wheat and corn from 
Boston during the week ended May 27 


















were: -——Flour-——, Wheat Corn 
Destination bbls sacks bus bus 
Liverpool ...... car ene 7.976 97,282 
London ........ cet ore: 64,000 
Hamburg ...... POS ema ee RN 
Antwerp....... Dae UF aaicch) ll twee tae 
Provinces...... 7: en ee 7 
Totals ........- 250 976 199. - 





Since Jan. 1. 11,3) 302 
Same time 1904 29) 430 


Philadelphia 


May 30. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
dull with buyers and sellers apart on 














prices, but with no quotable change. 
Prices are as follows, per 196 lbs in wood 
except where otherwise specified : : 
I ng os c:ksne 0 s'vies pene v00% $4. 15@4.3% 
ON ESS SEPP LOOT 4.3 { 
Kansas straight*...... eee 
Kane UBtOnt"........00.c0.csceseecces 5.25@ 
Pennsylvania clear, new .............. 4.50@ 
Pennsylvania straight, new....... 





Western clear, new....... 
Western straight new ... 
Western patent, new ........... 
Spring clear . Aas 
Spring straight .. 
Spring patent.. 
Spring patent, favorite brands . 
City mills’ choice and fancy patent.. 

City mills’ regular qaatee- 
Winter clear, new. aaa slaisigraalne 
Winter straight, ene on 
Winter patent, new. Rad kale 
*Per 196 Ibs in sacks. _ 


¥ 


May 27,—Receipts of flour during the 
week, 7, 385 bbls and 3,995,230 Ibs in sacks. 
Exports, 3,774 sacks to London and 1,300 
tons to Rotterdam. 

RYE FLOUR — Offerings light and 
prices firm ip sympathy with the rise in 
grain, but trade quiet. Quotations, $4.25 
per 196 lbs in wood for choice Pennsylvania 
and $4.35@4.60 for choice and fancy west- 
ern patent. 

MILLFEED—Oflerings on the spot mod 
erate and prices steady, but trade quiet. 





6. oes. & f 
. 4.50@4.75 
4.85@5.10 
5.16@5.60 
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Offerings to arrive more liberal and prices 


easier under a light demand. Quotations: 
Winter bran, bulk,per ton- 
OO SE ae $18.50@ 19.00 
To arrive, prompt shipment....... 17.50@18.00 
Spring bran in 200-Ib sacks, wre ton 
On spot ccattnas 5% — 
To arr ive, 7S | Gane Rigas Neate 17.50G. .. 
To arrive, lake-and-rail, April . 17.25@..... 


Spring bran in 100-Ib sacks, 50¢ additional. 
city mills products, per ton— 


Bran in 100-lb sacks................ 19.50@20.00 

Middlings in 100-1b sacks. ... 21.50@22.00 

_OATMEAL — Firm and - higher under 
light offerings, but trade quiet. Quota- 
tions: 
Ground oatmeal, wood ................ $....@4.45 
NE MO TIO o-dn's a sigs Sin diss vvasdlceds 4.45@4.70 
Rolled, steam and kiln-dried, wood ... 3.75@4.30 
Pearl barley, i cl Re Sere : 1.65@... 


_ CORN PRODUCTS—Dull and without 
important change. Quotations: 
Granulated yellow meal...............$2.75@3.10 
Granulated white meal................ 2.80@3.30 
pCR re 2:60@3.00 
White table meal . Sis cw. wsstieeg en See 
White corn flour........... +... ++. 2... 3.10@3.50 


OMNI COE COUP oo inci occccs cvnssowses € 3.00@3.40 
WPT PMITIIIO Soko 5.5 ss aiene ev chnsaceacees 3.00@3.30 


WHEAT-— The market was strengthened 
by light offerings and bullish speculation 
in the west due to unfavorable crop reports 
and prices advanced 4c per bu. In this 
market, however, there was little disposi- 
tion to trade. Receipts, 10,750 bus; ex- 
ports, nothing; stock, 3,918 bus. Prices 
compare as follows: 

WINTER WHEAT 
Close Saturday Week ago 
$1.02@1.03 $ .98@ .99 


CAR LOTS 
INO: 2 EOD: POO socv.dses cess 1.03@1.04 .99@1.00 
No. 2 Delaware red......... 1.03@1.04 .99@1.00 
1 EOS ee 1.02@1.03 .98@ .99 
ade NOs FOO 6. cs cesses -9@ 99 .4@ .95 

Ct eae 8@ 99 .H@ 95 
Rejected A.. ceseee 95@ 96 .91@ .92 
No. Lnorth’n, Dul’th........ 1.15@1.16 1.11@1.12 
No. 2north’n, Dul'th........ 1.10@1.11 1.06@1.07 

CORN—Market somewhat irregular un- 


der speculative inflences, but shows little 
net change for the week. There was a fair 
inquiry for local consumption, but export- 
ers had few, if any, workable orders. Re- 


ceipts, 11,360 bus; exports, 84,857; stock, 
83,633. Prices conipare as follows: 
Close 
Saturday Weekago 
No. 2 mixed, May ........... 55%@56  55%@56 
No. 2 mixed, June... - 553*@56 554@56 
CAR LOTS 
No. 2. export elevator....... / 5IY4@s6  5544@56 
Steamer, export elevator.. 544%@55 54%@55 
No; 2 yellow, Lic” aaa ae 58 @99 58 @5v14 


OATS—Receipts fairly liberal and large- 
ly of unattractive stock, which was dull. 
The better grades, however, met with fair 


sale and ruled steady. Receipts, 216,524 
bus: exports, 170,000; stock, 138,397. Prices 
per bushel compare as follows: 
Close Last 
Saturday week 
No. 2 white, clipped....... 36 @36%4 36 @36%4 
No. 2 white, natural....... 3534 @36 3934 @36 
No. 3 white, natural....... 35 @35% 3% @35% 
pO ee Pee (35 -.--@35 


Rejected, white. ... 


New York 


May 30.—(Special Telegram. )-—‘The mar- 
ket was nominal today, with asking prices 
unchanged, but buyers unwilling to bid 
even up to the quotations made on Satur- 
day owing to the break in wheat. A large 
number were away and the floor attend 
ance was unusually small. Quotations 
were nominally unchanged. Millfeed was 
inactive. Flour quotations are as follows 
per 196 Ibs: 


34 @34% 34 @B4K 





Sacks Wood 
Spring Clear .......s0ss oes $3.00@3.70 — $3.50@4.10 
Spring straight........... 4.30@4.05 4.65@5.00 
Spring patent ............ 5.15@5.40 5.40@5.70 





5.80@6.15 
3.30@3.80 
4.20@4.30 
4.65@4.85 
4.95@5.15 


Spring fancy ............. 5. 
Low grade w inters....... 2.75@3.30 
Winter clear.......-sss00- 3.75@4.00 
Winter straight .......... 4.45@4.55 
Winter patent .......... 4.65@4.75 





Winter fancy . ce weeese 4,85@5.00 5.15@5.35 

Kansas patent ............ i 5.00@5.10 eH LE 

Kansas straight .......... 4.75@A.85 aye ee 

Kansas clear.............. 3.80@4.25 er ee 
a # 


May 27. — MILLFEED — Easier market 
this week, and prices have shown the in 
fluence of somewhat more selling pres 
sure. When the decline began there was 
better trade, but later business was slow 
at the decline. Quotations follow: 

Coarse bran, 200-lb sacks, to arrive $17.50@... 
Ctandere maaeenes, 200-lb sacks. to 


. 20.808@.....: 





rive 
Red-dog, 140-lb sacks, to arrive 
City feed, bulk bran at mill. 
City feed, 200-lb sacks... awn 
Heavy feed. bulk. 
Middiings, 200-Ib sacks... 
No grade flour, 140-Ib sac ks, per bbl 
WHEAT—Market erratic and Roper tie 
There was a larger short interest than the 
trade had calculated on, and prices ad- 
vanced about 20c from the low point of 
April. There has been no export. busi- 
ness. Nominal cash —— follow: 
No. 2 red, choice.. SAGA Ure 
No. l northern, Duluth........-...-...5-. 1.13 
No. 1 northern, Manitoba . : - 1.0L 
CORN—Shorts in May drove the market 
up to 59¢c and several hundred thousand 
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bushels were covered at that price. Ex- 
port trade has been checked by the rise, 
and only a few scattered lots are being put 
through. 

OATS—Very firm for cash property, 
with a moderately active trade. There 
has been some export inquiry, but only a 
small amount of export business. 

RYE FLOUR—Trade quiet, but prices 
have been firmly held and some advances 
have been aske articularly on the more 
choice patents. "da otations are $4.30@4.35 
for ordinary to choice. 

CORNMEAL—Dull and prices showed a 
better response to the higher values of 
cash corn, but export business has been 
of small proportions. Prices follow: 





Kiln-dried, as to brand, per bbl....... $2 85@2.90 
Hominy, as to brand, per bbl.......... 2.90@3.00 
Granulated yellow meal, per bbl ..... 2.90@3.0:0 
Granulated white meal. per bbl....... 2.90@3.00 
Fine yellow meal, per 100 Ibs.......... 1.35@.... 
Fine white meal, per 100 Ibs........... .35@.... 
Coarse meal, per 100 lbs ............... 1.10@1.12 
we | meal, new, March shipment, 

RE ts hee oGlcs'ae sean ye 55 sees 
arits, ORE GO TUN os nevacistcsecnesy wees L34@.. 

Montreal 


May 30.—(Special Telegram. )—Demand 
for flour good from local and country 
sources. Undertone to market firm but 
prices show no actual change. The re- 
ceipts of flour for the past week were 11,- 
138 bbls, against 14,045 the previous week, 
and 24,578 last year. The exports were 
25,821 sacks. Prices are quoted as follows: 





Bags Barrels 
Choice patents............ $2.65@2.70 $5.50@5.60 
Strong Clomrs ............. 2.50@2.55  5.20@5.30 
Winter patents........... 2. 65@2.70 5.50@5.60 
Straight rollers........... 2.45@2.55 5.15@5.25 


* 

May 27.—MILLFEED-—Sales of car lots 
and parts of car lots have taken place for 
shipment to country points at $17 per ton. 
But some millers are still closely sold up 
on contracts taken some time ago for ex- 
port account and find no trouble in realiz- 
ing $18 for what few orders are coming 
forward. The tone of the market for On- 
tario bran has ruled steady at the recent 
decline. Offerings from millers are small 
as they claim to realize $1 per ton more 
for it at the mill door than buyers would 
pay in this market. Sales of a few old 
cars have taken place at $18@18.50 per ton, 
including bags. Shorts continue a steady 
demand and sales of Manitoba grades have 
taken place at $20 and Ontario at $19.50@ 
20.50 per ton, including bags. 

WHEAT—Owing to the sharp advance 
in prices on this side which was not re- 
sponded to by English importers, business 
in Manitoba spring wheat has been ex- 
ceedingly yuiet and as the latest bids to 
hand from Liverpool, London and Glas- 
gow were from 2c to 3c per bu out of line 
with values here, the prospects are not 
very encouraging for the future. 

COARSE GRAINS—A stronger feeling 
has developed in the market for oats and 
prices have advanced !gc per bu. The re- 
ceipts continue small and the offerings on 
spot are limited for which the demand for 
local consumption has improved. Sales 
of No. 2 white have taken place at 46c; 
No. 3 white at 45c, and No. 4 white at 
44!3c per bu, ex-store. 

There has been considerable inquiry 
from foreign sources for American clipped 
oats here at an advance in prices of three- 
pence per quarter but owing to the higher 
sag ruling in the United States mar- 

ets local exporters have not been able to 
do any new business. The market for peas 
is strong owing to the small offerings and 
recent sales of car lots of No. 2 have been 
made at 81@82c per bu afloat. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS — In sympathy 
with the strength in oats, prices for rolled 
oats have been advanced 5c per bag. The 
demand has been better and sales of car 
lots have taken place at $2.22!¢ per bag. 
The market for cornmeal is also firmer 
owing to the sharp advance in corn of 
late, but prices are unchanged at $1.35@ 
1.45 per bag. 








Toronto 


May 30.—(Special Telegram. )—Notwith- 
standing the strength in wheat very few 
sales of flour have been reported. The ad- 
vance in price of Manitoba wheat has put 
a stop generally to export business, as 
based on present prices; bids would hardly 
bring back cost. Domestic prices are firm 
but there is little business doing. Prices 
are unchanged except that straights have 
been advanced ten cents. Quotations per 
196 lbs in bags are as follows: 


High patent, blended.................. $....@5.20 
Patent, 85 to 80 per cent, blended ..... 5.00@5. 18 
Patent, 90 per cent, blended........... 4.90@5.00 
I oe cxaalcataanks Gace vies 4.80@A.§ 

ne sa eaae ee ane eens ce he dale 4.10@4.20 
Pe en one 3.50@3.60 


In bags 20c yer Bet} bbl less and in half barrels 25c 
per bbi'm more 

So far, no sales - Manitoba flour have 
been reported at any advance over last 
week’s prices. Trade is quiet, orders are 
mostly of a sorting-up character. 
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Prices are as follows, per 196 lbs in bags 

delivered all Ontario points: 

First $5.10@5.30 

Second patent... CR Se REE ey 

RIM acids A ines ote epee au ae cue eee 4.70@4.80 
Mills only chipping oceasionally have to ac- 

cept 10@20c per bbl ag 






* 

The better aati weather has brought 
down the price of bran. Some millers, in 
order to keep their stocks cleaned up are 

-selling bran a dollar lower than they were 
last week. The price of middlings remains 
unchanged. No stocks are accumulating 
as many mills are running lightly. 

The price of bran is $16@16.50. Offerings 
of Ontario wheat are very light. Demand 
exceeds the supply and prices are two cents 
higher than they were last week. Mani- 
tobas have averaged nearly one cent high- 
er also, but the sales put through have 
been mostly car lots. 

The price of oats has been a cent higher 
during the week, and even at the advance 
it is difficult to get supplies at many 
points. 





Minneapolis 


May 30.—Quotations of flour asked to- 
day by local and outside mills car or round 
lots at Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, for prompt 






shipment, were: Tuesda Year ago 
First patent, in wood..... $4.75@5.00 
Second patent in wood.. 70 = 4.65@4.90 


3.10@3.30 
2.95@3.10 


Fancy clear, jute......... 
First clear, jute .......... 
Second clear, jute.:...... 2.15@2.25 
Red-dog, jute............. 2.10@2.15 

Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis and outside, for 
prompt shipment, per 280 lbs, in jute, c.i-f., 




















including 2 per cent commission, were to- 
day (May 30): 
LONDON 
Tuesday Last year 
Patent 6...64.050. 31s @35s 288 @2% 
Fancy clear...... 22s 6d@23s 6d 22s  @22s 6d 
First clear....... | 203 @2Is 6a = 9d@21s 6d 
Second clear. 16s 6d@17s 15s 6d@15s 9d. 
je B. 15s 34@15s 6d 
LIVERPOOL Tuesday 
Patent. errr ee 
First clear, standard... ceeeeee 208 @Bls 6d 
PUNE CRONIN 4 oc sy Raver sins Gaciernses 16s 3d@16s 94 
GLASGOW 
Patent . Sere oe 
First clear, standard.. se eeee ee 208 3d@2I18 8d 
ON GUE os ios oc ccssccemsa gene ss 16s 3d@16s 9d 


Amsterdam c.i.f. quotations of local 
and outside mills were, today, per 220% 
lbs, in guilders: 
aA ve dnieas ne cane cadres 10 @10% 
Second clear......... 4@ &% 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

London 60 days’ sight documentary ex- 
change was quoted by Minneapolis banks 
as‘follows during the last week: 





May 24... ..$4.84%@4.85 May 27.....$4.84%@4.85 
May 25..... 84%@4.85 May 29..... 4.84% @4.85 


May 26..... 4.84%@4.85 May 30*.... 4.84%,.@4.85 

Guilders. three days’ sight, were. May 29, 
quoted at 40.19@40.23. 

*Holiday. 

MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 

The flour output and foreign shipments 
of Minneapolis mills for four weeks, with 
comparisons, are shown in the subjoined 
tables: FLOUR OUTPUT BY WEEKS 
1905 Bbls 1904 Bbls 1903 =Bbls 
June 3......... June 4..190,655 June 5 B07 325 

215, 10 May 28..240,615 Ma 30. 
May 20..178.250 May 21..246, 680 May % 
May 13..161 840 May 14..217,775 May 16. "320, 770 
FOREIGN SHIPMENTS BY WEEKS 












June 3 June 5.. 34,2€5 
May 27.. May 30.. 38,215 
May 20.. 28,3: y 1. 300 May 23.. 47,185 
May 13... 31,245 May 14.. 23. 560 May 16.. 35,070 


OUTPUT OF OUTSLDE MILLS 

The flour output and foreign shipments 
of northwestern mills outside of Minne- 
apolis and Duluth have been by weeks, in 
barrels: 
Week No.Capac- — Output-— —Ex - 
ending mills ity 1904-5 L505 1904 4-5 Paes 

‘ = 








Febs 11...47 34,925 133.470 11,630 
Feb. 1S. ; 47 34,925 1: 26,7 750 53,2: 12,380 
Feb. 25...47 34,925 152,155 14s, 500 7,530 
Mar. 4... D 169,925 6,675 
Mar. 11... 1 5, 700 165,645 4,500. 
Mar. i 3.425 163.400 7,205 
Mar. 25. ..48 115,745 5,540 
Apr. 1... 142.085 6,210 
Apr. 8...4¢ 125,395 3,210 
Apr. 15.. .4 107,910 3,625 
Apr.” 120.815 7,840 
Apr. 2 130.335 11,190 
May 6.. 93,375 7,830 
Mav 13.. 127.130 


4,555 
! 129,705 8,850 
38,750 126.410 109:570 6.035 3 865 
CEREALS AND FEED 

Millfeed has dragged during the week 
and most dealers have found trade dull 
and unsatisfactory. Prices show a declin- 
ing tendency. The mills ran somewhat 
stronger last week, and the increased out- 
put seemed to affect the market. Prices 
are quotably about the same as a week 
ago. 

Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed 
today (May 30) for prompt shipment were, 





May 
May 27 





see 2,000 Ibs : Bulk 200-lb sacks 
Saha dasa ulie Raaie $12.50@12.65 O16 aS 
Shenaard middlings .. 12.50@12.75 P 





Flour middlings...... 13 00@ 15.25 is 

Red-dog, 140-lb jute.. 25@17.50 18. 5@I18. 50 
In 100-lb sacks, 50c ss ton additional over 200 

lb sacks is enarane. 






The Bostou basis of prices for millfeed, 
for prompt shipment, is given below, per 
ton, in 200-Ib sacks: 





en aa Year ago 
LR a ae 17.75@17.85 $22.40@22.65 
Standard middlings .. a. 75@18.00 23.00@23,25 
Flour middlings . . 20.75@21.00 25.50@25. 75 
Red-dog, 140-Ib sacks... 22 .T5@22.85 26.00@26.25 





Quotations of cereals and feed products, 
in car lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis, are: 

Cracked corn, 2,000 lbs, bulk........ $18.00@18.25 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibs, bulk.... 18.25@18.50 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.... 18.50@18.75 


No. 3 ground feed. 2,000 lbs, bulk.... 18.75@19.00 
Rye feed, 2.000 Ibs, in 100-Ib sacks . .. 15.50@15. 4 
Yellow cornmeal, ‘granulated* aes 2.30@ 2.4 
Cornmeal,’ WHIte", 6065. ocd ce neccs 2. 40@ 2. 30 
ERIN. CORON? co. pus Ck isee dane 2.50@ 2.60,’ 
Se De ey earners 2.80@ 2.95 
Brewers’ grits, in jute, 200 Ibs. . 2.80@ 2.95 
REGO TE AMIE os viscose aesetess 3.85@ 3.95 
SEV SIRE RING so aigic'S oon o5tins'b's beck 3.55@ 3.5 
Rye flour, standard, white .......... 3.35@ 3.45 
IN BS IENE GN Sian oer aik oes ada sc 3.50@ 3.¢0 
Graham, wheat, pure, bbl...........  4.50@ 4.60 
Graham, standard, bbl .............. 4.15@ 4.25 
Rolled oats, 180 lbs, wood.. ... 3.80@ 3.90 
Rolled oats, per bbl in 90- Ib sacks... 3.60@ 3.7 
Mill screenings. per ton ............. 7.00@ 9.00 
Elevator screenings, per ton........ 7.00@ 8.50 
Buckwheat screenings, per ton ..... 9.00@10.00 
Flaxseed screenings, per ton........ 7.00@ 9.50 
Chicken feed screenings, per ton.... 13.00@14.00 


*Per barrel in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated. sacks are of 49 and 98-lb cotton. 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKETS 


MINNEAPOLIS, May 30.— During the 
week, Minneapolis has been the cynosure 
of all markets, owing to the corner being 
carried on here in May wheat. Changes 
in this future have been radical and rapid, 
but mostly upward. High point was 
touched Thursday at $1.23. Low point the 
same day was $1.19. Closing at $1.22 
Monday, May for the week made a net ad- 
vance of 5!44c. ‘Though wheat has poured 
in at an abnormal rate, it has been ab- 
sorbed by the bull interest and the bears 
or short sellers, have so far got the worst 
of it. Less favorable reports as to winter 
wheat, especially in Kansas and other 
southwestern territory, have assisted the 
»bulls in their purpose of forcing prices 
upward. 

With an impression generally prevalent 
that July wheat is in the control of strong 
men, and is to be handled in the same 
manner as has May, traders are chary of 
operating in it. July on Thursday ad- 
vanced to €1.12!4, and Monday closed at 
$1.07—a decline for the week of le. 

Since July is regarded as dangerous to 
either buy or sell, increasing interest is 
being shown in September wheat. This 
future, being considered as reflecting new 
crop conditions, has not been greatly 
affected by the excitement in other 
months. ‘The closé at 84°¢c—represented 
an advance since last Tuesday of 1'gc. 

The appended table shows closing prices, 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of No. 
1 northern, No. 2 northern, No. 3, No. 4, 
May, July and September wheat: 

May Nol No2 No3 No4 May July Sept 
22..1.16 1.10% 1.0134@1.03% 90 61@84 1.05 8444 
a j B ok, 4 [> 11 = 1.024%4@1.04% 94 65@s8 1.07% .84% 
3 104 @1.07 95 1.18 OF 8536 
14% 1.03%.@1.07% 96 1 
4 24 35— 1.045¢@1.00% 9% 1.2 115 864 
27..1.20% 1. ‘0814 1.0144@1.03%4 92 1.20 1.0934 .855¢ 
29..1.18% 1.05% 97 @ 9 91.22 1.07 -845% 
31t. .95% .944%% .88KH@ .90% .. .98% .92% .81 
ee a MIR Se: eR -78% .71% 
+1904. $1903. 

Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and Du- 
luth for the week ended Saturday were in 
bushels (hundreds omitted) : ee eae 

1905 1904 1903 1905 1904 















Minneapolis .. 1,493 825 751 7.158 8.472 
Ser 14 45 103 1,952 2,198 
DO bss savnee 1.507 870 854 9,110 10,670 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts and shipments at Minneapolis 
by weeks ended Saturday were: 


RECEIPTS 
May 27. May 20 


May 28 






Wheat, bus..........1,492,720 892,400 5,3 

Flour, bbls.. 4,402 2,726 33: 
Millstuff, tons co 490 519 J 
ee 53,000 8,010 68,160 


pe een 200 200 316,020 

Barley, bus.......... 25,600 60.300 

7 8 "ee 10,200 14.000 

PR Ie 5o62 oe ccc 6,000 33,210 
SHIPM 

Wheat, bus.......... 3 304,560 192.240 


i 2S “ee 
Millstuff, tons ....... 5.723 6,785 
Barley, bus.. 41,300 72,800 
DR a 8,400 9,680 6,400 
Flax, bus. . ee 1,280 18,900 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


Wheat received at Minneapolis by week, 
ended Saturday, in carloads, graded as 
follows: 


185.0:2 269,871 





May 28 
May 27 May20 May13_ 1904 
No. l hard........ 1 
No. lnorthern.... 


No. 2 northern. 


397 162 “42 “$i 
314 23% 80 234 





No. 3.. 177 102 75 107 
, oe eRe 244 119 91 oes 
Rejected ......... 102 7 59 65 
Nograde.........- 6 3 6 14 
.. > aaa 80 109 130 174 
Macaroni ......... % se ane 1 
Mixed wheat ..... 83 BI 70 
Western wheat... 1 1 ! 

rs 5 465s cane 1,418 833 v4 
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MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 
Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators 
was reported as follows by the Chamber 
of Commerce on dates given, in bushels: 





May 28 

May27 May 20 May 13 1004 

No. |hard Tt 10,576 10,576 1,048 
No. 1 north 4,450,854 4,336,888 4,475,190 3.711'7 79. 

No. 2 north me ‘ 533'314 

eee 11,066 

Rejected | ’ 51,179 

No grade . dt tas 136,003 

Speci'l bins | Pee re 4,022,827 

Others..... 2,706,856 3,086,852 3 046,985 4.388 





Totals ... 7,158,467 7,434,316 8,082,751 S71 
985.900 81051.873 91247'838 
In 1902. .... 6.467.964 7:454.740 81435217 
Hay 10083 <<; 12,119,811 12,620,403 13,023,738 171" 
CROP YEAR RECEIPTS 


Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1 to May 27 were as 
follows, with comparisons, in bushels: 








1904-5 1903-4 
MEINEIBADONS, <0...) ceo sees 76, 784,700 73.466,750 
REO. cl wccsbestiestoced 21,725,961 26,518, 509 
i Ry en ay Ota 98,510,661 99 95 259 
COARSE GRAINS ‘ 


Daily closing prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye ani! bar- 
ley at Minneapolis during the week were, 
per bushel: 





Oats Rye Barley 

3 de See er 48% 30% 76% B78 39@45 
Ae eee 30% T6%@TR4 39046 
(2 Serre 4844 30% T6%@78%4 39046 
1 oe eee ae 30% T6%@iITX% 39046 
TERY, ise. cece esses SF 30% T5¢M@IT% 38@46 
Stocks of coarse grain in public ele «tors 
at Minneapolis, in bushels, were: ay 28 
May 27 May 20 1904 

CIR oss cars cas 9,915 12.789 6,545 
Ee ns, oe 910,211 897,117 4,822 
SY ry eae 185,810 193,006 2,150 
Aa eee sae 21,757 24,276 5,903 
WOE. ca swin pexwcctsaes 946.532 977,415 145 





Freight Rates 


OCEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour, from A: atic 
ports, as quoted in Minneapolis Tu lay, 
were as follows, in cents per 100 lbs 














From—- — 
Phil- New- 
New Bos- Balti- adel- Mo ort 
To— York ton more phia tre: News 
Aberdeen....... 14.00 is 91 16.00 15.00 12 oa 
Amsterdam..... 8.00 12.00 10.00 9.00. 11.00 
Antwerp........ 6.75 7.50 850 7.50 8 ...., 
RR RE Ares 11.50 12.50 
Bremen ......... | eee ee 
SS eee eee i 9.1 
COPGiet 65.5 oss sec 14.06 ..... Se" Oe 
Christiania ..... 10.00 11.00 13.00 12.00 .. 
Copenhagen .. 10.00 11.00 13.00 12.00 ... 
ls RR 71 16.52 18.00 17.52 18.: 
BED coc ¢'s esses Reena cakes 1.50 12.50 .. 
DBRGGS 60560008 q 16.00 15.00 16 es 
Glasgow ........ 5. ‘ 8.00 6.75 6 8.50 
Gothenburg . . 16.00 15.00 .. 
Hamburg.. 12.00 11.00 .. 12.00 
Ps ctics edset ME Vans neces exes ‘obs 
Helsingfors .... 16.00 16.50 
Se ae 2 . Lee 
ee 25 10.00 9.00 10.; 
Liverpool : 7.00 6.00 6.7" 8.00 
London ......... y 5.00 7.75 6.50 7.25 9.00 
Londonderry ... 14.76 13.57 16.50 14.57 13. = 
Manchester..... 5.63 5.0):..... 6.75 8.6 
Newcastle ...... TO icin Mitac. seers 13 : 
Rotterdam...... 8.00 11.00 9.00 9.00 8.11) 10.00 
OO Re 18.00 16.81 18.00 17.81 18.5) ..... 
Southampton. Aad ies 
Seer 11.00 11.00 13.00 13.50 .. 
St. ,~ ee TO ec. aceon 10.00 10.00 


Owing to frequent changes, the above rates 
are subject to confirmation. 





MINNEAPOLIS AND DULUTH RATES 


All-rail freight rates from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota Transfer, St. Paul and Duluth 





on flour, millfeed, cereals, oil cake, etc., 
are as follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 

To— A B To— \ B 
Albany ...... 22.0 14.5 Lansing ..... i 7.0 
pO ae, eee wi 7.0 
Aiemneney . 17.0 85 Louisville... 19.0 90 
Ashtabula... 17:0 7.3 Lynchburg.. 1! 12.0 
Baltimore... 19.5 12.0 Muncie...... li 7.0 
Binghamton. 19.5 12.0 New Albany. Int) 8.0 
Bluffton ..... 17.0 7.0 NewCastle.. 17 8.0 
Boston....... 24.5 17.0 NewYork... 22.) 15.0 
Buffalo ...... 17.0 8.5 Norfolk ..... 19.5 12.0 
Chic’go, local 10.0 .... Ogdensburg.. 24. 17.0 
Chillicothe .. 18.5 8.7 OilCity...... li 8.5 
Cincinnati... 18.0 8.0 Parkersburg |» 9.2 
Cleveland... 17.0 7.3 Philadelphia. 2). 15.0 
Corning ..... 19.5 12.0 Pittsburg.... 1/ 8.5 
Columbus... 17.0 7.3 Portland..... 24. 17.0 

ee 18.0 8.0 Punxs’t’wn'y 1. 12.0 
Detroit ...... 17.0 7.0 Rochester... 1! 12.0 
Dunkirk..... 17.0 85 Sandusky.... 1) 7.3 
El)mira....... 19.5 12.0 Schenectady. 22.) |+ 

esac eis 17.0 85 Seranton.... 2 13.0 
Ft. Wayne... 17.0 7.0 Springfield.. !> 8.0 
Fostoria ..... 17.0 7.0 Syracuse.... I!) 12.0 
GrandRapids 17.0 7.0 Toledo....... | 7.0 
Hornellsville 19.5 12.0 Troy......... ; 14.5 
Indianapolis. 16.0 6.0 Utica........ 4 13.0 
Jamestown.. 17.0 8.5 Washington. |‘ 12.0 
Kokomo ..... 16.0 6.0 Wheeling.... | sO 
Lafayette... 16.0 6.0 Youngstown. | 8.0) 

A-—-Through rates from Minneapolis. | ro 
portion of same rates from Chicago. 

Note—Shipments going across lake, ak 
bulk, take rates lc lower than the above 

DETROIT 

Freight rates on flour in cents p — 100 
lbs from Detroit to the points nam are 
as follows: 

New York........ 13.50 Boston ... i. i 
Philadelphia ..... 11.50 NewportNews. 10. 0 
Pittsburg ........ 9. o** ge 1.00 
Portland ......... Baltimore. . 0.50 
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ST. LOUIS 
Following are the freight rates on flour 


New York,.No. 2 white. At Minneapolis, Du- 
luth, Chicago, Toledo, Milwaukee, No. 3 white 
oats; at St. Louis, Kansas City, No. 2 white; at 


extremely dull, the mills are likely to run 
lightly and their wheat requirements will 
be reduced proportionately. One thing 


Visible Supply 






















































prot. »ly weak on firm offers: 





eee | A. 8 
Abe.. cen... 33.05 32.60 Hamburg... 32.00 30.95 
An rdem 31.00 28.80 Leith ....... 30.00 28.25 
An ... 28.00 26.05 Liverpool .. 27.00 26.15 
Bris. i. . 3000 28.55 London..... 27.50 26.65 
Ch tiania 33.00 31.25 Manchester 28.00 26.70 
Co heges 34.00 32.50 Rotterdam.. 30.00 28.05 
Dur. e . 36.00 35.55 Belfast ..... 31.50 30.85 
Gla “ow 27.97 26.52 Dublin...... 31.50 30.65 
A Atlantic. B—Gulf 
INDIANAPOLIS 


Following are the through rates on flour 
and millstuff from Indianapolis to the At- 
laniic seaboard and foreign ports, in cents 
per 100 lbs, effective May 29: 


New York........ 13.00 London........... 19.44 
— ME sanwan sean He Glasgow.......... 18.00 
altimore........ 10. = 
Philadelphia... ca pee te 
Newport News .. 10.00 Glasgow.......... 18.50 
Via New York to— Liverpool ........ 17.00 

Liverpool ........ 19.19 Via Baltimore to— 

BOnGON oscscessde 21.44 Antwerp......... 18.00 
Glasgow.......... 18.63 Amsterdam ...... 21.00 
BPO) ....<¢s.ac0ee 21-00 Belfast..........- 21.50 
Hull a esencines ME MEIMEGL <.... seins. 22.00 
Newcastle........ 27.06 Dublin ........... 21.50 
| Ee A A 27.06 Glasgow.......... 18.50 
Antwerp..... 0... 20.03 Liverpool ........ 17.50 
Hamburg ........ 25.00 London .......... 19.00 
ame t og seat Pope Hamburg ........ 22.00 

otterdam....... 22. 

Bromem erste. 3.09 VjaNewnortNewsto— 
Via Boston to— SS "SS 19.00 
Liverpool........ 18.00 Glasgow.......... 18.50 


Domestic rates on flour and grain prod- 
ucts, in cents per 100 lbs, are; 


New York........ 14.00 Newport News... 11.00 
BOBLOD 5 oot ne crea 16.00 Albany........... 13.50 
Baltimore........ 12.00 Syracuse......... 11.00 


Philadelphia ..... 12.00 Washington, D.C. 12.00 





MILWAUKEE 
The following are the all-rail domestic 
rates on flour, in cents per 100 lbs, from 
Milwaukee to eastern points: 


Bo OT occccecrsses of DD Sees 9.50 
New York........ 15.00 Buffalo........... 9.50 
Phil napa Denar ‘13.00 Rochester and 

Utica.. ...---- 13.50 Syracuse....... 12.00 
Baliimore........ TRG AIAN. .. 2.50000. 14.50 


Kxport rates on flour, in cents per 100 
Ibs, o- Milwaukee to seaboard ports are: 
RIOR. caacab ens 2.00 New York........ 
Phi! dehakhe Ree 10.00 Baltimore ........ 
_Lake-and-rail rates domestic rates to 
Ne York are quoted at 13c and export 





CORN AND OATS RATES 

e Soo road makes the following joint 
prc .ortional rates on corn and oats from 
Mi ieapolis to the points named, in cents 
pe )0 Ibs: 
Bo nm 








. - 20.00 Newport......... 20.00 
Br cville . . Ottawa........... 20.00 
Ce »ton Juncti’n 20.00 Montreal......... 20.00 
Hi ‘ax. on a aes 25.00 
Mc dam Juncti'n 30. 00 St. John.......... 30.00 
Moston ........ . 30.00 Sherbrook . . 20.00 
ujamin Stockman, manager New 

Lf Minn.) Roller Mill Co: © rops are 


nc making as much progress as we 
mM: it expect. Weather is cold and too 
m: st. Movement in wheat has been lib- 


e1 much above normal on account of 
hic. price. 






CASH WHEAT 


Minneap’lis1.19% 4.24 1.24 1.20% 110% eau 
Duluth.....1.09% 1.11% 5 Lo 1.11% 1.15% ...... 
Chicagot...1.13  ...... WIt%: VAW ns ess 
St. Louis...1.08 1.08 Lorie 1.07 1.05 
New York— 
1 north’n#t1.135¢ 1.138% 1.14% 1.13% 1.11% ...... 
2 redt ....1.10% 1.11% 1.10% 1.07% ...... ...... 
Kansas City— 
2 hard 1.04% 1.04% 1.04% 1.03 1.02%...... 
Zred..... 1.04% 1.04% gi EGS Leese :..... 
Milwaukee.1.16 1.17 1.1 RAB UABS6. oo «05 
Toledo..... 1. 10 1.10% 08% 1.0444 1.04 ...... 
Winnipeg..*..... 9344 .93 SSP err 
+Fresh arrivals. +Afioat. *Holiday. 


In the above table the price of cash wheat at 
Minneapolis, Duluth (to arrive), Chicago. Mil- 
waukee and Winnipeg is for No. 1 northern, at 
one for No. 2 red, and at St. Louis for No. 2 
hare 





Weekly Flour Output 


The attached table gives the flour out- 
put at milling centers for two weeks, with 
comparisons, in barrels: May 28 May 30 

1903 














May 27 May 20 
Minneapolis..... 215,170 178.250 240, 615 908 490 
Duluth-Superior 4,000 26,500 24, 700 = 12,020 
Milwaukee.... 32,310 = 21 “450 23,100 31,290 

Total .......... 251,480 226,200 288,415 368,739 
52 outside mills* 126,410 ....... 109,570 ....... 
Ay r’tes wing. na weak oP Pere 
Tp Pe ‘ 15,500 21,300 14,000 
St. Logist......<. 20,400 16.500 36,600 
Indianapolis .... 1,600 6,640 7,130 
eS ae 12.000 10,500 4/800 
Chicago ......... oy 600 13,000 15,400 
Kansas City..... 1200 W250... 
TOINED «0500 osu 10. 700 OC ae 





*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth 
+Flour made by mills Sulidite of St. Louis, but 
controlled in that citv 





World's Grain Shipments 


World’s grain shipments for the week are 
shown below in bushels: 











WHEAT Last 
May 27 May 20 year 
America ............. 1,728,000 1,640,000 1,728,000 
Russia ...... . 2,416,000 4,312,000 1, 560,000 
Danubian 1,424,000 1,é 
Argentina 1,208,000 1. 
En. cnad wheaned 1,688,000 1,365. 
gee. cat cww naka 552,000 240 ,000 656, 000 
Various . cited 136,000 123,000 344,000 
Totals.............. 9,152,000 11,056,000 9,440,000 
CORN 
FN PET EET: 1,016,000 1,152,000 112,000 
Oe See 86,000 222,000 
Damian... ...0.2s0e0 26,000 242,000 = 882,000 
Argentina ...........1,490,000 2,188,000 1,465,000 
Totals..............2,608.000 3,668,000 2.681.000 





Coarse Grain Prices 
Closing cash prices of corn, oats and rye 
on May 29, at following points, were: 
© orn Oats Rye 
478 


Minneapolis . EEE PEE err B0hg 76% 
OS een ey 
ras sak cen b-9' 9 tab ope ee 1g 80 
SS Aes ‘econ ae 30 ; 
EN nc, ch aseuerhannne wae 47 325@ 

New York . NSaudiacsm< Lens Ee. ens 
SMAI... <5/025.0. és 0cancs said 514% 32% 81% 
| aE PR esa 54 33 17% 


Quotations above are on following grades: 
at Minneapolis, Chicago, Milwaukee, Toledo, 
No. 3 yellow corn; at Louis, Kansas City, 





Minneapolis and sold for May delivery. 
However, since delivery had to be made by 
2:30 p. m. Wednesday of the present week, 
the railroads would not guarantee to get 
the grain here in time. So the deal fell 
through. The price at which the wheat 
was offered f.o.b. Minneapolis, including 
duty of 25c per bu, was $1.22. May wheat 
in the Minneapolis market atthe time was 
$1.23. The grade was No. 1 northern. 


The matter of making No. 2 wheat de- 
liverable on future contracts at a proper 
differential will not down, and is likely 
to formally come before the Minneapolis 
Chamber of Commerce for a vote ina 
short time. The directors meet June 6, 
and the proposition will doubtless then be 
brought up for consideration. The fact 
that the Duluth Board of Trade on Sat- 
urday voted to make No. 2 the contract 
grade has sharply brought out the ques- 
tion and makes consideration of it locally 
almost unavoidable. Outside millers in 
most cases seem to favor achange, though 
they would like to have No. 2 wheat made 
of a higher quality intrinsically than it 
is at present. There are those who would 
prefer to defer action until the quality of 
the new crop is ascertained. 

Excepting No. 1 and choice No. 2, spot 
wheat has been only in moderate demand 
during the week on the Minneapolis ex- 
change. No.1 was wanted to apply on 
May sales, and sold at May price to le 
over. Salesmen when having both No. 1 
and No. 2, made it conditional that the 
two grades be taken together. Yesterday 
(Monday) there was a great mix-up in the 
spot market. The near approach of the 
limit when May deliveries could be made, 
had the effect of causing spot wheat to be 
neglected early in the session and No. 1 
sold at as low as $1.10 while May was 
around $1.20. Later it was bid up and 
sales were made all the way up to $1.20. 
Compared with last Tuesday, No. 1 north- 
ern at Monday’s close had advanced %c; 
No. 2 had declined 444c; and No. 3 had de- 
clined 5c. 

The ‘‘congested’’ condition of the May 
option at Minneapolis, caused this market 
to be flooded with wheat last week. Re- 
ceipts reached the abnormal quantity of 
1,493,000 bus—668,000 more than for the 
corresponding week in 1904. Shipments 
at 268,000 bus were heavy, but only 86,000 
larger than a year ago. The large receipts 
have come from many sources—both nat- 
ural and unnatural — the inflated price 
here being the lodestone. Reports from the 
country are to the effect that the high 
prices at Minneapolis have induced farm- 
ers to deliver a good deal of wheat, it be- 
ing not infrequently shown that they pos- 
sessed considerably more than they were 
given credit, by millers and elevator men, 
with having. Outside millers have also 
been free sellers of No. 1 northern, where 
they had that grade. They preferred to 
part with the grain at the prices prevail- 
ing, rather than to keep it to grind. The 
present movement in the country is be- 
lieved to have reduced interior supplies to 
a very low point, and from this on many 
mills will doubtless experience difficulty 
about getting sufficient wheat upon which 
to run. However, with the flour market 
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The demand now is chiefly for Australian 
flours. Prices are as follows, net c.i-f., 
per sack of 280 lbs: 

Spring—First patent.............. 30s 
Straight 
Prime clear. aa 

Kansas patent........ 






3 6d 






Winter—First eed 28 
Extrafancy.. weak 26s 6d 
OS RARE oer errr 24s 

INO; DO FRUNBATION 2.6. cece cscs cccecs COS 

NIN gn o'uis''a Seid six Ngln adda diaa'e® 13s 14s 

BE IE os osinck cap ncaeucenisennnse 17s 6d 
Sales ex-store, not including commission, 


would represent an additional cost of 9d@Is 
per sack. 





Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL, May 31.—(Special Cable. )— 
There is nochange in conditions here from 
those prevailing a week ago. Prices are 
nominally unchanged, but where sales are 
pressed buyers have the advantage. Stocks 
in store are very light. The following 
quotations show the range of prices, c.i.f., 
per sack of 280 Ibs, at which flour is sal- 
able here: 


Minnesota first patent . weeeees 208 @278 9d 
Minnesota second patent... pee genie 258 @r25s 9d 
Minnesota first clear. . seeeeese 218 @218 9d 
Minnesota second clear.. axe eens 
Winter extra fancy............... 2 235 @23s 9d 
Winter first patent................ 26s @26s 9d 
Kansas patent .................-... 26s @26s 9d 
Hungarian first erate. .eeseee BOS @30s 9d 
Bran, per ton . eer 

Sales ex-store, “not ‘including commission, 


would represent an additional cost of 9d@Is per 
sack. 


London 


LONDON, May 31. — (Special Cable.) - 
Without displaying any activity, this mar- 
ket has been firm at hardening prices. 
Flour is a dragging sale. American mills 
are asking a substantial advance, which 
restricts business. The following quota- 
tions are per sack of 280 lbs, net c.i.f: 






Minnesota first patent ............ Me @28s 6d 
Minnesota second patent.......... 248 6d@27s 
Minnesota first clear.............. is 9d@20s 9d 
Minnesota low grade.............. 16s @l16s 3d 
Kansas patent..............+..--.. 248 @26s 
Hungarian.. 30s 3d@31s 
Town household, ex-inill. 5 ae 
pO Se 





Bran, per ton 


Sales ex-store, not 


including 
would represent an additional cost of 9d@I1s per 


Cc ommission, 


sack. 


Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM, May 31.—(Special Cable.) 
-This market is firm with an upward 
tendency. The better feeling not«d last 
week, has continued. Buyers will pur- 
chase for immediate wants only. Quota- 












tions in this market are as follows, deliv- 
ered terms per 100 kilos (22044 lbs): 

Minnesota first patent........ 14 50@..... florins 
Minnesota second patent.... 14.00@..... florins 
First clear. seccecccscs 10,200..... farina 
Choice low grade........... . 8§.387@..... florins 
Red dog.. cae aha ‘ 7.25@..... florins 


H. S. Lewis, manager Mapleton (Minn. ) 
Milling Co: Flour is dull. In fact, there 
is absolutely no business. Feed is also 
slow of sale, although prices are slightly 
better. Crop conditions are spotted in our 
locality; that is, some fields are fine and 
others are not so good 
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Southern Australia 


Special Correspondence 


During the last few weeks splendid rains 
have fallen over the greater nas of the 
agricultural districts, and in South Aus- 
tralia and Victoria prospects are favorable 
as far as the opening is concerned. Seed- 
ing operations are now being pushed 
ahead, and there is every likelihood that 
quite as largean area will be placed under 
wheat as last year. 

In some parts the seed is already in, 

farmers having anticipated the rain, and 
here the crops will have an early start. 
The ground is quite warm, and for the 
next few weeks growth will be rapid; in 
fact it is doubtful whether those accus- 
tomed to farming in northern latitudes 
would credit the progress which can be 
made by the wheat at certain times of the 
year in the course of a few short weeks. 
“ Some fear is felt that, owing to the ab- 
sence of summer rains to bring up the 
weeds before the ground was prepared for 
the seed, the next crop will not be so clean 
as the one now being marketed, but itis 
far too early to lay this down as a general 
fact. 

Since the rainfall] the weather has been 
good and farmers have been able to get on 
to the land. With a continuance of these 
conditions it will not be long before the 
crop isin, and farmers will then await a 
good general downpour which will com- 
pletely soak the seed bed. 

It may be interesting to recall that the 
season broke about the same time last 
year, and though the winter rains were 
not particularly abundant, a large crop 
was gathered, chiefly on account of favor- 
able conditions just before harvesting. So 
far, therefore, there is every reason to ex- 
pect a repetition of last year’s experience, 
in the way of yield. 

VICTORIAN WHEAT HARVEST RETURNS 


The final official returns respecting the 
Victorian wheat harvest have been issued. 
They show that the acreage under wheat 
was 2,271,846 acres, compared with 1,968,- 
599 in the preceding year, and the produc- 
tion amounted to 20,944,666 bus, against 
28,525,579. 

The average for the whole state was 
9.22 bus per acre, contrasted with 14.49 in 
1903-4, and with the exception of the im- 
mediately preceding year it was the high- 
est for some time. The average ranged 
from slightly over 314 bus in places to 15 
bus. Owing to unfavorable weather at the 
end of the year, some districts in Victoria 
went close to being failures last harvest. 

So, to get at the amount of wheat avail- 
able in Victoria this season, itis necessary 
to add the carry-over of old crop, which is 
estimated to have been 2,609,878 bus, thus 
making total supplies 23,544,544 bus. 
Home consumption amounts to 8,000,000 
bus, thus leaving 15,554,544 bus available 
for export. 

So far, shipments of wheat and flour 
have been equivalent to 8,404,340 bus of 
wheat, so that not much more than half 
the available surplus has been moved. 

From Victoria since the beginning of 
the season, 1,433,899 bags of wheat and 59,- 
150 sacks of flour have been shipped; to 
South Africa, 183.452 bags of wheat and 
145,845 sacks of flour; to Manila, 7,500 
sacks of flour; to all destinations beyond 
the commonwealth, exports have been 1,- 


706,938 bags of wheat and 239,553 sacks of 
flour. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN EXPORTS 
The South Australian surplus is not 


quite so large as the Victorian, and ship- 
ments have not taken place at the same 
rate. This is also due in some measure to 
the fact that tonnage has been available in 
Melbourne of which South Australian 
wheat merchants and millers have not 
been able to avail themselves. This applies 
particularly to steamers, for as regards 
sailers for full cargoes, South Australia 
possesses a slight advantage in freight 
over Melbourne. A number of steamer 
parcel shipments of flour have been made 
from Melbourne to South Africa and oth- 
er places, which have not been possible 
from the central state. From South Aus- 
tralia the equivalent of 5,819,062 bus of 
wheat has been exported since the begin- 
ning of the season, and of this total 5,059,- 
030 bus represented wheat aud 158,340 sacks 
of flour. 

The destinations of oversea exports of 
flour from South Australia since the be- 
ginning of the season have been as fol 
lows: South Africa 5,525 tons, Java 2,796, 
London 1,885, Liverpool 1,578, Glasgow 
427, Goole 336. 

Millers just now find it difficult to quit 
flour. Prices are being cut in other states 
though it is suspected that the same quali- 
ty is not being given. 

THE WHEAT SUPPLY 

Farmers on this side, and particularly 
in South Australia, are still in a position 
to hold to their stocks of wheat, and they 
are doing so tenaciously. I heard of one 
instance where a farmer has stored with a 
wheat-dealing firm no less than 6,000 bags, 
or some 30,000 bus, and like many others 
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he shows no disposition to sell. This is 
making the market very tight. 

Merchants say they are not in need of 
wheat, and, asI just remarked, flour is not 
going out freely; sothat this can be easily 
believed as far as millers go. Then mer- 
chants are not finding a ready sale for car- 
goes on the other side of the world, where 
the policy seems to be one of waiting and 
taking just sufficient for immediate re- 
quirements. Consequently all the markets 
are ruling quiet. 

Tf any quantity of wheat were brought 
into the market, the probability is that 
values would slump, while on the other 
hand if a parcel were urgently wanted, 
more money would have to be paid than 
current quotations. In both states the 
business passing is on the basis of about 
3s 3d@8s 314d per bu, so that farmers are 
doing well, especially as this range has ex- 
isted for quite a time. 

For local trade flour is quoted at £8 5s 
per ton, but it is with difficulty that this 
is obtained, and for export £8 and even 
less would be accepted. The trouble is 
that some cheap brands of flour are offer- 
ing cheaper. 

The long and dry summer has firmed 
the offal market considerably. Produc- 
tion is not proceeding at full rate, and 
there are virtually no stocks. Bran and 
pollard have been wanted for feeding 
stock, and city mills have even been send- 
ing supplies into the country. Of recent 
weeks the market has firmed up apprecia- 
bly, until there is at present danger that 
supplies may be brought in from other 
states or that resellers may be induced to 
come into the market. Both bran and 
pollard are worth 12s per bu in South Aus- 
tralia, and in Melbourne the former is sell- 


ing at 98;@10d and the latter at 114¢d@ls. 
The later wheat charter is reported at 19s. 
PORT ADELAIDE MILL BURNED 

Last March the largest fire for many 
years which has occurred at Port Adelaide 
destroyed the mill of the Adelaide Milling 
Co. The fire broke out just after the day 
staff had left, and completely consumed 
the building. The company does a Jarge 
export trade, but has other mills in the 
state from which centers business will be 
carried on pending the rebuilding of the 
Port Adelaide premises. 

ERNEST J. STACY. 
Adelaide, April 15. 





American Flour in Holland 
(Report by Consul Hill, Amsterdam.) 


Ihave asked Mr. John M. Turner, Eu- 
ropean representative of the American 
Hominy Co., to make a statement of the 
flour situation in the Netherlands, and he 
has kindly given me the following: 

Flour importations into the Netherlands 
from the United States amounted in value 
to about $5,000,000 in 1903. The recent ac- 
tion of the Dutch legislature, in declining 
to put an import duty on flour entering 
the Kingdom, should be of great value 
to American millers as insuring the con- 
tinuance of a market they have had for 
years. To properly understand the econ- 
omy and appreciate the ability of the 
Dutch people, a few facts concerning their 
flour consumption may prove interesting. 

The flour annually imported into the 
Netherlands from the United States does 
not vary much from 38,000,000 sacks per 
year. These sacks weigh 110 lbs each and 
are generally imported in lots of 300, for 
which single bills of lading are required. 
The importer takes the bills of lading, 
after the draft accompanying them has 
been paid, to the exchange, where, in 
many instances, they are handed over to 
his buyers located in various sections of 
the country. These interior buyers are, in 


many cases, bakers, so that much of the 
flour has only one profit to pay between 
the American miller and the baker. Where 
a jobber is the buyer, he generally distrib- 
utes to the grocer, who sells in small 
quantities to families. In few cases are 
there over two profits between producer 
and consumer. 

Fully 75 per cent of the flour imported 
into the Netherlands is what is known to 
the trade as clear flour, the grade below 
the patents. These flours are carefully 
mixed or ‘‘blended’’ with others in order 
that the highest results may be obtained 
in the loaf. This applies to the color and 
size, both of which are important factors 
to attract the eye of the consumer. The 
flavor of the bread should, together with 
its price, be the inducement for further 
purchases. The bread of the Netherlands 
is not excelled by that of any other coun- 
try in Europe, and it is said by competent 
authorities that the flour for it is bought 
cheaper than by any other country in Eu- 
rope. The Dutch do not depend upon the 
highest patent flours to get the best re- 
sults, but rather upon the art of blending 
lower qualities, so they will produce re- 
sults others seek to obtain from flours of 
higher cost. 

The Dutch importer buys his flour when 
the commodity is cheap, but when it ad- 
vances beyond what he thinks it is intrin- 
sically worth, he waits. It is very rare to 
find Netherlanders in the market on 
strong advancing prices; they will ex- 
haust their stocks before being forced by 
speculators to buy beyond their idea of 
value. Sellers doing business with Dutch 
flour buyers say that it is quite useless to 
attempt to enthuse the importers by crop 
scares, war rumors, or any schemes for ad- 
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vancing values. They simply decline to 
operate, and live on their former purchas- 
es until the market shapes favorably. 

Arbitrations are very rare in the Nether- 
lands among its flour importers, as they 
are good merchants, and differences are 
settled in most cases amicably between 
the parties interested. Flour is not sold 
to importers by contract, as is the case in 
the market of Great Britain, the buyers 
never having found it necessary to have 
an association contract to govern their 
trades. 

Parties who know, state that bakers’ 
profits have been somewhat curtailed ow- 
ing tothe advance in the price of flour 
and the inability or unwillingness of the 
bakers to raise the price of bread to a cor- 
responding level. In fact, bakers have 
been industriously at work since the ad- 
vance commenced in finding suitable mix- 
tures of cheaper grades of flour which 
will enable them to make the same pre- 
sentable loaf at no increased cost, and to 
obtain these results the interior mills and 
those of Belgium have been called upon to 
supply their clear flours, which are not so 
rich in gluten as those from the United 
States, but are cheaper, being made large- 
ly from the Russian wheat which found 
enormous sale in Europe in 1903. 

Russian wheat is responsible for quite a 
loss to the American millers this year. 
The crop was large in Russia, and owing 
to the fear of war, ‘it was rushed quickly 
to market, and much of it was shipped to 
the Netherlands, Belgium and England 
before it was sold, in order to insure the 
owner a market based upon its value rath- 
er than upon what the Russian govern- 
ment might think it was worth in case a 
ukase forbidding exports were issued. 
While this wheat was mixed with consid- 
erable rye, it still made a very good flour, 
and the Dutch baker was not slow to 
avail himself of it when American prices 
advanced. 

It is quite easy for the baker to manipu- 
late his flour mixture and maintain the 


May 31, 1905 


quality of his loaves, the chief difference 
being in number rather than in appear. 
ance or fiavor. The American clear flours 
contain so much more gluten than other 
flours that their absorption of water is 
greater, and naturally the more water the 
baker can use the greater his profits, byt 
when the American clears get beyond his 
reach in price he switches to native or Bel. 
gian flours at reduced prices to offset the 
absence of absorptive qualities. 

It will be quite clear to any observer 
that the Dutch baker understands his 
business. Failures are few, and some of 
the bakers are wealthy. Flour importers 
rarely fail, and their credit is as high as 
those of any country doing business with 
the United States. It may be stated that 
the Netherlands is getting its bread as 
cheap as any other nation, and that no 
country importing flour handles the busi- 
ness on closer margins or with a better 
knowledge of what kind of flour wi}] pro- 
duce the best bread at the lowest cost. 





FLAX AND ITS PRODUCTS 


The week’s shipments of flaxseed from 
Argentina were 376,000 bus, against 760,000 
last year. Shipments since Jan. 1 have ap- 
proximated 16,216,000 bus, against 7,516,- 
000 in 1904. 

In the week ended May 27, the shipments 
of oil cake from New York consi ted of 
13,336 long tons, against 18,407 in t!:e pre- 
ceding week and 14,113 tons in 1904. The 


chief cargoes were 5,214 tons to An. werp, 

1,500 to Rotterdam, 1,729 to Livery »ol, 1,- 

200 to Bristol, and 3,693 to Havre. 
Flaxseed advanced 6c in the last sveek, 


closing on Monday at $1.463{e _p.~ bu. 
Business in flaxseed products is slo ~, the 
movement, both of oil cake and oi! :eal, 
being small. Prices have advanc and 
quotations f.o.b. Minneapolis nov. are: 
oil cake, $25.75@26 and oil meal $24 26.50 
vd 2,000 Ibs; raw oil 45c per gallon \ car 
ots. 
Daily closing prices per bushel ©: flax- 
seed in Minneapolis, Chicago and D uth: 
-——Mpls—. —Duluth ‘hgo. 
Spot May Spot ™ Spot 
: 2 4 


i. See 1.4144 1.41% 1.44 1.46 
May 25......... 1.453% 1.45% 1.46% .1.4 1.45 
oe 1.45% 1.45% 1.46% 14 1.45 
eS 1.46% 1.46% 1. 1.4 1.46 
May 2....5<..:. 1.46% 1.46% 1.46% 1.4 1.46 


Receipts of flaxseed for week end: Sat- 
urday and stock in store, at Minn 
and Duluth, are shown below in b: -hels, 
(hundreds omitted) : 

-—Receipts— -—In 
1905 1904 


190. 1904 

Minneapolis.......... 9 33 947 397 
WEG wae nk ose 4 tote ee 3 119 «6,53 8,159 
Re ae oi 16 152 7,48: = 8,556 





D. F. Chandler Milling Co., St. C: ixrles, 
Minn: There has been more inqu' y for 
flour but not at prices that would : iiable 
us to book, excepting an occasions’ car. 
The majority of buyers are looki: for 
lower prices. Feed is easily disposed of at 
ruling prices. Movement of wheat i- very 
light, as it is practically all out of ‘arm- 
ers’ hands. Present crop conditioi~ are 
fair, but no better than usual at thi: ti 
of year; in fact it looks as thoug! our 
crop was going to be a little late. 





Globe Milling Co., Perham, Minn: 
Flour is very dull. Have not made « sale 
this week, on account of wheat beiny un- 
settled. We look for no improveme:t on 
this crop, unless wheat becomes mor: set- 
tled. Buyers are waiting for lower j)rices. 
Demand for feed is brisk at satisfactory 
prices. Farmers are marketing their wheat 


freely, but we look for light receipts from 
now on, as all wheat has been delivered 





Henry Neill, secretary Millers’ lub, 
Madison, 8. D: Crop conditions continue 
favorable. Plenty of moisture.  /hree 
days of quite warm weather this week 
helped the growth. However, the isOD 
and crop are ten days late. Movem it of 
wheat to market is about normal itur- 
ally light. 





©. C. Dwight, manager Albert Lea 
(Minn.) Milling Co: Small grain is |ook- 
ing very well, though some farme:. are 
complaining that wheat is rather th On 
account of high prices, farmers hay. een 
marketing wheat quite freely of lat: 





Elk Valley Mill Co:, Larimore, D: 


Flour too cheap. Crop has suffere: "0m 
high winds and dust storms. f 1er’s 
have little wheat to sell and are not ely 
to move it, until the new crop ems 
better assured. 





S. Stewart, Morris (Minn.) City ills: 
Wheat movement is the heaviest cvé! 
saw at thistime of year, but it will!) -hort 
lived as bins are well cleaned out rop 
conditions improving very slowly. 





Milling 0. 


H. J. Hutton, Mystic oe 


Sioux City, Iowa: Small grain is 
finely, but too much rain for corn 
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UP THE SIKIANG 


By John M. Turner 


All the people interested in flour with 
whom I talked, told me that it was a 
constantly-increasing article of sale in the 
east, and that the circle of its sale was 
widening miles every year. After visiting 
the Hongkong warehouses and finishing 
with the merchants, I found there were 
ten days remaining before my steamer 
would sail back home, so I looked for 
some way to spend this time, and, if pos- 
sible, investigate the growth of business. 

A good friend recommended that I go 
up the West river (Sikiang) to Wuchow, 
which is about 300 miles above Hongkong, 
and was the latest treaty port opened, hav- 
ing been declared free after the Taiping 
rebeliion in 1898, or about seven years ago. 
I found the steamers were comfortable, so 
Larranged the trip, and returned via Can- 
on. 

The steamer Lintan is a light draught 
prop:iier, drawing about seven feet when 


loaded. I saw her take on part of her car- 
go, ai | witnessed a fight among the cool- 
jes 2: | White foremen, in which the cool- 


ies were forced back to the boat, and got 
decid ily the worst of it. Chinamen on 
their :.ative heath can not fight and one 
goo. jvishman could bulldoze a dozen of 
them ‘2to the water if he tried. 

Al leaving Hongkong, the passage- 
way .d stairway on the boat were closed, 
barre. and locked, while a great Sikh 
watc!. an patrolled the upper deck with 
a load gun on his shoulder. I asked why 
this “ is so, and was told by the captain 
that i. was to keep the pirates off. At my 


smile -f incredulity, he said, ‘‘You may 
laugh. but wait, and I will show you; 
why. ouly last week there were six pirates 
behe: .cd in the public square of Wuchow, 
and p.ssibly we could get up a beheading 
for yo if you want to see one.’’ I replied 


that i: was not necessary for my comfort 
or ha; viness to see a man’s head chopped 
off, s| we could cut out that part of the 
cerer:ony. 

The uext morning we were well up the 
river, making several stops for cargo or 
passe gers, and my attention was called 
to the large guns carried forward by the 
native junks, which were to keep off the 
pirat: Many boats were propelled by 
what the captain called ‘‘ricepower’’ be- 
cause the power was gg «sigue by coolies 
walking a treadmill in the stern, which 
turned a great wheel behind. Some t wen- 
ty men were employed on the tread, and 
when the boat stopped they got to work 
at the cargo, so they had little rest. 

I saw many ‘‘Likin’’ stations, where 
duty is collected by local mandarins on 
the river traffic. It makes no difference 
whether the native boat is bound up or 
down, whether the goods are for import or 
export, everything has to pay duty to each 
local Likin station and there is no regu- 
larity in the amount. If the station, that 
is, the mandarin, needs money badly, the 
cargo is heavily assessed; if he happens to 
be easy in finances, the rakeoff is light. 
Toa thinking man, the close connection 
between the mandarins and pirates will be 
remarked, because it is generally the best- 
laden boats that suffer the most. The 
mandarin is absolute in his cwn district, 
ba it is said he has to divide with those 
above. 

As the boat proceeded up the river nov- 
elties increased. The barriers that had 
been placed in the river to prevent the 
passage of the boats of the ‘‘foreign dev- 
ils’ were remarked, as several of them 
had been pulled up and the Chinese gov- 
ernment was engaged in removing the 
others, as called for by the treaty. Native 
river gun boats were met, patrolling for 
pirates, and many native passenger junks 
were passed, in which several hundred 
Chinese would take passage, packed like 


sardines. The native fare is very cheap, 
in some cases five cents for 100 miles. All 
along the river banks were seen the graves 
of the natives, thousands upon thousands 


being buried on the brow of hills facing 
the running water. 

No trees were to be seen at all, the hills 
hay ig been denuded centuries ago. Fuel 
is very valuable in China, bundles of sticks 
tie! together furnishing half our down- 


stream cargo. These paid a freight of two 
do! ‘'s per hundred ‘*Mex,’’ or one dollar 
gol Native ‘‘load and unload’’ were the 
terms of carrying it. 

Several pagodas were passed and I 
clis.hed to the sixth story of one over 500 


yeas old, declining to go any higher as 
the \airs had rotted away, and I feared 
my ‘ife insurance might not apply if I 


risked too much. The Chinese paid no 
mo: attention to me than if I had been a 
yel.ow dog, crowding me off the sidewalk 


Int (he street, about as the Chinaman 
gel -rowded off the walk in New York. 
Ir ognized the difference in my location, 
anc is they had a rich, brown bouquet, I 
44) way willingly and let them have the 
har ow strip. 

In all the towns along the river are great, 
Sqlinve, stone, three-storied buildings used 





as pawn shops. The rich use these, in- 
stead of the poor as with us, for the stor- 
age of their furs and silks and other valu- 
ables, as they are here safe from thieves 
and pirates, as there are no windows, and 
in the event of attack, the keeper repairs 
to the roof and dumps off great pots of 
vitriol on to the heads of the thieves. The 
pots on the roof could be seen from the 
river. The West river is a tremendous 
stream in the spring, rising about 80 feet, 
which extends its banks enormously, and 
it is then a raging torrent. Houses, trees 
and cattle from away up country come 
floating down, the mud coloring the water 
for miles after it empties into the ocean. 
During seasons of low water, the slop- 
ing sides of the banks are occupied by beg- 
gars, lepers, the blind people, and such 
trades as want outdoor room, such as boat- 
builders and mat makers and rope twist- 
ers. The river life is in itself of great in- 
terest. Thousands of families live in boats 
not over 20 feet long, and during the day 
these boats must not only house the fam- 
ily, but must carry the cargo or passen- 
gers. Traffic is very cheap. ‘‘Cash’’ is 
the prevailing coin and it takes 860 of 
them to make a Mexican dollar and that 
was worth 47 cents gold, so it takes over 
1,800 to make a gold dollar, and I was told 
that in the interior a man would work all 
day for 40 cash, or about two and one-half 
cents gold. Thatis the cheapest labor I 
ever heard of. Such laborers do not eat 
rice, it being much too dear. 
Wuchow is about 1,000 years old. 
not see any one who was there when the 


I did © 


runs the only sewer, open to the world, 
and the smells, oh! the smells. 

To sum up the situation of the flour 
business in the east, will say that it is my 
opinion that flour will be used in constant- 
ly increasing quantities, depending upon 
the cost of it, and as wages increase in 
the east, rice will gradually pass out, and 
flour come in. Flour is all ready for use 
when they get it, the low grades do not 
cost much more than rice, and if we want 
a better class of flour to be sold we have 
but to cheapen the cost of it, as the east 
can take thirty million sacks as easily as 
ten, it being only a question of price. 

If any of my friends contemplate a trip 
to the East, and care to ask me, I will be 
only too pleased to give the fullest infor- 
mation as. to lines, boats, costs and com- 
forts. Millers would do well to see for 
themselves what the prospects are, for no 
pen can tell it all. 





AN ARGENTINE MILL COMPANY 


Werner & Cia. and their Mills at Villa 
Casilda and Melincue 


« About twenty miles inland from the 
port of Rosario, on the Parana river, is 
the small country town of Villa Casilda, 
in the province of Santa Fé. For miles 
and miles the prairie lands surrounding 
the place are given over to wheat culture, 
with an occasion] alfalfa field for hay. 
But the landscape is diversified by no 
groves of trees save those occasionally 
planted by the settlers. The general dearth 
of trees and verdure makes the sight of 
the paraiso trees that abound in Villa Ca- 
silda all the more refreshing. 

At this little town, in the midst of the 
Argentine wheat fields, Werner & Cia., one 
of the leading country milling firms of 
Argentina, has headquarters. 





SAN URBANO MILL OF WERNER & CO. 


town started, but their graves across the 
river were pointed out to me. Here was 
the head of navigation for boats of our 
draught, so we discharged our cargo. It 
consisted of American kerosene oil in cans, 
and, to my joy, flour in 49-lbcotton sacks, 
with the brand of an American miller on it. 

This cargo was to go farther up the 
river on native craft, and we had to go 
through quite a ceremony to show that it 
had paid its duty to the Imperial Chinese 
government, and not tothe various Likins 
we had passed. If the government desired 
to collect all its duty, they tell me they 
would have to employ half of China to 
collect it, as every native is a natural cus- 
toms beat, and stations enough could not 
be established. 

We declared our cargo, paid duty to the 
government, and passed on up the river. 
We had a dozen big guns and as many 
small ones to defend it against all comers, 
so the mandarins only scowled as we went 
past, and called ‘‘White Devils’ after us. 

The only tariff the boat paid at all was 
to the river lepers, and these men actually 
performed a service, as they kept bamboo 
poles in the river to mark the channel. 
Once each month every steamer ties ten 
cents to a stick and throws it into the 
water where they are, and thus they live. 
Ten cents gold will support a Chinaman 
of that station a week. 

There was flour going three hundred 
miles into the interior, and then being 
carried by natives farther, how far, no 
man knows. 

When we came back to Canton I saw lots 
of flour. There are a dozen or more boats 
a day from Hongkong to Canton, and 
every one of them carries something from 
America. Canton has 2,500,000 inhabit- 
ants, and the only saloon or whiskey shop 
is in the concession. It is the greatest 


hive of industry I ever saw, and I was not 
in a street that was as wide as seven feet. 
I mean in no case was it seven feet from 
house to house. In the center of this alley 


The firm started in 1889, by a partner- 
ship between Emilio R. Werner and Ger- 
man Wildermuth. Mr. Werner was a prac- 
tical miller, and Mr. Wildermuth a mer- 
chant in Rosario, who retired from the 
milling firm in 1892. The present part- 
ners are Emilio R. Werner, Ricardo Wern- 
er and Jorge BOhmig, A. Roberto Werner, 
who succeeded Mr. Wildermuth as a part- 
ner in 1892, having retired from the firm 
in 1898. 

The Fenix mill at Villa Casilda, when 
rented by the firm in 1889, produced less 
than 100 bbls of flour daily. But its ca- 
pacity has gradually been enlarged since 
Mr. Werner bought it in 1891, till it now 
grinds about 600 bags of 90 kilos daily. 
The plant has been further improved by 
the erection in 1897, of an elevator of 
about 150,000 bus capacity, to facilitate the 
handling and mixing of wheat. The cost 
of the elevator was $100,000 Argentine pa- 
per, about $45,000 gold. 

Owing to the manner in which wheat is 
handled in Argentina, it is necessary for 
millers to carry considerable wheat stocks, 
as they can not go on the market and buy 
wheat at any time, as can British and 
other millers. So it is seldom that the 
wheat stocks of Werner & Cia. fall below 
185,000 bus. Great care is used by them in 
the selection of wheat so as to secure the 
best results in the flour. 

The history of the firm is an unbroken 
record of successful achievement. By the 
untiring efforts of the senior, Emilio R. 
Werner, ably seconded by his partners, the 
business has been extended to proportions 
that seem large indeed, compared with its 
small beginning. 

Starting with a capital of less than $20,- 
(00 gold, the firm now has ample capital 
for the operation of its two mills which 
have a combined capacity of 1,000 bbls 
daily. The same capital would suffice for 
mills of much greater capacity in the 
United States, where banking facilities 
are better, and where millers are not 


._ date Argentine mill. 
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obliged to carry such large wheat stocks, 
nor to be so long out of the use of the 
money represented by the flour sold. 

The firm’s second mill is the molino San 
Urbano, built at Melincué, in 1901. Me- 
lincué is about 50 miles south of Villa Ca- 
silda, with which it is connected by rail. 
It is on the Southern railway of Santa Fé 
and Cordova, which runs to Constitucion, 
a port on the Parana about 20 miles down 
stream from Rosario. Needless to say that 
the molino San Urbano is in an excellent 
wheat district. Its success was such that 
its capacity was enlarged 50 per cent, 
namely to 450 bags of 90 kilos, in 1902. 

As this mill is in every respect a model 
establishment, a description of it will give 
an idea of the equipment of a most up-to- 
The illustration 
shows the substantial yet attractive con- 
struction of the mill building, and of the 
separate escritorio or office building. One 
end of the building is used for wheat stor- 
age. ‘The four stories with basement, de- 
voted to the mill proper, are well lighted 
by windows of ample size, and the rail- 
way track alongside gives convenient ship- 
ping facilities for wheat, as well as for 
flour and other mill products. 

The dimensions of the mill are 50 by 12 
meters, approximately 156x37 feet. In ad- 
dition, there are an engine room, 7.5x13.5 
meters, and a boiler house, 8.5x13.5 meters. 
The grain storage capacity in the mill is 
about 75,000 bus. There are three depart- 
ments under one roof, namely the milling 
machinery, the cleaning machinery and 
the grain elevator. 

The mill was built by one of the fore- 
most European millbuilding firms, name- 
ly Amme, Giesecke & Konegen of Bruns- 
wick, Germany. The general arrangement 
of the machinery is: In the basement, 
the main shaft, elevator boots and a flour- 
mixing machine. On the first floor, ten 
double stands of rolls. On the second 
floor, the clean wheat bin, various spouts, 
three flour packers and one bran packer. 
On the third floor, three double purifiers, 
three dust collectors, one bran duster, a 
set of automatic scales, with the necessary 
conveyors and bins for bran and flour. On 
the fourth floor are seven plansifters, and 
the elevator heads, etc. 

In the wheat-cleaning department is a 

complete line of suitable machinery. The 
grain elevator is divided into eight bins of 
250 tons capacity each. All the machinery 
in the mill is so placed that additional 
machinery can be added and the capacity 
enlarged to 1,000 bbls per day, without in- 
terfering with the operation of the mill. 
_ The engine is of the compound-condens- 
ing type with valve gear. Its capacity is 
150 h-p, but it is so arranged that a third 
cylinder may be added. Thus it can be 
converted into a triple-expansion engine 
of 300 h-p. The German horsepower, it 
should be remarked, is differently esti- 
mated from the American horsepower, the 
former representing the greater power. 
Rope drive transmission is used from the 
engine to the main shaft. 

There is an auxiliary engine to run the 
dynamo when the mill is idle, the mill be- 
ing electric lighted. In the boiler house is 
a water-tube boiler having 100 meters of 
heating surface. The pressure carried is 
180 lbs. There is room for two additional 
boilers of the same size. 

In the Fenix mill, in addition to the 
mill machiuery, there is a complete repair 
outfit, including a machine for roll grind- 
ing, one for roll corrngating, another for 
dressing porcelain rolls and various ma- 
chines for working iron. Almost all re- 
pairs can be made on the premises. 

The elevator of the Villa Casilda mill is 
built of brick, concrete and iron, no wood 
being used in its construction. Every- 
thing has been done in both mills to save 
labor and lessen the fire risk, so as to en- 
able these plants to compete on an even 
basis with the best mills of any country. 

In pursuance of this policy, the firm 
bought a steamer, the Albertine, in 1903, 
so as to have better shipping facilities to 
Brazil. This steamer is constantly em- 
ployed taking the products of the mill 
from Rosario to Brazil, with which coun- 
try the firm does a large business. 

Many years ago, Emilio R. Werner, the 
present head of the firm, worked in a mill 
in Minneapolis. It was the Phoenix mill. 
Whether he had anything to do with nam- 
ing the company’s mill at Villa Casilda, 
or whether by one of the strange coinci- 
dences that sometimes occur, he accident- 
ally drifted to another Phoenix (Spanish- 
Fenix) mill in the southern hemisphere, I 
do not know. 

It remains only to be said that the firm 
maintains an office in the port of Rosario, 
for the special purpose of attending to the 
shipping department of the business. As 
the products of both mills go by train 
from the mills directly alongside of steam- 
er, all superfluous handling is saved, and 
the mills have as good shipping facilities 
as though they were situated at the port. 

KINGSLAND SMITH, 





The Tri-State Milling Co., Nashville, 
Tenn., has registered with the patent of- 
fice as a title in a label for flour the word, 
‘*Gloria.”’ 
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SAULT CANAL TRAFFIC 


Amid the mass of dry and dusty docu- 
ments and reports issued from time to 
time by the various departments of the 
government, there are some that conceal, 
among their figures, information of the 
most illumining character. One of these 
is the annual report of the traffic of the 
upper lakes, as shown by the business 
done at the St. Mary’s Falls canals, at the 
outlet of Lake Superior. This statistical 
report differs from most in that it is not 
the work of a department of one govern- 
ment, but of the united activities of two— 
the United States and Canada, for the 
Sault canals are on either side the interna- 
tional boundary and the passage of either 
lock is free to all merchant ships of any 


flag. 

This report for the past year has just 
been issued. It shows that there were 
passed through the two canals, into or out 
of Lake Superior, the enormous total of 
31,546,106 tons of freight. This was a_ de- 
crease of nine per cent from the preceding 
year, on account of the masters’ strike, 
that delayed the opening of navigation in 
1904 to the middle of June. 

But this total, handled in about eight 
months, was three times that of the Suez 
canal, and the Sault is increasing its lead 
every year. The narrow and _ tortuous 
channel through which it bas been cut is 
the greatest throat for commerce in the 
world. The average distance that freight 
which passed the Sault was carried last 
year was 843 miles, about the distance from 
Duluth to Cleveland, and the total ‘‘miles- 
tons’’ of the upper lake for the year was 
26,608,815,000. The value of freight carried 
through was $335,000,000, and there were 
paid to vessel owners in freight bills the 
sum of $21,553,000. 

PRESIDENT HILL’S PREDICTION 


It was not very many years ago that 
President J. J. Hill of the Great Northern 
road, said that the time would come when 
the railways would put the great lakes 
out of business, by reducing freights to 
such a point that the water route could 
not compete with the rail. But Mr. Hill, 
for once at least, was mistaken. When he 
made that remark the average rate of 
freight, per ton per mile, on the great 
lakes, was about a quarter of a cent, and 
some railroads were down to half a cent 
for heavy goods. Last year the freight 
charge per mile ton for the canals, was 
only $0.00081, and some commodities, like 
coal, were handled for $0.0004. 

When will Mr. Hill’s road, which charges 
10 cents per bu to bring wheat from the 
Red River valley to Duluth or Minneap- 
olis, get to such a rate as that? The rate 
of last year was less than the canal route 
has ever seen with the exception of 1898, 
though there have been but twoseasons in 
the last ten when the rate has been above 
one-tenth of a cent per ton mile. 

Of the total of $335,000,000 worth of 
goods taken through the canalS last year 
cereals, chiefly wheat, flax and _ flour, 
formed 30 per cent and were a larger pro- 
portion of the whole than any other class 
of goods. Iron ore east bound, which 
made up 60 per cent of the total freight, 
both ways, had a value of about 20 per 
cent of the whole, though there were paid 
for its transportation the respectable sum 
of $12,371,000. 

VESSELS USED 

Vessels to the value of $69,000,000 were 
engaged in the Lake Superior traffic, in 
addition to the value of whatever unregis- 
tered craft used the canal. This latter 
item is a comparatively small one. There 
were 886 registered ships, of all varieties 
from the little dispatch boat or tug to the 
11,000-ton ore carrier and the $700,000 ex- 
press passenger steamship. The yearly 
change in the class of freighters that are 
using the upper lakes is most marked. In 
1893, there were 154 ships with a capacity 
of between 2,000 and. 3,000 tons. 

Now there are but 93 of these ships, and 
the statistics for the current year will 
show a decrease of at least 12 more. In 
1896 owners began to build bigger ships. 
In that year four vessels came out, of be- 
tween 4,000 and 5,000 tons. The following 
season there were eleven a thousand tons 
bigger still. In 1897 there were eight that 
carried from 6,000 to 7,000 tons. Now there 
are 64 such vessels. In 1899, there were 
five that could carry between 8,000 and 
9,000 tons, and these were the leviathans 
of the lakes until 1903, when three ships 
were launched that could carry up to 10,- 
000 tons. 

But last year one ship of a capacity for 
11,500 tons came out and was so successful 
that she is being followed this year by six 
or seven more of the same class and the 
prediction now is for the 15,000-ton ship, 
and marine architects and builders put 
her advent at no great distance. 

The oceans do not show many freight 
carriers larger than some of the great lake 
ships now afloat. It is worthy of remark 
that every one of the big ships on the 
lakes, that is of the vessels of from 5,000 
tons up, was designed for the Lake Supe- 
rior trade, and is almost exclusively in that 
route running from Duluth-Superior to 
Lake Erie ports. 
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Individual records made by ships of the 
lake trade last year were as follows: Max- 
imum single cargo for steamship A. B. 
Wolvin, 11,536 tons; for sailing vessels, 
barges Manila, Smeaton and Marsala, 8,736 
tons; total tons carried during season, A. 
B. Wolvin, 177,729 tons, for which the ship 
earned, gross, not far from $112,000. It 
is no wonder that shipping is a desirable 
form of investment and that so many new 
vessels are coming out every year. The 
steamer Huronic travelled the greatest 
number of miles during the season, 33,516 
miles in all, between Duluth and Port 
Huron, carrying flour and_ package 
freights. Vessels averaged about an hour 
and a half in passing the canal and locks, 
waiting for passage and being locked 
through, and but 13 minutes delay oc- 
curred during the entire year from the op- 
eration of the railway swing bridge across 
the canal above the lock. 


HISTORY OF SAULT CANAL 


The first Sault canal was completed in 
1855, and was built by private capital, up- 
on a grant of lands from the state of 
Michigan. Fora few years there was a 
slight toll on vessels, but this was soon 
taken off and the canals have been oper- 
ated by the general government for many 
years. Their construction has cost about 
$16,000,000 and that of subordinate works 
near by, the Hay lake channels, etc., has 
been as much more. Previous to the first 
canal, the movement of freight to and 
from Lake Superior was by boat to Sault 
Ste. Marie, where it was unloaded, port- 
aged across the half mile of rapids, re- 
loaded on boats and on again to destina- 
tion. In 1851 there were 12,500 tons of 
goods moved this way. The opening year 
of the canal its business amounted to 14,- 
000 tons and since then it has grown to 
35,961,000, which was the record in 1902. 
In 1905 it is expected to be about 43,000,000 
tons. The increase in tonnage over the 
year immediately preceding has averaged 
about 20 per cent for each year, and for 
each decade the average percentage of 
yearly increase and the total tonnage are 
as follows: 

Per ct 
1855 to 1865 44 
POE MEG oo vic bne's-s 5p hae cinlatee eee 12 
1875 to 1885 17 14,868,639 
PN BGs cise sbncassonaeen .eeee 17 80,343,218 
1895 to 1905 12 253,002,697 
354,247,159 


Total 
The St. Mary’s falls, which these canals 
are thus overcoming, are three-fourths of 
a mile long and have a fall of 18 feet, over 
a sandstone shelf that forms the basin of 
Lake Superior. 
Dwiaut E. WooDBRIDGE. 





American Through Bills of Lading 
and European Law Courts 


(From London Shipping World.) 

The court of appeal of Brussels has late- 
ly given a decision which is of much im- 
portance, not in itself, for the interests in- 
volved were not large, but as illustrating 
the value put by courts of law on the Con- 
tinent upon what the Americans call 
through bills of lading, which are really 
only railway agents’ receipts for goods. 

The decision has been much commented 
on, and as French and other courts take 
views of bills of lading law similar to 
those of the Belgian courts, it is likely 
that the decision may be to some extent a 
precedent outside Belgium, although, of 
course, it will not be a legal one except. in 
that country. The decision, which is on 
an appeal, is that these documents are not 
bills of lading, as they do not give the 
holder the rights and guaranties which a 
rea] bill of lading confers. 

We have ourselves had occasion to re- 
mark upon the identical subject, and have 
stated what we thought about it. What is 
called a through bill of lading, signed by 
an American railway agent, and without 
any steamer’s name or signature of any- 
body connected with any particular steam- 
er, is merely a railway receipt. The rate, 
indeed, from the inland American place— 
say, Chicago (as in the case in question) — 
to the European destination, is stated in 
it, and it is stated to be a through rate. 

A DIVIDED RESPONSIBILITY 

It is true that it is a through rate, but it 
is one that is made by the railway agent 
and not by the steamship company, who 
agree in their proportion with the railway, 
and that is all they have to do with the 
rate. This creates evidently, as we held, 
a divided responsibility, and, in fact 
creates, or would create, if the document 
were really a bill of landing, two titles to 
the same goods, one on behalf of the rail- 
way, the real shipper, and one on behalf 
of the real owner of the goods, who sup- 
poses that he transfers that title to his 
consignee or buyer when he sends him the 
precious document duly indorsed. 

We may add that this objection to the 
double title is shared, as we happen to 
know, by some of the leading authorities 
onthe American side. But the vicious 
system remains. A good deal seems to 
hang upon the practice in America of call- 
inga railway consignment a shipment, 
even when entirely a railway transaction, 
and par suite, the consignor a shipper; 


and a mere railway receipt—whether a 
simple inland one or one of these through 
ones—a bill of lading. Thus, at the head 
of each page of the American railway 
classification of goods is a prominent no- 
tice beginning ‘‘Property shipped not sub- 
ject to uniform bill of lading conditions,”’’ 
etc. Everything is ‘‘shipped’’ when load- 
ed on wagons. 

The term bill of lading, to us, means 
quite another thing. It is a proof that 
certain goods have been shipped in a cer- 
tain vessel for a certain destination, and 
conveys the property in question, when 
duly in order, to the holder of the bill. 
We always connect the term with sea trans- 
it. On the Continent the view is even 
more strictly so; a Belgian or Frenchman. 
has no conception of the term connaisse- 
ment referring to anything but a mari- 
time document. 

_ A German calls the railway document, 
indeed, a Frachtbrief, but the maritime 
one a Connossament. Both are used in 
the through shipment of the German-Le- 
vant and German-East African tariffs 
(really through tariffs); but it is the ship- 
ping company which makes out the Con- 
nossament, and deals with it as instructed 
by the consignor in his Frachtbrief, and 
it is signed either by the captain or for 
him; not by a railway agent or employee. 
It is a real sea bill of lading, therefore, 
(however objectionable in other respects). 

The case before the Brussels court of ap- 
peals was, shortly, this: The Morris Pack- 
ing Co. of Chicago, sold to Staackman & 
Orchiz 20 tons of bones delivered c.i.f. 
Antwerp, payment against documents. 
The consignees refused the documents as 
insufficient, but the tribunal of commerce 
of Antwerp ‘‘condemned”’ them to accept 
them. They appealed successfully. The 
so-called through bill contains a clause to 
the effect that each carrier (rail or sea) is 
only responsible for damages occurring on 
his part of the transit. 

DID NCT USE ALL-RISK CLAUSE 

In this case a marine policy was sent by 
the consignors, along with the bill of lad- 
ing and other usual documents, but the 
risks on the railway portion were uncov- 
ered, and, therefore, the conditions of sale 
—cost, freight, insurance—were not ful- 
filled. The ‘‘through bill of lading’’ it- 
self was not a bill of lading, so that the 
conditions were doubly unfulfilled. In 
commenting on the abuse of these docu- 
ments a Continental friend remarks that 
sometimes they are signed not even by a 
railway agent, but merely by some firm of 
shipping or forwarding agents. What sort 
of a guaranty does such a thing afford? 

The moral we draw is that it would be 
better to stick to the old meaning of bill 
of lading and let it continue to be a re- 
ceipt for goods given by the master or 
owner, or their representatives, against 
the goods being actually put on board. 

An exception might be made in the case 
of railway-owned steamers. Such bastard 
documents as the American through bills 
should not be admitted into commerce. 
The Continental nations even, which 
otherwise deem the terms of a bill to be 
a freight contract, do not, as we have seen, 
admit them either as such a contract or as 
forming a title to the goods shipped. 





Argentina Not a Holder of Wheat 


In discussing the advisability of a sys- 
tem of elevators for Argentina, the Review 
of the River Plate, of Buenos Aires, con- 
cludes that a system of country elevators 
is not needed. 

It bases its conclusions on_ these 
grounds: ‘‘The farmer does not want to 
store his wheat, he simply wants to sell it 
as soon as it is ready, and there are very 
few who would allow their wheat to go in- 
to an elevator, as they are so very suspi- 
cious and ignorant. The buyers, or as 
they are called locally ‘acopiadores,’ have 
no use for elevators; in some instances they 
have their own sheds and deposits, and, if 
not, then they simply store in the open 
and cover the stacks with tarpaulins, tak- 
ing the risk of damage from the weather. 
Experience has shown that the losses from 
this system are not heavy, and as the cost 
is reduced to a minimum it suits them in 
every way. The exporter desires to get rid 
of his purchase as soon as he can, and all 
that he requires is good accommodation 
at the ports, sothat his stuff can be put 
on board with as little delay as possible. 

**It will be years before the country will 
have any use for elevators, as not until 
the population is ten times its present 
number will there be any considerable 
home market. We are an exporting coun- 
try, and not a storing one. If any further 
proof were required of the uselessness of 
elevators we have only to refer to those al- 
ready built in the port of Buenos Aires, 
which are used more as deposits for grain 
and general merchandise than for elevator 
purposes for grain cleaning, etc. What the 
country requires is that the farmers should 
build themselves granaries, and that plen- 
ty of storage capacity should be provided 
at the stations, and above all that every 
facility be given at the ports so as to en- 
hance shipping operations, and thus get 
the grain out of the country as quickly as 
possible.’’ 


May 31, 1905 


¢ 


Te GILSRCE 


7 


sO LLG 


- 


x 


ae 

ty sa" 

> wy SF 
of ; 

. aa) 


Start Something 


If you want to make money 
And cut a big dash, 
Have prospects quite sunny 
And plenty of cash, 
The way is quite easy 
To those who are shrewd 
Make a crisp 
Make a nutty 


aky 
Health food. 


What's the use of bewailing, 
You still have a guess, 
See! others are sailing 
To joy and success. 
Don’t sit in your office 
O’er failures to brood 
Make a crisp 
Make a nutty 


flaky 
Health food. 
—Bzrr, 


A Chuck Steak while walking i the 
park, spied a Dachshund and began _nak- 
ing unkind remarks about the }: ‘er’s 
shape. The Dachshund stood it for » ‘ime 
but finally became angered and, s: zing 
the Steak, swallowed him at a gulp. ‘Not 


everything is turned into Sausage b, ma- 
chinery,’’ said he, as he sought « cool 
place to lie and rest. 
Moral: If your Competitor is ai-o a 
Sausage, treat him kindly. 
—Bath Mi is. 


‘*He was in an angry passion.’’ ‘‘) es?” 
‘*He tried to poison himself, but mi-‘ook 
a cake of yeast for the poison.”’ 

**Yes?”? ‘“‘And the yeast cake mac his 
angry passions rise.’’—Cleveland Plain 
Dealer. 


A Query 
Most everything about a mill 
Attends right to its work; 
The boiler boils, the roller rolls, 
The bolters never shirk, ; 
The packer packs, the grinder grind 
The sifters never stop; 
But did you ever in your life 
Observe the hopper hop? 

—Bath Mitts. 


‘*These trusts,’’ shouted the orator. ‘‘are 
grinding the poor —’’ 

“Tf they grind anything poorer than 
fifty pounds to the bushel,’’ remarked a 
miller, who had been thinking of business 
and not strictly following the spe:ker, 
‘*they’ll find there’s no money in *. 


—parr 


‘*Pap,’”’ said the miller’s inquisitiv 
whé knew full well that his fathe: 
only a trifle shy of the chloroform 
‘‘what do you think of the Osler idea 

‘*My son, the Osler idea is all righ 
it is intended to apply in the ab: 
rather than the concrete, to ideas ! 
than to men. Many of the deepest 
dents of scripture believe that state! 
made therein are not intended to! 
lieved as actual truths, but rather a 
tended to teach a deep lesson. 5 
with Osler. Now, if we could apply 
roform to some ideas that are held by 
who make laws and regulations v 
affect milling see how great would b 
blessing. Take, for instance, the L« 
clause. That’s more than sixty and s! 
have been put to sleep long ago. A¢ 
take the present protective ideas. A 
chloroform applied’ carefully wou! 
great good. Now, my son, review wi! 
the legislation of the past sixty 
affecting milling—’’ 

But the boy had fled. B 
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